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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Mark Maestrone
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I find it utterly unbelievable that another year
has (nearly) passed! Where does time fly? Maybe
it’s because 2010 has been such a busy one.

February’s Vancouver Olympics treated us to
some spectacular athletics particularly from Can-
ada’s “home” team which walked away with an
unprecedented  14 gold medals – the most by any
country in a single Olympic Winter Games.

For a month this summer, we were captivated
by the best competitors in the world’s most popular
sport – football  – as the quadrennial FIFA World
Cup went to the African continent for the very first
time. South Africa, by all measures, was a wonder-
ful host for the competition which was capped off
with a victory by Spain whose team had never
before been football world champions.

August provided the “youth of the world” with
a new Olympic opportunity – the inaugural Youth
Olympic Games – geared specifically for the
world’s best athletes between the ages of 14 and
18. For 13 days, the island nation of Singapore
hosted 7,500 athletes from 140 nations who vied for
201 gold medals in all 29 Olympic summer sports.

What, then, do we have to look forward to in
2011, you may ask?

Of paramount importance to SPI is our next
international convention which will be held from
April 29 - May 1 at WESTPEX in San Francisco. If
you’ve never been, WESTPEX is among the top two
or three annual philatelic exhibitions in the U.S.

In addition to a great bourse which frequently
draws dealers from outside the country, you can
always count on an excellent array of exhibits. Of
course I hope SPI will be well represented. While
SPI has been guaranteed a certain number of
frames until January 15, they fill up fast so don’t
delay! Applications are available at westpex.com,
or you may write me for a copy.

Andrew Urushima and I are busy planning the
activities for the convention including a speaker for
our general meeting and hopefully an outing.

The official auctioneer for WESTPEX will be
Schuyler Rumsey Philatelic Auctions of San Fran-
cisco. In a quirk of fate, the auction will feature the
medal winning exhibit and collection of SPI mem-
ber, Victor T. Manikian of Anchorage, Alaska, who
passed away on February 20, 2010 at the age of 81.

While Vic, who joined SPI in 1986, had a phila-
telic interest in track and field, it was his summer
Olympic collection which won him international
plaudits. His 8-frame thematic exhibit, “The Olym-
pic Movement and Games, 1894-1948,” was last
shown in competition at Olympex, The Olympic
Expo during the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games at
which he won a Gold medal plus the Silver Cham-
pions medal awarded to the second best exhibit
overall.

Those who cannot attend the WESTPEX show
and auction in person can request a catalog
through their website: www.rumseyauctions.com.

The WESTPEX show will take place at the San
Francisco Airport Marriott Hotel in Burlingame, just
south of San Francisco International Airport. The
Marriott doubles as the show hotel with a special
room rate of $113 per night (single/double occu-
pancy) plus taxes. The hotel provides complimen-
tary shuttle service (4:30AM - 11PM) between the
hotel and the airport.

This is going to be a great show and I hope to
see many of you there. In the meantime, the offi-
cers and directors of SPI would like to wish you and
your families

Happy Holidays and a 
Healthy Prosperous 2011!


