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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Mark Maestrone

The SPI web site is located at: http://www.sportstamps.org
Mark Maestrone: markspi@prodigy.net Dale Lilljedahl: dalij@sbcglobal.net
Charles Covell: covell@louisville.edu Patricia Ann Loehr: (none at this time)
Andrew Urushima: aurushima@yahoo.com Norman Rushefsky: normanrush@yahoo.com
Norman Jacobs: nfjjr@comcast.net Robert Wilcock: bob@towlard.freeserve.co.uk
John La Porta: album@comcast.net

Volunteer Still Needed!

At the risk of sounding like a broken record (or
possibly a stuck iTune), I’m still awaiting some help
from someone willing to step into the shoes of the
Membership Chairman.

I’ve been doing duty as the interim chairman for
the not-so-interim period of three years now.
Unfortunately, between my own business (yes, like
most of you I still have to work for a living) and my
SPI editorial/webmaster duties that leaves me little
time to devote to membership – an area critical to
our society’s well-being.

Being Membership Chairman is not onerous
duty. At its most basic level, it requires mainte-
nance of our membership database (using Excel),
processing new members, receipt of dues once a
year, and answering the occasional membership
question, or directing it to the right person. At most,
we are talking 1 or 2 hours per month.

I would hope, though, that the Membership
Chairman would also help out with developing new
avenues for soliciting members.

The only requirements: (1) you must be a US
resident; (2) own and use a computer; (3) have
e-mail capability; (4) be at least acquainted with
using Excel spreadsheets (no math involved!).

We’re just beginning a new membership year
so this is the perfect time to step forward and help
out YOUR society. Drop me a line to volunteer!

SPI Awards

SPI participated in this year’s APS Chapter and
Affiliate Web Site competition which featured the
websites of some 27 philatelic organizations associ-
ated with the American Philatelic Society. We were
among four gold medals awarded to the top society

websites. If you haven’t been to the site in awhile,
I invite you to surf by for a look. We try to provide
frequent updates. For members, this includes
checklists for the 2012 London Olympic Games
(still a few to add), a start to the 2014 Sochi Olym-
pic Winter Games list, and eventually one for the
2014 World Cup.

Your journal was entered in the literature
competition at the APS StampShow in August at
Minneapolis where it won a vermeil against some
pretty stiff competition. Kudos to all our writers out
there without whom there would be no JSP!

Corrections

¶ In Joseph Lopreiato’s article “1992 Albertville
Olympic Winter Games – 20 Years On” (Winter
2012), we misspelled 1968 Olympic gold medal
skier, Jean-Claude Killey’s name. Thanks to Jean-
Louis Emmenegger for catching the error.

¶ While reading Peter Street’s article “Cricket &
Philately – Cricket on the Subcontinent – Bangla-
desh” (Spring 2013), member Trevor Bevan ques-
tioned whether Indian player Kapil Dev was a spin
bowler. When contacted, the author responded: “I
was wrong! Dev was in fact an all-rounder. He was
a right arm batsman and a right hand fast medium
bowler not a spin bowler.”

¶ Our golf expert, Patricia Loehr, spotted an error in
her own article, “Follow-Up to a Philatelic Golf
Threesome” (Summer 2013). The Merion Golf Club
in Pennsylvania was not the site of the 1930 U.S.
Open in which Bobby Jones won his (Pre-Masters)
Grand Slam, but rather the U.S. Amateur. The 1930
U.S. Open that year was played at the Interlachen
Country Club in Edina, Minnesota.


