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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Mark Maestrone

We at SPI hope all of you have been keeping
well in spite of these challenging times. Perhaps
the extra sojourn at home has allowed you an
opportunity to catch up on organizing your
collection, working on your exhibit, or reading JSP!

SPI 2020 Election

It’s time to cast your ballots for the officers and
board members who oversee the inner workings of
your  society.

Your election ballot is en-
closed with this issue. You may
also submit your ballot elec-
tronically. Use your smartphone
to scan the QR code at left or
enter the URL below to access
your online ballot!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2L9XYMM

Whichever way you choose, please take a
moment to vote – the candidates will appreciate it.
And a hearty round of applause for our Membership
Chairman, Jerome Wachholz, who is doubling as
the Nominations Chairman this year. The deadline
for receiving ballots (by mail or online) is 1 August
2020.

It’s membership renewal time!

If you find a renewal envelope enclosed with
this issue, then it’s time to renew. Digital members
will receive an email notice.

We won’t be raising our dues for the 2020-2021
season. It will still be the same as it has been since
2013: $31 for US/Canada members, and $43 for
international.

However, with the continual rise in postal rates
(and printing costs, for that matter), there’s no
guarantee that our rates won’t increase for 2022. So
why not take advantage of our current, absurdly
low dues, and renew for a few years at one time.
You’ll save some money and at the same time
continue to help your society. As always, you can
pay by PayPal, check, money order, or even cash.

Updated information on the mysterious
“HSS & Co” Perfin

In the Spring 2020 (March) issue of JSP, Norm
Jacobs wrote about an unusual 1908 cover ad-
dressed to “J Roessler-Orowsky. Esq” at the All
England Tennis Club in Wimbledon. Mailed from
Birmingham, England, the 1d King Edward VII
stamp has a perfin with the initials “HSS & Co” –
only the third known, and unique on cover. But
what business was this, and what, if any, connec-
tion was there with Roessler-Orovsky?

Norman Rushefsky took up the challenge.
Heading online, he discovered Kelly's Directory of
Birmingham (Including the Suburbs and the Bor-
oughs of Smethwick and Aston Manor) 1908, which
included both commercial and residential listings.
Thoroughly searching the commercial listings for
“H” and “S” he came up with what he believes is
the only possible match for the initials: Howard
Smith, Slocombe & Co, Chartered Accountants at
Bank Chambers, 11 Waterloo St. This neatly fits
with the “HS” in one line, “S” in the second line,
and “& Co” in the third.

Howard Samuel Smith must have been the
main partner. There doesn’t seem to have been a
Slocombe in the listings.

Furthermore, Smith resided at 6 Woodbourne
Road, Edgbaston which tallies with the corner
card’s “Edgbaston Tournament” inscription. Nor-
man’s guess: Howard Smith mailed the letter from
his office in Birmingham.

While there is no listing of an “Edgbaston Crick-
et & Lawn Tennis Club,” there is the Edgbaston
Archery & Lawn Tennis Society (Percy W. Horne,
Hon. Sec.) on Westbourne Road, Edgbaston. As
Norman recalls from his research, Edgbaston is a
district southwest of Birmingham that at the time
was incorporated into Birmingham.

Norman was also able to confirm that “Howard
Smith, Slocombe & Co” were in business as early
as 1902. Since the earliest instance of this perfin is
on a stamp cancelled in 1905, the 1908 use by this
accounting firm is certainly feasible.

So were Howard Smith and Roessler-Orovsky
acquainted? That mystery remains to be solved!


