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BOOK REVIEW
by Mark Maestrone

To fully appreciate the philatelic story of the 1906
Olympic Games, one must understand not only the
Olympic Games, but Ancient Olympia itself. Just as
Heinrich Schliemann and Friedrich Adler brought to
life the ruins of the birthplace of the Olympics, noted
Greek philatelist, Michalis Tsironis, takes us on an
archeological dig, unearthing the story surrounding
the second oldest series of Olympic stamps.

In this beautifully produced, primarily philatelic
study of these often underapprec-
iated Olympics, Tsironis estab-
lishes the importance of the 1906
Games in keeping alive the Olym-
pic Movement after the nearly di-
sastrous so-called “Exposition
Games” of 1900 and 1904. There
follows a brief informative over-
view of Olympia, their mythology,
and the Ancient Games.

Michalis begins his quest by
resolving to unravel the mysteries
surrounding the evolution of this
second Olympic issue. To date,
three questions had never been
answered. First, who proposed the
subject matter for the 1906
stamps? Second, what artist de-
signed the series? And, third, who
was the engraver and printer?

The pieces of this philatelic
puzzle began to fall into place
when Tsironis was introduced to
the great-grandson of the designer
of the 1896 Olympic issue, Emile
Gillieron. Amongst the many pa-

pers the great- grandson held, the author discovered
“two sheets with depictions related to the stamps of
the Olympic Issue of 1906 … I was stunned: I could
see and hold the authentic depictions … [of] the first
proofs of the artist!”

With the designer of the 1906 issue now revealed
to be the same as for the 1896 Olympic stamps, Tsir-
onis was able to deduce both the man responsible for
selecting the subjects of the stamps – John Svoronos
– and that the engraver had to have been the French
associate of Gillieron, Louis-Eugene Mouchon.

The printing house (Perkins-Bacon) was less of a
mystery. What was not clear, however, was the
relationship of the printing house, J.P. Segg & Co.,
whose name appeared on the special presentation
sheets of the 14-stamp set. As it turns out, Segg was
merely the middle-man in this venture. Perkins-
Bacon, it can definitively be said, printed all the proofs
and stamps for the series.

Tsironis delves deeply into the details of the
stamps themselves. The subjects, not surprisingly, are
drawn from the remains of ancient Classical vases
and Hellenic coins, the latter a specialty of Mr. Svoro-

nos. The technical aspects from
essays to proofs to printing of the
stamps are examined, and con-
clude with a look at the printing
varieties.

For pure eye-appeal, at least
for philatelists, there is a richly
illustrated detailed discussion of
the usages, both domestic and
abroad, many registered, and ful-
filling a wide array of rates (an
extensive table of postal rates is
provided).

The final section of the book
brings us full circle back to the
raison d’être for this issue of
stamps: the 1906 Athens Olympic
Games. Tsironis provides a day-by-
day break down of the schedule
with discussions of the venues and
winners.

I highly recommend this book
for anyone interested in the early
Olympic Games. While a bit costly,
it will be among the stars of any
Olympic philatelic library.

Remarkable block of fifteen 1-lepton
stamps on a 25-lepta letter abroad.

1906 The Olympic Issue by Michalis Tsironis.
Full color, hardbound, 360 pages, in Greek &
English (parallel columns). Published by Michalis
Tsironis, 2006. Cost: €120 (includes s/h). Order
from the author: Deligiani 7, Kifisia, Attica 14561,
Greece. E-mail: info@tsironismichalis.gr

Winner of the prestigious Academy of Athens
prize in 2008 as well as some 15 Gold and

Large Gold medals at FIP, FEPA and
International Exhibitions.


