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REVIEWS OF PERIODICALS
by Mark Maestrone

Esprit: Sports et Olympisme: Jean-Pierre Picquot,
172 Bd. Berthier, 75017 Paris, France. [In French]

September 2010 (#57).  Fencing, a very popular
sport in Europe, celebrated its 2010 World Champi-
onships in Paris from 4-13 November. It’s not sur-
prising, therefore, that this issue of Esprit focused
coverage on the sport. Jacques Castanet looks back
at the historical aspects of World Championships of
fencing dating back to the first in Paris in 1937.
René Christin follows with a philatelic review of the
championships, particularly those contested in
France.

Additional subjects covered in this issue include
the 2010 Youth Olympic Games in Singapore, 2010
World Championships in Basque Pelota, and the
International Olympic Day celebrations in Annecy,
a candidate for the 2018 Winter Olympics.

Filabasket Review: Luciano Calenda, POB 17126 -
Grottarossa, 00189 Rome, Italy. [Color, in English]

August 2010 (#32). In addition to the regular col-
umns covering new (and newly-discovered) bas-
ketball related philately, this issue provides a
couple of very interesting articles. The first con-
cerns U.S. track and field star, Wilma Rudolph who
is best known for her stellar performance at the
1960 Rome Olympic Games where she won three
gold medals. Less well known is that she also was
quite a good high school basketball player!

The second interesting article discussed the
“The Women’s Olympics” which were conducted
in Europe between 1921 and 1934 by the Federa-
tion Sportive Feminine Internationale (FSFI). In all,
four “Olympic Games” strictly for women were
held before the organization was absorbed into the
IAAF (International Amateur Athletic Federation) in
1936.

Torch Bearer: Miss Paula Burger, 19 Hanbury Path,
Sheerwater, Woking, Surrey GU21 5RB, U.K.

September 2010 (Vol. 27, #3). As we approach the
2012 Games in London, Torch Bearer will be cover-
ing another facet of Olympic collectibles: pins. In a
series to be published over the next two years, pin
specialists, Sid Marantz and Bud King, will discuss
how to build an Olympic pin collection.

Also covered in this issue is the 1st Youth Olym-
pic Games held in Singapore in August. Thomas
Lippert reviews the so-called “Journey of the Youth
Olympic Flame” with particular emphasis on the
visit of the flame to Berlin. Ellis Kwan follows with
a presentation of Singapore Post’s philatelic pro-
gram for the Games.

Other articles in this issue include Part 3 of
Brian Hammond’s “Philatelic History of the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee” (covering the 92nd

through 103rd IOC Sessions) and new Royal Mail
issues for the 2012 London Olympics.

French issue for 2010 World Fencing Championships.

(Above) New SOC Smartstamp and cycling postmark.
(Below) French PAP for basketball.


