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BOOK REVIEW
by Mark Maestrone

Plaatfouten en Kenmerken de Olympische Spe-
len 1928 (“Plate Faults and Characteristics of the
Olympic Games 1928”) by Dirk Wolthuis. Paper-
back in full color, self-published (2010), pp. 143. In
Dutch with a brief introduction in English. Price:
€29.50. Postage: €10.45 (USA and outside Europe
via priority mail); €4.44 (Europe, normal) or €6.16
(Europe, priority). Order from the author via e-mail
(evanzeelt@chello.nl) or: Dirk Wolthuis, Clementi-
straat 11, NL-1323 BH Almere, Netherlands.

This is certainly one of the most in-depth stud-
ies of any set of Olympic stamps I have seen.

Dirk Wolthuis, with the encouragement of
Laurentz Jonker, spent 5 years researching and
analyzing the plate faults and other characteristics
of the eight stamps issued by the Netherlands for
the 1928 Amsterdam Olympic Games. Comparing
his own extensive collection of specimens with full
sheets at the Museum of Communications in the
Hague, he was able to identify the plate position of
some 750 different stamps.

Why so many plate faults? As explained in the
forward, the printer, Enschedé and Sons, had very
little time to print the stamps. For example, the 10c
runner stamp was approved on 17 March 1928. The
first day of issue for the set was fixed for 27 March
1928. As it was necessary to distribute the stamps to
post offices at least one week prior to the first day,
the printer was in a rush to complete the job.

With no time to spare, corners were cut in the
offset printing process. Plates were not checked for
damage nor cleaned of ink with any regularity. By
using too much or too little ink, the errors, which
typically appear as white marks of varying shapes
and sizes, might be reduced or even disappear.

Wolthuis presents his information in a very
easy-to-understand fashion (see facing page). Each
denomination is discussed individually.

The first page shows a model of the 200-stamp
sheet indicating the plate positions with faults. On
the following pages, the faults are identified by
location on the plate. Lastly, enlargements of each
plate fault are described and illustrated in detail.

The author provides guidance in valuing the
plate faults based on contemporary  catalog prices
in mint never hinged, mint and used condition.
These are listed at the top of each model page.

Even though every fault is described in detail –
in Dutch – the excellent full-color enlargements are
generally sufficient for purposes of identification.
When there is some doubt, especially with very
small or multiple faults, it helps to be able to read
the one- or two-sentence descriptions. A Dutch
dictionary or free online translation service, such as
Google, would suffice.

While the information in this book may exceed
the level of detail needed by the average Olympic
collector, for anyone specializing in the 1928 Olym-
pic Games stamps this is an invaluable reference.

[Thanks to Laurentz Jonker for help with this
review.]
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For each denomination, a model (above left) shows the distribution of plate faults on the 200-stamp sheets.
Successive pages show the location of plate faults (above right). Each of those faults is then illustrated in detail,
with additional descriptions in Dutch (below). For example, follow plate fault 148 from its position on the page
to its location on the stamp, and finally to the detailed description and illustration below: “Orange dot under
right knee.” Sometimes, as in plate position 136, there are multiple faults.


