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THE SPORTS ARENA
by Mark Maestrone

At the Paralympic Winter Games, skiers com-
pete in Downhill, Super Giant Slalom (Super-G),
Giant Slalom, Slalom, and Super Combined.
Visually-impaired skiers use the same equipment
as non-disabled skiers. The only difference is that a
sighted guide skis immediately ahead of the
visually-impaired skier, calling out verbal instruc-
tions so that the competitor knows when and in
what direction to turn.

Slovakia issued a pair of stamps for the 2014
Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games in Sochi,
Russia. The Paralympic stamp shows a downhill
skier, led by his sighted guide, negotiating a gate on
the course. According to Slovakia Post, this is the
first instance where both a Paralympic Alpine skier
and guide have been depicted on a stamp. Imagine
how in sync both the skier and guide must be in
order to successfully negotiate what would cer-
tainly be a challenging course for even a non-
disabled skier!

The America’s Cup, sailing’s premier event in
2013, was contested on San Francisco Bay – the
first time the Cup has not been held in open water.

This was also an important anniversary as it was
just thirty years ago when Australia II, captained by
John Bertrand and sailing under the auspices of the
Royal Perth Yacht Club, broke the United States’
132-year winning streak. Liberty, skippered by
Dennis Conner, had a 3-2 lead in the best-of-seven
series when Australia II blew by the Americans

winning the final three
races. All of Australia cele-
brated the victory which
put an end to the longest
winning streak in sports.

The headlines in the
next day’s paper said it all.

Australia Post selected
the Cup as one four ev-
ents to be celebrated in its
“Headline News” series
issued 23 July 2013.

Japan’s 68th annual National Athletic Meet in
2013 was held in Tokyo from 11 September through
14 October. Unlike prior meets, this one also
combined with the 13th National Sports Festival for
People with Disabilities. Together, 50 sports were
contested (37 for the National Athletic Meet and 13
for the People with Disabilities competitions).

From information provided by Yutaka Matsu-
bayshi, we know there were at least 25 different
sports postmarks used during the meet. He sent
along a copy of the golf postmark used from the
Hachoji Nishi post office from 29 September
through October 14.

The postmark (below right) depicts the mascot
of the games, Yurito, a black-headed gull, swinging
a golf club. The emblem of the games, shown
below left, includes Yurito.


