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CANOE SPORTS ON STAMPS 

Han Egon Vesper, Editor of "Kanu-Sport" 

(Your editor has quite frequently had the desire to make a report of a collection of post­
age 6tamps and postmarks which show canoe sports as its theme. We present today the first 
part dealing with postage stamps and a second part, which will appear in the near future, 
will show postmarks honoring German canoe championships and International events under 
the title, "Sport Postmarks as Documents".) 

When the first postage stamps appeared almost 150 years ago nobody believed them cap­
able of Influencing the postal system or surmised the importance which would be attached 
to these pretty little pictures by the many millions of collectors in all the countries of 
the world. 

At first illustrations of crowned heads, numerals, and heraldic and allegorical fig­
ures and very little else were depicted on these postage stamps. This changed very rap­
idly, however, when it became apparent that these stamps, although quite small, were a 
significant medium for publicity and propaganda. Since then we find every aspect of our 
existence portrayed on our postage stamps. 

Included—since sports have assumed Increased importance in modern sooiety in this 
century—is the depiction of various types of sporting events. The Introduction of stamps 
with a sports theme was made by Greece in 1896 with an issue commemorating the re-estab­
lishment of the ancient Olympic Games. The stamps were limited to the classical portrayal 
of the sporting life of the Greeks. 

Since that time over one hundred countries have followed the example of Greece and 
more than 2,000 sport stamps have been issued. They picture all the well-known sports 
and, because of their beauty and partly because of their completely artistic designs, have 
become one of the most popular areas of topical collecting. Even though the stamps com­
memorating the Olympic Games form the foundation for all collections of sports stamps, 
there are many other specialized areas and the one of special interest to us is canoe 
sport. 

Due to the special features of canoeing—it can be divided into various sporting 
events—one must refrain from employing a geographic or chronological arrangement. We 
have stamps which illustrate races in kayaks and Canadian-canoes, canoe slalom and white-
water races, and also, though seldom and few, water travel. 

Hungary issued what is probably the prettiest kayak stamp (1160) on the occasion of 
the XVI Olympic Games in Melbourne in 1956 and Jugoslavia responded with a very stylized 
stamp (462). Surprisingly, no kayak stamps were issued for the next Olympic Games in 
spite of the fact that a greater number of Olympic stamps were issued. In 1961 Poland is­
sued three stamps commemorating the VI European Canoe Championships. One stamp (1006) 
shows two single-man kayaks, a second (1007) shows two four-man kayaks, and the third 
(1008) shows a paddle with an "E" symbolizing a unified Europe. A year later Romania Is­
sued a complete set of water-sport stamps; the twenty-banl value (1479) shows a racer in a 
single-man kayak. Cuba, to the surprise of everybody, included a kayak racer in its mam­
moth set of stamps Issued in 1962 promoting sport for its people. The Oanoe Society of 
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Cuba is a member of the In­
ternational Canoe Federation. 
What the postal administra­
tion of the Republic of Guin­
ea had in mind when it is­
sued, in 1963, stamps of two, 
twenty, and five hundred 
francs value (283, 288, and 
C46) showing kayak competi­
tors can only be labeled pure 
commercialism. 

In contrast to the six 
kayak issues, there are ten 
Canadian-canoe stamps, half 
of which are Romanian. In 
1952 Czechoslovakia issued 
the first Canadian-canoe 
stamp (5^2) showing a two-man 
team in a set of stamps pub­
licizing Czechoslovakia's 
unified physical eduoation 
program. Prance followed a 
year later—similarly a two-
man Canadian-canoe (703)—in 
a series honoring Prench 
Olympic champions in 1952 in 
Helsinki. Here George Tur­
ller and Jean Laudet had won 
the gold medal in the 10,000-
meter two-man oanoe raoe. 
Only Romania brought out a 
stylized single-man Canadian-
canoe stamp (1119) for the 
XVI Olympic Games, but four 
years later for the Games in 
Rome Bulgaria (1117 and 
1123), Romania (for the sec­
ond time)(1335)» and Russia 
(2367) included a Canadian-
style oanoe in their Olympic 
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s e r i e s . In 1957 ( a c t u a l l y 1961 — 
e d i t o r ' s no te ) Romania honored i t s 
gold medal winners a t Melbourne i n 
a s p e c i a l s e r i e s of s tamps. The 
h i g h e s t value of 1.75 l e i (1457) 
shows Canadian-canoe compet i to rs 
a s t h e i r most success fu l Olympic 
p a r t i c i p a n t s . The l a r g e r ec t angu ­
l a r stamp shows a p p r o p r i a t e l y the 
gold medals of Melbourne and two 
one-man Canadian-canoes and one 
two-man Canadian-canoe. In 1958 
Czechoslovakia i s sued a s p e c i a l 
stamp (842) showing single-man 
Canadian-canoes i n a race to com­
memorate the IV World Canoe Cham­
p ionsh ips held i n Prague . In 1962 
i n the w a t e r - s p o r t s s e r i e s men­
t ioned above, Romania inc luded a 
stamp (1478) which shows s i n g l e -
man Canadian-canoes i n a r ac ing 
scene . 

In c o n t r a s t to these groups , 
the number of stamps showing the 
canoe slalom and whi te -wate r r a c ­
ing i s very sma l l . On the occas ion of the VII World Canoe-Slalom Championships and the I I 
World White-Water Racing Championships held i n Hainesberg near Dresden, the German Demo­
c r a t i c Republic pos t o f f i ce Issued t h r ee s p e c i a l s tamps. One stamp (560) shows a one-man 
c o l l a p s i b l e boa t , ano ther (561) shows a one-man Canadian-canoe, and the t h i r d (562) shows 
a two-man Canadian-canoe. All these stamps show the boats going through slalom g a t e s . 
Romania i n i t s w a t e r - s p o r t s e t of 1962 p o r t r a y s a two-man Canadian-canoe i n the slalom 
(1845) a l though p r i o r to t h i s we had not seen Romanian slalom c o m p e t i t o r s . There are no 
whi te -wate r r ac ing stamps but the German Democratic Republic i nc ludes i n i t s s e r i e s of 
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