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REVIEWS OF PERIODICALS
by Mark Maestrone

Esprit: Sports et Olympisme: Jean-Pierre Picquot,
172 Bd. Berthier, 75017 Paris, France. [In French]

December 2015 (#78). The 8th Rugby World Cup,
held in England and Wales in September and
October 2015, provided some exciting play on the
field as well as intriguing philately for the collector.
England’s set of eight stamps, multiple postmarks
and even a few special sprayed-on machine can-
cellations are presented by Dominique Hardy.
Stéphan Filanovitch’s review of British stamp
booklets related to golf concludes with issues from
the 1930s. A second article by Hardy examines the
little-covered sport of billiards. Concentration is on
post cards during the Great War. Jean-Louis
Emmenegger presents a quick look at philately
related to Baku 2015, the 1st European Games, at
which athletes from the 50 European countries
contested events in 20 sports.

March 2016 (#79). Portugal’s 1928 Olympic stamps
are fascinating subject, not least because of their
unusual genesis. Manfred Bergman takes a look at
how these early Olympic adhesives were born and
their use as tax stamps. For the third time, France
hosted the 2016 European Cup of Football. René
Christin looks back at the philately of the second
cup held in France in 1984. In addition to numerous
slogan machine cancels from the various cities
hosting matches, Christin includes special pictorial
postmarks and even a meter cancel. Also explored
in this issue: tennis player Rod Laver; golf at Hoy-
lake in 1907; and Olymphilex ‘85, the first major
philatelic exhibition devoted entirely to the theme
of the Olympic Games.

Filabasket Review: Luciano Calenda, POB 17126 -
Grottarossa, 00189 Rome, Italy. [In English]

December 2015 (#46). Continuing the project set
out in the June issue, editor Luciano Calenda
provides Booklet 2 in a series on the European
Basketball Championship for Men. Covered in this
installment is the period from 1959 to 1969. The
separate, slimmed-down issue of Filabasket Re-
view provides updates on new items from the past,
as well as the most recent new issues.

IMOS Journal: Veiko Brandt, Hauptstr. 8, 98634
Oberweid/Rhön, Germany. [In German]

November 2015 (#168). With the Tokyo Olympic
Games just four short years away, it’s interesting to
begin seeing some articles reaching back to the
city’s first Olympics in 1964. In this issue, Masaoki
Ichimura reviews the philately of the 1964 Torch
Relay as it traversed the Ryukyu Islands. Not only
was a special stamp issued for the relay, but there
were numerous cancellations marking the event.
Smaller articles in this issue include: Women’s
European Volleyball Championships; European
Youth Olympic Festival in Tbilisi; 2015 Special
Olympics in Los Angeles; Beach Games; 2015
Canoe World Championships, and the 2016 Arctic
Winter Games in Greenland.

February 2016 (#169). The big sports philately
event covered in this issue is the 8th Rugby World
Cup. Peter Leinemann digs deep into all facets
including not only the stamps and cancels, but
tickets, the competition, and lots of personal
experiences. Armin Haug discusses figure skating
luminaries such as Tenley Albright and Sonja
Henie. Thomas Lippert reviews Hamburg’s brief bid
for the 2024 Olympic Games.

May 2016 (#170). Traditionally, IMOS produces a
major handbook each year for its annual conven-
tion. This year’s IMOS Congress was being held in
Berlin, so a number of articles discuss topics linked
to the region. For example, Volker Kluge presents
an article on Berlin’s contributions to the birth of
Olympic winter sports. In other articles, Laurentz
Jonker writes about the Huygens private postal
stationery cards produced for the 1928 Amsterdam
Olympic Games. Many collectors of the Olympic
Games include the two 1936 Berlin Olympic souve-
nir sheets – one perforated, the other imperforate
– in their collections. Manfred Bergman analyzes
the imperforate and partially perforate examples of
which there are an extraordinary number of varia-
tions. A variety of short articles include a brief look
at athlete Alfred Kullmann, and the first attempt to
introduce judo to the Olympics in 1940 Tokyo.



