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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Mark Maestrone

The SPI web site is located at: http://www.sportstamps.org
Mark Maestrone: markspi@prodigy.net Dale Lilljedahl: dalij@sbcglobal.net
Charles Covell: covell@louisville.edu Patricia Ann Loehr: (none at this time)
Andrew Urushima: aurushima@yahoo.com Norman Rushefsky: normanrush@yahoo.com
Norman Jacobs: nfjjr@comcast.net Robert Wilcock: bob@towlard.freeserve.co.uk
John La Porta: album@comcast.net Glenn Estus: gestus2002@yahoo.com

SPI Convention at WESTPEX 2011

If you didn’t attend our 10th International Con-
vention at WESTPEX in early April, you really did
miss a terrific exhibition and a fun convention!

The weather in San Francisco was outstanding;
the San Francisco Airport Marriott was a particularly
inviting venue right on San Francisco Bay.

The highlights of our convention were the SPI
outing on Friday night to a downtown San Fran-
cisco restaurant, our meeting with guest speaker
Jim Bowman on Saturday and the awards banquet
that evening, and the Schuyler Rumsey auction on
Sunday featuring the world class Olympic exhibit
and collection of the late Vic Manikian.

A more complete review of the SPI convention
and auction are presented on pages 8-12. My
thanks to the show committee, exhibitors and
attendees for making this event a great success!

FIPO Reorganization

At the invitation of the International Olympic
Committee, a working group of five senior mem-
bers of the Olympic philatelic community con-
vened in Lausanne, Switzerland on April 4 and 5,
2011, to discuss the future of the International
Federation of Olympic Philately (FIPO). Out of this
meeting has emerged a First Report which outlines
the plan to create a new international Olympic
collectors organization that will unite philatelic,
memorabilia and numismatic associations.

This First Report, along with a cover letter from
Mr. Timo Lumme, Co-ordinator of the, IOC Philat-
ely, Numismatics and Memorabilia Commission,
are enclosed with this issue of the journal.

In this first phase, the working group encour-
ages each interested society and its members to

review the First Report and respond with com-
ments to either the head of its own association (in
our case, to myself), or directly to the IOC (the
address is provided near the end of the report.

The deadline for receipt of comments from
individuals and/or associations is 31 August 2011.

As one of the five members of the working
group, I fully support this idea of a unified Olympic
collecting body to replace FIPO. While the new
organization will, for the most part, become a self-
financing entity, it will continue to maintain strong
ties to the International Olympic Committee.

17th World Olympic Collectors Fair

Upcoming the first week of August is the World
Olympic Collectors Fair. This will be the very first
time this fair has been held in the United States.

Whether you are a buyer, seller, or collector of
Olympic memorabilia, pins, torches, medals,
stamps, coins, etc., this is a wonderful opportunity.

In all there will be some 100 dealers in the
22,500  square foot Olympic Pavilion. A 24-frame
philatelic exhibit area will be presented. The USPS
will be there with a special Olympic postmark.

The show is being held in conjunction with the
larger National Sports Collectors Convention from
4-7 August at the Donald E. Stephens Convention
Center in Rosemont, Illinois, just a stone’s throw
from Chicago’s O’Hare Airport.

The NSCC, which will occupy 300,000 square
feet in 2 adjacent halls, expects 30,000 attendees
over the 4 days of the convention. You do NOT
want to miss this event!

For more information, refer to page 2 of this
issue or our SPI website (www.sportstamps.org).
The website also has hotel information with special
show rates.


