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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Mark Maestrone

The SPI web site is located at: http://www.sportstamps.org
Mark Maestrone: markspi@prodigy.net Dale Lilljedahl: dalij@sbcglobal.net
Charles Covell: covell@louisville.edu Patricia Ann Loehr: (none at this time)
Andrew Urushima: aurushima@yahoo.com Norman Rushefsky: normanrush@yahoo.com
Norman Jacobs: nfjjr@comcast.net Robert Wilcock: bob@towlard.freeserve.co.uk
John La Porta: album@comcast.net

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN TO …

1. Cast your votes for the next 2-year term for the
officers and Board of Directors of SPI. You may vote
by marking and mailing in the (enclosed) ballot to
our Secretary/Treasurer Andrew Urushima, or you
may e-mail him your votes. (Deadline August 1.)

2. Renew your membership in SPI. Only those who
receive envelopes with this issue are up for re-
newal for the 2012-2013 year. (Deadline August 1.)

For those who would like to save some postage,
you may include your ballot with your SPI renewal
(sent to me) and I’ll forward them on to Andrew.

SPI-MEMBER, ELTEN SCHILLER’S PASSING

We note with sadness the passing of longtime
member Elten Schiller. Elten was the author of the
book “Baseball Stamps...Autographs,” an invaluable
reference for those interested in the multitude of
cachets used on FDCs of U.S. baseball stamps.

Elten was born in Germany in 1923 and emi-
grated with his parents to the U.S. when he was
one year old. Following his discharge from the Navy
in 1947, Elten worked in the front offices of two
baseball organizations, the Dodgers and Pad-res,
for a total of 41 years.

Elten was recognized for the many innovations
he brought to the business end of the game. Those
wishing more details regarding this extraordinary
man may peruse an obituary at:
www.legacy.com/obituaries/utsandiego/obituary.
aspx?n=elten-f-schiller&pid=156487761

- Norman Rushefsky

SPI 50TH ANNIVERSARY APPROACHING

Our celebration at INDYPEX is fast approaching.
From September 28-30, 2012 we’ll be gathering at
the  Wyndham Indianapolis West Hotel near the
airport. To reserve your hotel room, please call
(877) 361-4511 and mention INDYPEX to get the
special rate of $92 per night, single or double
occupancy.

This is a National Level APS World Series of
Philately exhibition so you can be sure that there
will be plenty of excellent exhibits on view. For
those of you who have not yet submitted your
applications to exhibit, I would recommend you do
that very soon. While there are a sufficient number
of frames reserved for us, the show committee will
eventually release them to other exhibitors.

We are working on an interesting program for
attendees. The theme of our convention is a cele-
bration of the centennial of the 1912 Olympic
Games in Stockholm, Sweden and its most notable
medalist, Jim Thorpe. In addition to a special
postmark, we will also have a small exhibit of
philately and memorabilia relating to the Games of
the Vth Olympiad assembled by Conrad Klinkner
and myself.

A speaker for the event has been selected, but
is pending final confirmation. Planned are one or
two additional PowerPoint presentations.

Last but not least, we will hold a special SPI
dinner on Friday, September 28 which you won’t
want to miss. I will have location and cost details
available shortly.

Those planning on attending the show (and
especially if you are interested in attending the
dinner), please drop me a line either by letter or
email (markspi@prodigy.net) so we can contact
you with more information.