Journal of Sports Philately Winter 2016   31

August 2016 (#171). Stefan Breitfeld examines
various pieces of 1936 Olympic philately that are
suspect or unexplained in “Rarity! Genuine proof!
Random deviation? Or Fake? Other items of the
1936 Olympic Games in Berlin.” Peter Leinemann
looks back at the life of football player and man-
ager of the West German team, Helmut Schön, on
the 100th anniversary of his birth in “Helmut, it was
nice - a life with kick.” Additional articles include:
70 years of football betting in Italy; cyclist Gustav
Adolf Schur; and early postmarks of German row-
ing and canoeing races.

Phila-Sport: UICOS, c/o CONI Servizi, Piazza Lauro de
Bosis 15, Foro Italico, 00135 Rome, Italy [In Italian]

October 2015 (#96). Sports and Olympic collectors
and exhibitors are certainly familiar
with the basic types of elements
such as stamps and postmarks.
Through the lens of basketball,
author, editor and exhibitor, Luc-
iano Calenda, reveals the many
other philatelic (and non-philatelic)
elements that can be used to en-
hance a collection or exhibit (the-
matic or display class). Gianni Gal-
eotti writes on “Pearls of the Uni-
versity Games” – 1967 Tokyo track
& field star, Tommie Smith, and
1977 Sofia (Bulgaria) basketball
great, Larry Bird. Andrea Frances-
coni reviews usages of the set of
stamps issued for the 1906 Athens
Olympic Games on postcards and
covers. Additional articles include
reports on: a new rugby museum in Rome; phila-
telic news on various ball sports (football, baseball,
golf, basketball and rugby); and canoeing world
championships.

January 2016 (#97). Alessandro Di Tucci pens an
interesting look back at the beginnings of women’s
soccer (football) and the issue of fair play. In a nod
to Olympic pin collecting, Umberto Caterino pres-
ents a colorful display of pins from each of the 205
National Olympic Committees that comprise the
IOC.

April 2016 (#98). Alvaro Trucchi’s spread on the
vignettes of the Olympic Winter Games takes
center stage in this issue. In this first installment,
the period from 1920 (Chamonix) to 1972 (Sap-

poro) is covered. Andrea Francesconi continues his
series on early usages of Olympic stamps with the
1920 Antwerp Games. A little-known international,
multi-sport, gathering of athletes is the Natwest
Island Games at which participants are from the 27
small islands located in Europe. Begun in 1985,
these games are held every two years. Also covered
in this issue are reports on Milanofil 2016, and the
Olympic Collector’s Fair in Gothenburg, Sweden.

Torch Bearer: Miss Paula Burger, 19 Hanbury Path,
Sheerwater, Woking, Surrey GU21 5RB, U.K.

December 2015 (Vol. 32, #4). Editor Mike Pago-
menos discusses the derivation of the word “stade”
as an Ancient Greek measurement which eventu-
ally came to be associated with the venues in

which running events were con-
ducted. Mike also presents an in-
teresting Olympic Christmas post-
card sent by the Helsinki 1940 orga-
nizers, and examines “a ticket to
the first modern Olympic Games in
a city square in Athens in 1859.” An
overview of stamps, coins and
other memorabilia for the 2016 Rio
Olympic Games is also provided.

March 2016 (Vol. 33, #1). The edi-
tor begins this issue with a correc-
tion to an item in the listings of the
United Kingdom’s Parliamentary
Archives dealing with a ticket pur-
ported to be from the 1896 Olympic
Games. In reality, it’s a ticket to
visit the ground of the Royal Palace

in Athens! Bob Wilcock contributes Part 3 of his
series on the British Olympic History, this time
covering 1956 to 2008. Included are philatelic
listings from or about the British Olympic Associa-
tion and its sponsors, as well as the 97th IOC Ses-
sion held in Birmingham in 1991. Stephen Parkin-
son provides Part 1 of his article on Tory Olympians
(members of the Conservative, or Tory Party in the
UK).

July 2016 (Vol. 33, #2). The careers of two Olym-
pians who passed away this year, boxer Cassius
Clay (a.k.a. Muhammad Ali), and swimmer Carlo
Pedersoli (a.k.a. Bud Spencer) are reviewed
through philately and other memorabilia. New
stamp issues commemorating the Rio 2016 Olym-
pic Games are illustrated.

A 1920 vignette from Alvaro Trucchi’s
article on vignettes of the Olympic

Winter Games in issue #98 of
Phila-Sport.


