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AICO News:
Upcoming World Olympic Collectors Fairs

For those of you interested in attending an upcom-
ing World Olympic Collectors Fair, we have some good
news. There have been bids from two groups for the
2017 and 2018 events.

Our newest sister society, the China Sport Philately
and Collection Association (CSPCA), has expressed an
interest in holding the 2017 Fair in Baotou, Inner Mongo-
lia (about 400 miles west of Beijing). The Fair would be
held in conjunction with the China Sports Culture &
Sports Tourism Expo 2017 being held at the Baotou
International Convention & Exhibition Center (BICEC) in
early August.

A bit closer to home, the US-based Olympin Collec-
tors Club, with SPI as co-host, have proposed to hold the
2018 Fair in Los Angeles. The timing will hopefully prove
to be propitious especially if Los Angeles is awarded the
2024 Olympic Games, a decision to be taken at the 130th

IOC Session in Lima, Peru on 13 September 2017.
The  Commission for Culture and Olympic Heritage

will be discussing both bids at this year’s annual meet-
ing in Lausanne on November 11. If the combined
Olympin/SPI bid is successful, we will be counting on
plenty of support from the members to help out with the
philatelic side of the event. I hope we can field some
sport and Olympic philatelic exhibits. Additionally, it’s
anticipated that the USPS will commemorate the
occasion with at least one pictorial postmark for the
Fair.

Maurizio Tecardi (1937 - 2016)

It is with great sadness that we learned of the
passing of Maurizio Tecardi on October 19, 2016. Maur-
izio was one of the pioneers of Olympic and sports
thematic philately. A friend to so many of us, Maurizio
made an invaluable contribution to the development of
Olympic collecting thanks to his vast knowledge and
organizational talents.

As one of the
founders of FIPO,
the International
Federation of Olym-
pic Philately, Mauri-
zio was an organizer
of many Olympic
and sports philatelic
exhibitions around
the world, including
the first Olymphilex
in Lausanne in 1985.
In addition, he was
also an international
juror, serving at numerous major philatelic exhibitions
including Olymphilex 87 in Rome, and the Olymphilex
competitions at Atlanta 1996, Sydney 2000, Athens 2004
and Beijing 2008.

He loved Olympic collecting in its many forms, and
never hesitated in assisting other collectors. His monu-
mental Olympic Games postcard collection dating back
to the first Games in Athens was donated to the Olympic
Museum in Lausanne for everyone to learn from and
enjoy.

Maurizio Tecardi will be greatly missed by all of us
in the Olympic collecting community. Ciao, Maurizio.

And yes, it is once again that time of year. So on behalf
of the SPI officers and directors, I would like to wish you
and your family …

Happy Holidays
and best wishes for a
Wonderful New Year!

Maurizio (right) was awarded the
IOC President’s Trophy by IOC
President Rogge in 2013.


