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SPORTS STAMPS OP THE RYUKYU ISLANDS 

- IRSAOS -

The Kingdom of the Ryukyu Islands came under Japanese control late In the 19th cen­
tury. Since World War II the United States has administered these islands under a United 
Nations trusteeship; thus U. S. currency is the sole legal tender now in the Ryukyus. 
Ryukyu postal affairs are handled by the Universal Postal Union through the U. S. Post Of­
fice Department. U. S. APOs and PPOs operate throughout the islands. Minkus lists Ryu­

kyu stamps and postal stationary in its catalogue 
of specialized U. S. material. 

Ryukyu's earliest sport stamps (72-3) were 
issued in I960 to mark the 8th Track and Field 
Meet on Okinawa. The J>d value features an Olym­
pic torch and a view of Nago Bay near where the 
meet was held. The dp denomination depicts six 

sprinters leaving the starting mark. 

A 3ĵ  stamp (104) was issued in 1962 to commemorate the All-Japan 
Kendo Championship Meet in Shuri, Okinawa. Kendo is a kind of fencing 
fought with bamboo sticks or wooden swords; a costume consisting of a 
mask, coat, and skirt is worn. Immediately after World War II it was 
banned since it was a military type activity. 

An Olympic stamp (124), designed by Masayoshi Adaniya, was issued in 
September, 1964. It features the five Olympic rings and Olympic torch with 
Okinawa's famous Shureimon—Gate of Courtesy—and a Greek temple in the back­
ground. Specifically, this stamp commemorates the arrival of the Olympic 
flame on Okinawa on Sept. 6, 1964. This torch was carried by relays of run­
ners from ancient Olympia in Greece to Tokyo; 151 runners were used in trans­
porting the torch through the Ryukyus. 

A Girl Scout stamp was issued in 1964 and another for Boy Scouts in 
1965. Both commemorate the 10th anniversary of their founding as the Ryukyu 
District of the Girl and Boy Scouts of America. 

The addition of Judo to Olympic competition focused attention on the 
traditional sports of the Par East. The Ryukyus followed this theme with 
a series of Z><f> stamps featuring karate (kah-rah-tay)— a form of boxing in­
troduced from China and developed intensively by the Ryukyuans. The first 
(125) of three stamps was Issued on October 5, 1964. It was designed by 
Kaya Oshiro and depicts a man taking a standard position in karate known 
as "Nai-han-chiH. A second stamp Issued in February, I965, features a 
man training with a padded post which is very much like a punching bag; 
this training is called "Makiwara". The man strikes the post with his 
hands and feet to develop skill in their use for fighting. The third 
stamp, which is scheduled for June, will feature two men sparring. This is called "Ku-
mlte" (koo-mee-tay), as noted on the legend on the stamp. 

In each of these stamps the man is barefooted and wears the traditional heavy white 
cloth uniform. He is shown wearing a "Black Belt" which indicates that he is a master of 
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2 SPORTS STAMPS OF THE RYUKYU ISLANDS (Cont'd) 

the art. Karate blows are fatal in real fighting. We often hear of an exotic form of 
training where stacks of tiles or boards are smashed with a single blow of the naked hand. 

A 3^ stamp to mark the dedication of Onoyama Stadium near Naha was released in May. 
This complex was built with U. S. assistance and will be used by both the Ryukyuans and 
U. S. armed forces for sports events. 
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The Ryukyus often commemorate sport events 
with special cancels. In January of 1963 and 1964 
the Naha Post Office used cancels to mark the first 
and second annual high school marathon in Naha. In 
December, 1964, the same post office used a cancel 
to mark the Junior Tennis Championship matches in 
Okinawa. First-day cancellations were used for the 
1962 sport set and the kendo commemoratives, but 
not for the karate issues. First-day covers of the 
Olympic and Onoyama Stadium stamps also have spec­
ial cancellations. 

Native sports are depicted on the Christmas 
tuberculosis seals of the Ryukyus. The 1958 seal 
shows a "hari" or longboat used in the Dragon Boat 
Races. The 1959 seal depicts a hatagashira or vil­
lage flag of participants in a huge tug-of-war. 
The I960 seal displays a Yanabara, commonly called 
a sailing junk. 

(Editor's note: Sports Philatelists Interna­
tional is indebted to Jim Wong of The International 
Ryukyu Stamp and Coin Sooiety for this fine article 
on the sports stamps of the Ryukyus and for the two 
covers used as illustrations. Readers desiring 
further information on IRSAOS oan contact Jim at 
P. 0. Box 75666, Los Angeles, Calif. 90005. Thanks 
to you, Jim, for your assistance.) 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The Cayman Islands definitive set of 1962 con­
tains a number of designs of interest to the sports 
collector. The lp value (154) depicts the Cayman 
catboat, used by the natives for both fishing and 

of Douglas fir and pine, is from twelve to twenty feet in 
The shore fisherman on the 2ip value (157) is cast-

West Bay Beach, shown on the 3p 

sailing. It is locally built 
length, and is usually painted blue. 
lng h i s ne t for " s p r a t s " used as b a i t f o r l a r g e r f i s h . 
stamp (158) comprises about s i x mi les of pure white co ra l sand on Grand Cayman I s l a n d . 

