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Sherwin receiving his award from IOC President

Samaranch at ROMOLYMPHIL '82.

Remembering
Sherwin Podolsky

by James Bowman

I
t was by email from Adele Podolsky that I

learned of the passing of Sherwin on Saturday

evening, June 7, 2008. Services were conducted

June 12 with interment at Mt. Sinai Cemetery in

Simi Valley, California.

My recollections of Sherwin go back to the ‘70s

w h e n  I  fi r st  s e ri o u sl y  b e ga n  ex h i b it i ng  m y

thematic1936 Olympic Games. We often visited and

discussed the technicalities of exhibiting and my

desire to include some better material in my exhibit.

It was during one of these visits that I purchased a

much desired New York City German Railroad

meter with the slogan “TO GERMANY FOR THE

OLYMPICS.” This was a very special item for me

because it was the only postal marking used in the

United States recognizing the 1936 Games.

Sherwin began collecting Olympic Games

philately in 1956 when Ernest Trory’s The Philatelic

History of the Olympic Games was first published.

He was a Charter Member of SPI and knew the

former SPI president Barbara de Violini. He exhib-

ited locally and internationally and authored the SPI

publication Postal History and Vignettes of the 1932

Olympic Games as well as being a member of the

International Federation o f Olym pic P hilate ly.

Sherwin definitely believed that philately was a two-

way street and that members of organizations like

SPI should actively share in the responsibilities for

such organizations that promote international

understanding and personal pleasure. This may

seem idealistic to some readers but it is validated by

the fact that Sherwin authored over 160 articles,

repo rts and reviews up until health problems

intervened. His association with SPI during the

period of 1982 to 2002 included holding the offices

of President, Vice President and Director.

Sherwin mostly limited his exhibiting experi-

ences to the 1932 Olympic Games but his interests

spanned the entire history of the Games and he

always had an eagle eye out for the unusual item

often not recognized by others as to its importance

as an Olympic collectible. The full story about one

such item was published in the SPI journal, Volume

5, Number 6 in 1993 under the title “The Dynamite

Cover.”

Sherwin first became aware of “The Dynamite

Cover” in 1960. In 1977, the cover was consigned to

a Peter Kenedi auction and he was an unsuccessful

bidder. In January1993, the cover appeared in a lot

in a Superior Gallery auction. Again he was an

unsuccessful bidder. However, this cover appeared

again in an Alevizos auction in April 1993 where he

was the succe ssful bidder at a price under his

previous bids. As Sherwin wrote  in his art icle:

“Goodbye to the Dynamite Cover, I thought.”

You might be wondering why the interest in this

cover. It was a return envelope with imprinted

address “Actien-Gesellschaft Dynamit Nobel” frank-
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The so-called “Dynamite Cover.”

From Sherwin’s 1960 Squaw Valley Olympic col-

lection: last day of operation postmark of the

Olympic Valley, Calif. Post Office on May 3, 1960.

ed with a Greek 1896 Olympic 25 lepta stamp tied

by a socked-on-the-nose Athens 1 cancel dated April

2, 1896 by the Greek calendar on the ninth day of the

Games. Furthermore, this cover addressed to the

Stock Company of the Nobel Dynam ite has addi-

tional importance in the fact that Nobel established

the Nobel Prize. Sherwin even suggested that the

Nobel Company may have had a role in the con-

struction of the Stadium. Such articles revealed

many deta ils previously unknown to most SPI

members. In the final few years of life  he was

unable to communicate with others and thus his

advice as to the disposition of his collections could

not be made known to the few of us that assisted

the family in successfully doing so.

Sherwin was also helpful to youngsters inter-

ested in philately. Upon notifying Greg Cox of

Sherwin’s passing, Greg, now a dealer in Northern

California, related to me how helpful Sherwin was

in mentoring him and even to this day, Greg has a

notebook file of all of Sherwin’s letters, some of

which I have read. The correspondence spanned

the years 1955-1957 and involved more than 30

letters. Greg was in his teens and living in Port

Angeles, Washington with a strong desire to get into

the stamp business to “make money.” Sherwin was

living in Chicago at that time and contact was made

as the result of an ad. Early on they both shared an

interest in Israel and Trieste. Sherwin often provided

Greg with hints about what to buy and at what price.

His typewritten letters were extremely detailed and

bordered on being a market analysis. In one letter

he advised Greg “don’t wait, the price will be up.”

It is interesting to note that about 37 years later

at a stamp show in Anaheim, Sherwin walked by

Greg’s booth and for the first time the two of them

finally met. Thereafter followed home visits, email-

ing and occasional phone conversations. Greg offers

that “He was my mentor as I knew of no other

collectors, consequently the path that I took with my

various upcoming collections were really pre-

determined by his imprinting. Without his writings,

in all probability, I would have been on an entirely

different path – once again, the rings caused by

stone thrown in a pond, the butterfly effect.”

As early as 1993, Sherwin wrote in the previously

cited issue of JSP that “Readers might ask them-

selves: 1) When the time comes, how should my

valuable sport or Olympic collection be handled? 2)

If it is to be auctioned, who is an effective and

reliable auctioneer? 3) Can the consigner have

control over the lot descriptions? Although Sherwin

had not fully addressed all these direct questions,

his many and well researched JSP articles became

a very important resource in preparing for and

disposing of his collections.

The disposal of Sherwin’s collection was a 2-year

process. With the valuable assistance of Conrad

Klinkner, we evaluated the collection, selling most

of it to persons known to us to have an interest in

specific pieces. Much of the remainder was con-

signed to the SPI Auctions. It is of interest to note

that only 23 items were sent to a major auction

house, all of which, including the Nobel cover, sold

at twice our estimate. Unfortunately, Sherwin did

not realize how much his many detailed JSP articles

would serve as a basis for identifying and evaluating

his important items.

The loss of Sherwin is a great loss of a source of

knowledge about Olympic Games philately and I

know that Sherwin would be well pleased if he

knew that other SPI members were willing to pick

up the torch and share their knowledge with others.
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