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THE SPORTS ARENA
by Mark Maestrone

Luxembourg’s Small States Games
Stamps Go Hi-Tech

This year, Luxembourg plays host to the 15th

Games of the Small States of Europe (GSSE). The
biennial sporting event will take place from 27 May to
1 June and involve teams from nine nations. The
participating states – all with under one million resi-
dents – are: Cyprus, Montenegro, Malta, Iceland,
Andorra, Liechtenstein, Monaco, San Marino, and of
course Luxembourg.

Competition will be in ten sports: athletics, cycling,
judo, table tennis, tennis, swimming, gymnastics,
shooting, basketball, and volleyball (both beach and
regular).

The internet will play an important role in this
year’s GSSE. For the first time, fans can follow the
action on any electronic device, be it a computer,
tablet or smartphone. Not surprisingly, the mascot is an
anthropomorphized computer device sporting a bright
red baseball cap and sneakers.

The se-tenant pair of stamps issued by Luxem-
bourg Post feature the official mascot in two different
poses. Reinforcing the hi-tech theme, each stamp also
includes a QR (Quick Response) code. When scanned
using a smartphone camera or other portable device
equipped with the special barcode reading application,
the square QR code acts as a quick link to the Games’
website: www.luxembourg2013.lu

The is not the first time a QRC has been added to
a sports stamp. Russia issued a single stamp in Sep-
tember 2012 for the upcoming 2014 Sochi Olympic
Winter Games. The entire design area of the square
stamp is a QRC linked to the Sochi Olympic website.

Luxembourg’s stamps, each with a value of €0.60,
are issued in vertical miniature panes of ten (five se-
tenant pairs). Pictograms of the ten sports are repro-
duced in the selvedge as are the QR codes. The date of
issue was 2 May 2013.

1928 Olympic Fencing Postcards
from Italy: An Update

Thanks to SPI members Jean-Pierre Picquot and
Jeffrey Tishman, we have some further details on the
1928 Olympic fencing postcards reported on in the
Spring 2013 issue of JSP.

We were able to identify the artist of six of the
cards: French painter, Georges Villa. We also discov-
ered that Villa was entered in the 1924 Paris Olympic
Games arts competition with a work entitled “Three
Panels on Fencing.” In the absence of an illustrated
reference for the arts competition, which I don’t be-
lieve exists,  I wondered what Villa’s entry looked like.

Since publication of the original article, we’ve
discovered that Villa’s entry actually consisted of three
pages (panels) from the book “Haut les Masques!”
(“Raise the Masks”), published in 1924 with text by
Armand Massard and Roger Ducret, two well-known
French fencers. The two-volume set is richly illustrated
with Villa’s fencing caricatures. Still unanswered,
though, was the question of which three illustrations
had been entered in the Paris competition?

In “Art & Olympisme” by Jean-Yves Guillain, we
found a reproduction of one panel, shown below.

What were the two other illustrations from “Haut
les Masques!” vying for honors at the 1924 Olympic
Games? That’s still a mystery which perhaps one of our
readers can answer!
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For the Olympic
Collector who has
(nearly) everything

The IRS leave you with a little money in your
pocket this year? Well hopefully you were the lucky
individual who managed to win this lot in the April 17
auction of “American Furniture, Folk & Decorative
Arts” conducted by Freeman’s Auctioneers & Apprais-
ers of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Lot 338, a “Rare 1904 St. Louis Olympic Games
ribboned participation medal” was quite a trinket!

Probably belonging to Samuel Morse Felton, Jr.
(1853-1930) of Philadelphia, the medal was described
as follows: “octagonal form, the obverse cast to show
a nude male, mid-stride, clutching a laurel branch, the
sun rising over his shoulder; the verso with legend and
the crests of St. Louis, France and the United States
against a background of ivy; the medal suspended
from a ribbon inscribed, ‘Aug. 29-31, Sept. 1-3, 1904’
and attached to a bar impressed, ‘Hon. Official.’”

Like his father, Samuel Morse Felton Jr. was a rail-
road man. After graduating from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT) in 1873, he became
president of various railroads, including the Alton and
St. Louis Railroad and the Chicago Great Western
Railway. He served as a member of the Transportation
Committee for the Louisiana Purchase Exposition. It’s
certainly likely that the Exposition organizing commit-
tee bestowed the medal on its senior members.

Freeman’s pre-sale estimate on the medal: $3,000 -
$5,000.

The hammer price? A whopping $24,000 (plus 25%
buyer’s premium of $6,000) for a grand total of $30K!

Vancouver Olympic Counterfeits
cost Canada Post $10M

Believe it or not, there are still counterfeit stamp
thieves out there making a fast buck. By one estimate,
Canada Post is losing $10 million annually on fakes!

While perusing recent offerings on eBay, I came
across a commercially used cover bearing the snow-
board stamp issued in 2009 by Canada Post for the
2010 Vancouver Olympic Winter Games. The seller, a
Canadian dealer, was clear: this was a counterfeit
stamp. How did he know? The real stamps have a
band of fluorescent tagging along all four sides which
glows green under ultraviolet light.

A little further investigation on the internet turned
up a useful article dated 13 March 2013.* According to
the report, a ring of stamp counterfeiters has been
selling their bogus wares through chains of conve-
nience stores in the Toronto and Montréal areas.
Arrests have been made by the Royal Canadian Mount-
ed Police.

Richard Gratton, secretary of the FIP and an expert
in the field, has identified some 32 different counterfeit
Canadian stamps. He added that in “2010, he looked at
27,000 envelopes and found almost one per cent –
0.65 per cent – had been posted with counterfeit
stamps” adding up to some “$100 to $200,000 per day.”

I ended up purchasing the cover for my collection.
The #10 cover is addressed to the Municipal Court in
Montréal and bears a circular docketing stamp in the
center.

Upon receipt of the cover, I scanned both a real
example from my collection as well as the counterfeit
on the cover. I used a resolution of 1600 dpi to make
comparison easy. The stamps are shown side-by-side
in the illustration at top.

When I superimposed the fake on top of the real
stamp, the designs were almost exactly aligned.
However one can see that at the same resolution, the
counterfeit’s printing is coarse in comparison. The real
stamp’s images are perfectly smooth even at this
magnification. And of course, if you have an ultraviolet
light, detection of fakes will be even easier.

* http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/story/2013/03/13/
quebec-canada-post-counterfeit-stamps.html

The real stamp (left), and the clever counterfeit (right).


