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THE SPORTS ARENA
by Mark Maestrone

The great thing about eBay is that you just never
know what you may find and how it might fit into a
collection or exhibit.

On a recent foray I happened upon an interesting
slogan meter. The meter (above), dating back to
1953, is on a #10 windowed cover with the corner
card of a Salt Lake City, Utah hardware company.
The meter slogan reads “WINCHESTER / ON ANY
PRODUCT / means Quality.” A relatively unremark-
able slogan meter ... or was it?

With a little bit of internet sleuthing, I discovered
that the name “Winchester” did indeed refer to the

famous American firearms
manufacturer that had
been in business since
1866. It’s clear that the type
f a c e  o f  t h e  w o r d
“Winchester” in the meter
exactly matches that of the
Winchester logo (shown at

above). While neither shooting nor firearms are an
area which I collect, perhaps, given that the meter
was from Salt Lake City, it might fit into my 2002 Salt
Lake Olympic Winter Games collection.

Continuing my online surfing, I stumbled upon
exactly the information I was looking for.
Unsurprisingly, being in the business of
manufacturing rifles, Winchester had a
long association with the winter sport of
biathlon combining cross-country skiing
with rifle target shooting.

At the 1960 Squaw Valley Winter
Games, where biathlon made its Olym-
pic debut, Winchester’s big-bore rifles
were the standard. Forty-two years later
at the 2002 Salt Lake City event, competi-
tors were using European-made rifles,
but Winchester’s .22 caliber ammunition
was still popular. Since the 2010 Vancou-
ver Olympics, Winchester Ammunition
has been a top tier sponsor of the United
States Biathlon Team. Looks like I could
use this in three of my Winter Olympics
collections!

New addition to 1928 Olympics Huygens
postal stationery monograph

In 2010, SPI published a monograph by 1928
Amsterdam Olympic Games specialist, Laurentz Jon-
ker: Postal Stationery of the 1928 Olympic Games:
The Semi-Official Postal Cards of Huygens Book-
shop.

These postal stationery cards are highly sought
after and can be quite elusive. Laurentz recently
submitted a newly discovered Huygens card (shown
at bottom). Utilizing his own catalog system in the
monograph, this item is a Type A. “BONTKRAAG”
(Queen Wilhelmina) 7½ cent “proof” card. Similar in
design to #A.1., this card differs in that the text and
“escutcheon and lion with moneybag” on the left
side of the card are printed in black rather than
brown. This new card should be catalogued as
#A.1.a. This is the only one of this sub-type known to
exist.

Copies of Mr. Jonker’s full-color monograph may
be purchased for US$7 postpaid worldwide from SPI
(www.sportstamps.org/sales_handbk.html).

SPI members may download a PDF of the mono-
graph at not charge by logging into the Members Area
of the website.

Newly discovered 1928 Huygens Olympic postal stationery card.


