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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Mark Maestrone

The SPI web site is located at: http://www.sportstamps.org
Mark Maestrone: markspi@prodigy.net Dale Lilljedahl: dalij@sbcglobal.net
Charles Covell: covell@louisville.edu Patricia Ann Loehr: (none at this time)
Andrew Urushima: aurushima@yahoo.com Norman Rushefsky: normanrush@yahoo.com
Norman Jacobs: nfjjr@comcast.net Robert Wilcock: bob@towlard.freeserve.co.uk
John La Porta: album@comcast.net

SPI 50th Anniversary Planning

Planning for our 50th anniversary celebration at
INDYPEX from September 28-30, 2012 is now in full
swing. The theme for our party is the centennial of the
1912 Stockholm Olympic Games with a special nod to
the man regarded as the world’s greatest athlete at that
time, Jim Thorpe. At present, I’m working on securing
permission for a Thorpe postmark. Hopefully, we’ll also
have a speaker knowledgeable about that Olympic era.

I have been informed by the show’s organizers that
the exhibiting prospectus and application will be avail-
able on their website (indianastampclub.org/indy.html)
very soon. We are also awaiting confirmation of the
hotel rate for the Wyndham Indianapolis West Hotel.

If you’d like to volunteer to help, please send me an
email (markspi@prodigy.net).

SPI Election: 2012-2014

It is once again time for our SPI elections. Nomina-
tions are now open for all officers and board of directors
positions. Any SPI member in good standing is eligible
to run. Nominations must be received by our Nomina-
tions Chairman, Joe Lopreiato, no later than May 1, 2012.
His address is: 1105 Betts Trail Way, Potomac, MD 20854
(e-mail: jolopreiato@comcast.net)

Still Seeking a New Membership Chairman

Isn’t there any member out there willing to donate
a little of his or her time for the good of the society?

SPI is still searching for a new Membership Chair-
man to take over the duties of maintaining our roster,
fielding occasional questions from members and non-
members alike, and generally keeping contact with you.

This isn’t a time-consuming job, nor are there many
requirements. You should be: (1) a US resident; (2) own
and use a computer; (3) have e-mail capability; (4) be
at least acquainted with using Excel spreadsheets which
are how we maintain our roster.

18th World Olympic Collectors Fair, Athens

We have now received the program of events and
registration information for the Olympic Collectors Fair
to be held in Athens, Greece from May 17-20 in conjunc-
tion with the handing over of the Olympic Flame to the
London Olympic Organizing Committee. The full an-
nouncement is on page 29 of this issue as well as on our
website.

Briefly, tables at the fair are priced at €100 and
include a ticket to the banquet (valued at €45). Partici-
pants are also provided with accreditation for the hand-
over ceremony on May 17 at the Panathenaic Stadium.
For more information or to make reservations, please
contact Mrs. Anastasia Baleli (abaleli@hoc.gr). Deadline
for table reservations is March 26.

A small number of members from the U.S. will be
there (including myself). If you plan to go, please let me
know (via email, if possible), so I can keep you in the
loop for future information.

Clarification

Member Trevor Bevan of New Zealand caught your
editor being a tad, shall we say, Ameri-centric.

In the Winter 2011 issue of JSP, an article by Roman
Sobus discussed the 1944 Olympic Games held at the
Gross Born POW camp in Poland which housed Polish
officers during WWII. In his translation of the printed
Olympic program, Roman consistently used the Ameri-
can term “soccer” to refer to football events. While this
is not incorrect for American readers, a more accurate
translation  would have been “football”.

As it so happens, the term “soccer” actually pre-
dates “football” when used to describe Association
Football. In the 19th century on the playing fields of
British public schools, “association” was often short-
ened to “soc” and those who played it were “soc-ers” ...
hence the derivation of the word“soccer.”


