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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Mark Maestrone

The SPI web site is located at: http://www.sportstamps.org
Mark Maestrone: markspi@prodigy.net Dale Lilljedahl: dalij@sbcglobal.net
Charles Covell: covell@louisville.edu Patricia Ann Loehr: (none at this time)
Andrew Urushima: aurushima@yahoo.com Norman Rushefsky: normanrush@yahoo.com
Norman Jacobs: nfjjr@comcast.net Robert Wilcock: bob@towlard.freeserve.co.uk
John La Porta: album@comcast.net Glenn Estus: gestus2002@yahoo.com

SPI Volunteer Opportunity

Our Membership Chairman, Margaret Jones,
decided it was time to step aside and let another
eager SPI member have a crack at the job.
Margaret’s been handling the membership duties
for many years and her expertise will be greatly
missed. A big “thank you” for a job well done! Peg
has said that she will continue working on her long-
term pet project for SPI which is the Sports-by-
Country checklists.

Needless to say, we are looking for a new
Membership Chairman.

Requirements: you must have a computer,
email capability, and know the basics of using
Microsoft Excel spreadsheets.

Duties include: process new membership
applications, maintain a current membership roster
(that’s what we use Excel for), create mailing labels
(quarterly) for the journal publisher, field inquiries
by members and non-members, communicate
with stamp show committee requests for SPI
exhibit award criteria and diplomas, and assist in
developing and implementing a program for
existing member retention and solicitation of new
members.

This is a volunteer position, however limited
direct expenses such as for postage, paper,
envelopes, etc. are reimbursed.

While the duties may appear to be many, none
takes an inordinate amount of time as computers
and email streamline the tasks.

Rather than hoping that someone else will step
up to the plate, how about you? If the answer is yes,
please drop me an email. In the interim, I’ll be
handling the membership duties – temporarily.

WESTPEX 2011 ~ April 29 to May 1

Our 10th International Convention is just around
the corner, so if you haven’t yet made your hotel
and air reservations, don’t wait a minute longer!

The convention and show hotel are one and the
same – the San Francisco Airport Marriott – which
makes this especially convenient for out-of-towners
(like me). Fly in. Hop the free hotel shuttle to and
from the airport. Fly out. Special room rate: $113
per night, single or double occupancy.

SPI will have its own hospitality room so stop by
for a visit. Check at the SPI Booth for info.

Friday night we will gather for dinner ... time
and location to be announced. If you wish to join
us, please let me have your contact info (hotel or
cell phone number) via email.

Our SPI meeting is scheduled for 10 a.m. on
Saturday morning. Jim Bowman is our featured
speaker with a talk entitled “Germany's Struggles to
Host the Olympic Games - 1896-1936”.

Saturday night is the Awards Banquet being
held at the hotel. The cost is $58/person with tickets
purchased in advance from Judy Jarvis
(judyjarvis@westpex.com). Make sure you ask to
sit at the SPI table!

On Sunday morning at 11 a.m., there will be a
tour of the SPI exhibits by the exhibitors. Meet up at
the SPI Booth.

A complete schedule is on page 2 of this issue.
We’ll also provide updates on the SPI website so
check back regularly. For more information, check
the WESTPEX website: www.westpex.com.

See you all there!


