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REVIEWS OF PERIODICALS
by Mark Maestrone

Esprit: Sports et Olympisme: Jean-Pierre Picquot,
172 Bd. Berthier, 75017 Paris, France. [In French]

March 2013 (#67). In May of this year, Paris hosted
the World Championships of Table Tennis. France
Poste commemorated the event with a pair of
stamps. Writing in this issue of Esprit, Hubert
Menand reviews 70 years of table tennis philately.
This year was also the 150th birth anniversary of
Pierre de Coubertin, philatelically celebrated in an
article by René Christin. One of France’s earliest
skiing champions, Émile Allais, passed away in
2012 having made it to the century mark. René
provides an interesting overview of his life with
skiing philately dating back to the 1930s.

June 2013 (#68). Part one of Manfred Bergman’s
unpublished work on the postal stationery of the
1924 Paris Olympic Games presents a fascinating
study of the so-called “Pasteur” cards. Vincent
Girardin previews the 19th Olympic Collectors Fair
held in Bø, Norway. Last but not least, Jean-Bernard
Kazmierczak, reports on efforts to restore the tomb
in Edinburgh, Scotland of noted French golfer,
Arnaud Massy. Massy is the only Frenchman to
have won any of golf’s (men’s) major tournaments
(1907 Open Championship in England).

Filabasket Review: Luciano Calenda, POB 17126 -
Grottarossa, 00189 Rome, Italy.[Color, in English]

April 2013 (#40). The editor of Filabasket catches
up on a continuing series, “The complete overview
of basketball Olympic stamps” with part 6 covering
the Seoul 1988 and Barcelona 1992 Olympics. Some
interesting items are also found in this issue’s
regular columns on “new ‘old’ items,” “curiosities
– miscellanea,” and early basketball equipment
(balls and hoops).

IMOS Journal: Diethard Hensel, Dorfstr. 15, OT
Koselitz,  D-01609 Röderaue, Germany. [In German]

February 2013 (#157). The highlight of this issue is
a wonderfully instructive examination of the 1924
Olympic Games “Milon of Croton” stamp from
France. Rüdiger Fritz and Hans-Georg Starr start

with the essays, continue through numerous
usages on covers and cards, and conclude with the
overprints for the French Mandate for Syria and the
Lebanon. Wolfgang Marx reports on the latest
private post football issues for various German
teams. Thomas Lippert discusses the philately of
recent Universiades (2011 Summer in Shenzhen,
China; 2011 Winter in Erzurum, Turkey; 2013 Sum-
mer in Kazam, Russia) and the upcoming Winter
Universiade in Trentino, Italy in December 2013.

May 2013 (#158). Coinciding with the annual IMOS
Congress, held this year in Gmunden in northwest-
ern Austria, the club distributed a special volume in
place of its usual journal.

The cover story by Manfred Bergman details the
“dream that did not happen”: the Berlin Olympic
Games of 1916. The story of those Games is pre-
sented through philately, numismatics, and memo-
rabilia

Three article on sports in Austria follow. Rein-
hard Franz presents the story of Victor Silberer, an
Austrian sports pioneer. Austria and table tennis in
an international context is reviewed by Christian
Klaus. Austria Post’s philatelic participation at the
2006 Turin and 2010 Vancouver Olympic Winter
Games, primarily through the series of stamps
portraying the Austrian Olympic team members, is
discussed by Thomas Lippert.

Olimpiafila: MOSFIT, Vorosmarty u. 65, 1064 Buda-
pest, Hungary. [In Hungarian; English synopses]

November 2012 (Vol. XV, No. 2). Congratulations go
to the town of Győr, Hungary, for being selected as
the host city of the 2017 European Youth Olympic
Festival. Certainly we will see some excellent
philatelic items produced for the event by Hungary
Post. Hungary hopes that this first Olympic-style
event will perhaps be a stepping stone to one day
hosting the Youth Olympics or Olympic Games
themselves!

