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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Mark Maestrone

The SPI web site is located at: http://www.sportstamps.org
Mark Maestrone: markspi@prodigy.net Patricia Ann Loehr: (none at this time)
Norman Jacobs: nfjjr@comcast.net Joseph Lopreiato: jolopreiato@comcast.net
Andrew Urushima: aurushima@yahoo.com Norman Rushefsky: normanrush@yahoo.com
Charles Covell: covell@louisville.edu Robert Wilcock: bob@towlard.freeserve.co.uk
John La Porta: album@comcast.net Jerome Wachholz: spimembership@gmail.com

SPI Election Results
for the term 2016-2018

We had a total of 36 ballots cast in this year’s
SPI election. The results were as follows:

President: Mark Maestrone 36 votes
Vice President: Norman Jacobs, Jr. 36
Secretary/Treasurer: Andrew Urushima 36
Board Members: Charlie Covell 36
John La Porta  36
Patricia Loehr  36
Joseph Lopreiato 35
Norman Rushefsky  36
Robert Wilcock 35

I want to thank all the members who took the
time to cast their ballots. And an even bigger thank-
you to our members who are contributing their
time and talents as officers or directors.

Fall Issue Delay

I do apologize for the delay in getting the Fall
issue of JSP printed and into the mail. With the
Olympics in Rio not finishing until the third week of
August, there has been very little time to gather and
analyze the philatelic data from these Games.

The highlight, at least for me, has certainly been
the wonderful series of Australian and New Zea-
land instant stamps honoring their Olympic medal-
ists. Australia once again issued stamps for each of
its  gold medal winners (8 in all), while New Zea-
land jumped in with an even more ambitious plan
of printing instant stamps for each of their 18
medalists – gold, silver and bronze.

I’ve also been tracking the stamp issues from
non-host countries. So far there are a total of 181

individual stamps from 50 countries (plus the
United Nations). In all, 137 stamps were issued by
host country, Brazil.

SPI members can access the complete illus-
trated searchable database of stamps from within
the Members Only area of the SPI website. You’ll
also be able to download a checklist of the stamps.
Just head on over to www.sportstamps.org.

AICO Updates

As of 2 August, AICO is now an official member
of the IOC Family. In a letter to AICO President
Babut from IOC President Bach, he congratulated
AICO on its elevation to full “recognized status”
following a vote of the entire IOC during its 129th
Session at Rio. Kudos to all the member clubs,
including SPI, who came together to make the new
organization of Olympic collectors possible!

In other AICO news … we now have a FORUM
which is open to all Olympic collectors who are
members of any of the AICO member associations
All you need to do is point your browser to “forum.
aicolympic.org”, click the “SIGN UP” button at up-
per right and complete the short registration page.
If you don’t remember your SPI membership
number, just enter 1234 and I’ll look up your num-
ber. (I approve the registrations.)

Second, our Olympic Collecting Library Catalog
is now up and operating. The purpose of the cata-
log is to provide a searchable resource for every-
thing published on Olympic collecting around the
world in every language. Right now we have a total
of 500 resources listed. We are asking all collectors
around the world to help us broaden this catalog
with their submissions! Questions/additions can be
emailed to me or AICO President Roman Babut
(president@aicolympic.org).


