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THE SPORTS ARENA
by Mark Maestrone

Alain Hébert recently sent an update to his
article “What is an Olympic Stamp? The Vancouver
Experience” which appeared in the Winter 2010
issue of JSP.

He had just purchased a Mozambique “Olym-
pic” souvenir sheet which he wished to share with
readers. The item in question, shown above, was
obviously printed after the conclusion of the Van-
couver Games as all six stamps that make up the
sheet feature gold medalists.

One stamp in particular (top right) showed a
not-so-fine moment in Olympic history – the post-
game hijinks of the Canadian women’s ice hockey
team after winning the tournament. According to

press reports, the
team’s celebration
spilled out of the locker
room and back onto
the ice, fortunately af-
ter the fans had left the
arena. Toasting each
other with beer and
champagne and puff-
ing on some rather
serious-looking stogies,
the women took turns mugging for each other’s
cameras (and evidently a few press photographers
too). One of the many photos that escaped into the
public arena is shown at bottom left.

Thanks to Mozambique, we have a memorable
Olympic moment captured for eternity on a stamp!

Postcard enthusiasts will be disappointed to
learn that there may not be any officially-licenced
postcards for next year’s 2012 London Olympic
Games.

According to a report in the March 2011 issue of
Picture Postcard Monthly, two of the U.K.’s better
known publishers, Judges and Kardorama, have
declined to pay what they feel are exorbitant fees
to the London Organizing Committee (LOCOG) for
the rights to produce official postcards.

With a stringent ban on unauthorized use of any
Olympic branding, it seems unlikely that even
unofficial cards will be produced.

You just never know when you’ll run across an
Olympic connection on a stamp at which you might
not otherwise have given a second look.

During a recent search for stamps reproducing
images of works by my favorite Olympic architect,
Santiago Calatrava, I happened upon an interesting
cover in my collection celebrating the 200th anniver-
sary of the birth of Evangelis Zappas, a renowned
Greek philanthropist. It was Zappas who revived
the Olympic Games in 1859 (this was prior to the
founding of the IOC in 1894 by de Coubertin).

What sparked my interest in the cover were the
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stamps used for franking (right). A 1 drachma
stamp from 1975 featured Zappas. To make up the
correct postal rate, which was probably 120 drach-
ma in 2000, an additional stamp was added show-
ing the Rio-Antirrio Bridge crossing the Gulf of
Corinth near Patras. The design of the bridge bore
the tell-tale features of a Calatrava creation, but
sadly turned out not to be his.

What I did discover was a hidden Olympic
connection. While this stamp was issued in 1999
and used on this cover in 2000, the bridge itself was
not completed until just prior to the start of the 2004
Athens Olympic Games. At its inauguration on 7
August 2004, the first people to cross the bridge 

were the Olympic Torch Relay – a fact that the
cover’s creator could not possibly have anticipated.
Now, how’s that for an Olympic philatelic surprise!

Bruce Tomkins very kindly agreed to scan for
me this terrific postcard which he picked up during
our recent SPI convention at WESTPEX. The card
shows the entire 1968 U.S. Olympic Men’s Swim-

ming Team following the Olympic Trials held at the
Belmont Plaza Olympic Pool in Long Beach, Cali-
fornia. Does anyone know the name of the mystery
swimmer (fourth from the right) in the front row?

Front Row (Left to Right): Edwin Olson (Asst. Manager), Ray Rivero, Mitch Ivey, Ronnie Mills, Carl Robie (team
captain), Brent Berk, ? , John Ferris, Don Schollander, Mike Burton. Middle Row (Left to Right): William Lippman
(Manager), Gary Hall, Ross Wales, Ken Merten, Charles Hickox, Don McKenzie, David Perkowski, Mark Spitz, Chet
Jastremski, Andrew Strenk, Don Gambril (Asst. Coach), George Haines (Coach). Top Row (Left to Right): Jackson
Horsley, Bill Johnson, Larry Barbiere, Pete Williams, Doug Russell, Ken Walsh, Stephen Rerych, Zachary Zorn,
Greg Buckingham, Mike Wall, Philip Long, Brian Job, John Nelson.


