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SPI 2014 Board Meeting
7 December 2014

SPI held it’s annual Board Meeting by confer-
ence call. While the conversation among the eight
members covered a lot of territory, the primary
concern was how to attract new members – a
perennial problem for every philatelic group. In
addition to publicizing ourselves to non-philatelic
sports groups, we will also be looking into selling
memberships on eBay and exploring new routes
for advertising (Google Ads and publications such
as the ATA’s Topical Time). We hope to sign up
new members at two events at which SPI will be
present: the Olympic Collectors Fair in Lake Placid,
NY in September 2015, and NY2016 in May.

Overall, our membership numbers stay rela-
tively constant with a small net loss year-over-year.
Financially, SPI breaks even.

We would still like to find a Publicity Manager
who could help publicize the society to the main-
stream sports and Olympic community.

Two committees were created and staffed. The
first is tasked with reviewing our constitution which
has not been updated since at least the 1970s. The
second committee is developing a membership
survey to gather your ideas, opinions and concerns
about SPI.

We would like to create a Postmark Committee
whose job it will be to identify, coordinate and
develop sports and Olympic postmarks in the U.S.
Readers of our journal will have observed that the
number of sports and Olympic postmarks in the
U.S. has been dramatically decreasing. It is evident
that in the future it will probably be up to SPI to
organize sport/Olympic postmarks in cooperation
with the USPS. If helping in this endeavor sounds
like it might be fun, please contact me directly.

2015 World Olympic Collectors Fair
Lake Placid, NY – 10 to 13 September

It’s time to begin making plans to attend the
2015 Olympic Fair in Lake Placid, New York, site of
the 1932 and 1980 Olympic Winter Games.

In addition to a 100+ table bourse of dealers
from the US and overseas, the organizing commit-
tee is planning many events: a tour of the Olympic
venues, an opportunity to ride the Olympic luge
course, receptions, dinners and, of course, the
camaraderie of your fellow Olympic collectors. SPI
plans to have a table. Special postmarks are also
anticipated.

We hope to include a small philatelic exhibi-
tion, so dust off those sport and/or Olympic exhib-
its. There is no exhibiting fee, however you will be
responsible for mailing costs (unless you bring your
exhibit with you). While there won’t be a formal
jury, we plan on having a People’s Choice Award.

Detailed plans, as well as a list of hotels with
special fair rates, is forthcoming. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.lakeplacid2015.com

Passing of Robert Kevin “Bob” Farley
1955 - 2015

By this time many of you will have heard the
sad news that our dear friend and colleague, Bob
Farley, passed away very suddenly of a heart attack
on Friday, 16 January 2015. Bob was a longtime
member of SPI and a guiding force in the Olympic
philatelic community having served as the Chair-
man of the Society of Olympic Collectors since 1996
as well as the editor of its journal, Torch Bearer. To
honor Bob, the center spread of this issue (pages
18-19) features tributes to him from many of his
collector friends around the world.


