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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Mark Maestrone

The SPI web site is located at: http://www.sportstamps.org
Mark Maestrone: markspi@prodigy.net Dale Lilljedahl: dalij@sbcglobal.net
Charles Covell: covell@louisville.edu Patricia Ann Loehr: (none at this time)
Andrew Urushima: aurushima@yahoo.com Norman Rushefsky: normanrush@yahoo.com
Norman Jacobs: nfjjr@comcast.net Robert Wilcock: bob@towlard.freeserve.co.uk
John La Porta: album@comcast.net Jerome Wachholz: spimembership@gmail.com 

New Membership Chairman!

A big “Welcome” to our new Membership
Chairman, Jerome Wachholz. Jerome has been a
member of SPI since 1995 and is a resident of the
great state of Ohio. His collecting specialty is the
Olympic Games. If you need info on the club or
have questions on your membership, feel free to
contact Jerome (his e-mail address is at the bottom
of this page and mailing address on the inside front
cover) who I’m sure will be happy to help!

New Olympic Collector Organization

After three years of meetings and a blizzard of
intercontinental e-mails, a new association of
Olympic collector organizations representing
philatelists, numismatists and memorabilia and pin
collectors, will be uniting under a single banner:
Association Internationale des Collectionneurs
Olympiques, or AICO. Once officially founded, the
International Olympic Committee has agreed to
recognize AICO.

Unlike the old FIPO, which this organization
replaces, AICO will be collector-run. An executive
board, elected by the member societies, will be
responsible for the association’s operation. The
initial General Assembly, to which SPI is invited as
a founding member, is tentatively scheduled for
May 2014 in Lausanne, Switzerland.

E-mail Registration

Our world seems to move more quickly every
time we turn around. It’s hard to keep up with the
latest information, even when it comes to our
hobby. We at SPI try to stay in touch with our
members in a timely fashion – often by e-mail.

About 75% of our membership have registered
their e-mail addresses with us. Most allow us to
print their addresses in the journal and directory,
while about 15% ask us to keep their e-mail ad-
dresses “for office use only,” which we are happy
to do.

How about the remaining 25% of you? If we
need to get in touch it’s far easier (and saves your
society money in postage and mailing costs) if we
can communicate via e-mail. If you’re unsure if we
have your e-mail address on file, I’m sure our new
Membership Chairman will be happy to double
check for you.

Corrections

¶ In my article “Surf, Skate, Snow - Part 2,” I gave
the impression that the members of the skate-
boarding Z-Boys made a practice of using empty
residential swimming pools without the permission
of their owners. This was not always true. In reality,
according to SPI member Sid Marantz, “the ‘Dog
Bowl’ sessions were with permission and were not
outlaw sessions. The pool owner let the kids trash
his pool.” Sid, who is still a member of the Venice
Skateboard Association, added that he recalled
being a skater in the pre-Dogtown days when your
skateboard had clay or steel wheels and your “face
was your helmet”!
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I can’t believe we have come full cycle once more.
So as I do each year, on behalf of the officers and
board members of Sports Philatelists International,
I would like to wish you and your families a won-
derful holiday and a peaceful and prosperous 2014!