The majority of this issue is devoted to a review
of the philately of the London Olympic Games and
Hungarian participation. Zoltan Klein salutes the
1952 Helsinki Olympic Games which were the most
successful Olympics for Hungarian athletes.
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Olympiaposten: NOSF Postboks 3221, Elisenberg,
NO-0208, Oslo, Norway. [In Norwegian]

Vol.8, No. 1, 2013. Norwegian speed skaters por-
trayed on postage stamps of other countries are
presented by Dag Henriksbø. Amusingly, Dag
places “postage” in parentheses and with a ques-
tion mark noting his skepticism over the legitimacy
of certain issues! Nevertheless, he covers many
notable sports stars such as Ivar Ballangrud, Knut
Johannesen, and Johann Olav Koss. A discussion of
skaters from Norway would be incomplete without
Sonja Henie. Fredrik Schreuder reviews her many
sports accomplishments through philately.

Phila-Sport: UICOS, c/o CONI Servizi, Piazza Lauro de
Bosis 15, Foro Italico, 00135 Rome, ITALY [In Italian]

January 2013 (#85). The featured article in this first
issue of 2013 is, once again, by Manfred Bergman –
this time on the 1912 Stockholm Olympic Games,
with anecdotes and trivia about the participants.
The tennis career of Andre Agassi, one of the
sport’s most successful stars, is detailed by Valeri-
ano Genovese. Giorgio Leccese provides a visually
stunning look at the essays and proofs of the Paris
1924 Olympic Games stamps of France. In a prior
issue of the magazine, a new series began on the
philatelic issues honoring each of the many IOC
Sessions through the years. This installment covers
the end of the emissions for the 1896 Session,
jumps ahead to the 15th Session in Stockholm, then
continues to the 63rd Session in Tokyo.

April 2013 (#86). Giorgio Leccese certainly is
passionate about football (soccer) as evidenced by
the extensive collection of production material he
displays for the early football stamps of Italy, Mo-
naco, and French-speaking countries. This issue
continues with the IOC Session philately from the
1964 Tokyo Session to the 83rd Session in Moscow.
Alvaro Trucchi brings us a well-illustrated discus-
sion of the 2013 World Championships of Nordic
Skiing at Val di Fiemme in Trentino, Italy. Additional
articles cover fencing, and memorabilia from the
Cortina Olympic Winter Games of 1956.

Tee Time: International Philatelic Golf Society, 8025
Saddle Run, Powell, OH 43065, USA.

June 2012 (#100). Opening this issue of Tee Time
is a great first day cover of the 1970 Eisenhower 6¢
stamp autographed by Arnold Palmer. Both “Amer-

ican Titans” played the Augusta National Golf
Course on multiple occasions. Also in this issue is
a report on golf course postcard packs from Austra-
lia, and new issues.

September 2012 (#101). Golf PAP envelopes from
France and unlisted (in the Scott Catalog) golf
issues are presented.

December 2012 (#102). John La Porta reports on a
picture post card promoting “Golf in Florida” that,
following some investigating, turned up promoting
golf in other places as well!

March 2013 (#103). Jim Gray provides “A Philatelic
Tribute to Severiano Ballesteros.”

Torch Bearer: Miss Paula Burger, 19 Hanbury Path,
Sheerwater, Woking, Surrey GU21 5RB, U.K.

March 2013 (Vol.30, #1). A theme not often pre-
sented is the philately of Ancient Olympia and the
International Olympic Academy. Bob Farley delves
into the subject displaying an astonishingly broad
body of philately for both the town (each torch
relay in recent years has had a postmark from the
town) as well as the various Olympic Academy
sessions and many seminars that have taken place
since the Academy opened in 1961. Also in this
issue is the first supplement to Bob Wilcock’s
“London 1948 Olympic Games” opus (still to be
reviewed by JSP), and more worldwide stamp
issues devoted to the London 2012 Olympics.

June 2013 (Vol.30, #2). Bob Farley takes us on a
trip to the Finnish Sports Museum in Helsinki. The
1948 Wembley Olympic cancels are discussed by
Bob Wilcock in a follow-up to his book on the 1948
Olympic Games. Evidently, there is more to the
story of the machine cancels for those Games than
initially met the eye. Also discussed in this issue is
the new Juan Antonio Samaranch Memorial Mu-
seum in Tianjin, China. Manfred Bergman contrib-
utes an article entitled “100 years of the First Pan-
Russian Olympiad, Kiev 1913.”

Publications available online

Grupo Podium: www.grupopodium.com.ar
Olympsport: www.olymp-sport.cz
Philatelic Volleyball Newsletter, available (via
email in PDF format) in English from Piet H.M. van
den Berg at volleyphil@home.nl