The 9p stamp (161) d e p i c t s a deep-sea fisherman with a k i n g f i s h , a blue mar l ln as 
t a l l a s the fisherman himself , and i l l u s t r a t e s the p o t e n t i a l f o r deep-sea f i s h i n g . Fish 
of up to 500 pounds have been caught w i th in s i g h t of.Georgetown Harbor. The swimming pool 
on the lsh3p value i s l oca t ed a t the "Buccaneer 's Inn" , the only ho t e l on Cayman Brae. 
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Other water sports at West Brae, sailing and water skiing, are shown on the lsh9p value 
(164). What a thoroughly delightful place for enthusiasts for these activities! 

The editorial in our May, 1965, issue of "JSP" pointed out the difference between the 
two words "Olympic" and "Olympiad". The following quotation from the recently-received 
bulletin of the International Olympic Committee (dated May 15, 1965) throws some addition­
al interesting light on the discussion: "It should be pointed out, however, that the In­
ternational Olympic Committee has always insisted on the distinction between 'Olympiad' in 
the sense of 'period of four years' and 'Olympic Games', owing to three Olympiads not hav­
ing been celebrated by Games. Thus we are in the second year of the eighteenth Olympiad, 
which was celebrated by the fifteenth Olympic Games. An Olympiad is counted even when 
Olympic Games have not been held." 

FRED HOWARD 
SPORT and OLYMPIC STAMPS 

NEW ISSUE SERVICE 

WANT LIST SERVICE 

The Company That's 
on the Mow! 

For the Beginner — For the Specialist 

FRED HOWARD 
SPORT STAMPS 

10613 Rochester Avenue 
Los Angeles 24 , California 

PHILATELIC MARKET REPORT 

- Fred Farr -

Tip of the month—France 700-05. In late 1953 France decided to honor the events in 
which French athletes received their greatest glory (and gold medals) in the 1952 Olympiad 
in Helsinki. The six values comprising this set were all functional values; they bore the 
most common charges made for posting letters in France. Hence these stamps were mostly 
used up on commercial mail. Overlooked by most collectors, this set was still selling for 
a very modest sum in I960, but then lightning struck and this set started to climb rapidly 
in price. One year ago the price for this attractive set was #3.50 in the U. S. and $4.70 
in France. Today this set sells for $6.00 in the U. S. and $7-50 in France. There is no 
guarantee that this price has stabilized and that the set won't continue to sky-rocket up­
ward I Interestingly enough, the Trachtenb'erg catalogue states that 6,635,000 sets were 
Issued, but almost all these stamps disappeared and were lost forever through extensive 
commercial use. Needless to say, when a really fine set almost doubles in price in one 
year, it's time you made sure that this set is in your collection now. 

Afghanistan B17-8. Afghanistan "discovered" semi-po 
grinding them out with a vengeance ever since. A few of 
terest to sports philatelists, such as this set which de 
pool. Of very crude manufacture, as are all the stamps 
exist in the very small quantity of only 15,000 sets, whi 
in the scarce category. Last year this set sold for 40;/, 
to 60^ and wholesalers can no longer supply this set. 
when dealers buy up a collection containing this set; he 
fewer are able to supply this sports set. Why wait until 
are to day ? 

s t a l stamps in 1953 and has been 
these semi-postal sets are of in -
p ic t s some ohildren in a swimming 

printed in Kabul, these stamps 
ch fact automatically places them 

but the price ha3 now jumped up 
The only source of supply now i s 
nee prices must r i se as fewer and 

prices are even higher than they 

French West Africa 027a. If we take a cursory glance at th i s souvenir sheet, we see 
nothing pertaining to sports ph i la te ly . Issued in 1958 to honor the centenary of the Port 
of Dakar in Senegal, t h i s sheet i s comprised of six very a t t r ac t ive and highly colorful 
stamp. The high value (100 francs) in th i s sheet, however, depicts golf clubs, tennis 
rackets , two tennis b a l l s , e t c . , in the left-hand margin, thereby making th i s stamp a 
quite respectable item of sports ph i la te ly . Early in 1964 you could have purchased t h i s 
souvenir sheet for $1.85, although I t cost #3.50 in France. Today, Just one year l a t e r , 
th i s sheet wil l cost you #2.50 in the U. S., although the price In Paris remains at $3.50. 
While you're a t i t , you should also pick up 027, which i s usually available only in the 
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complete s e t (C22-7)—it s t i l l r e t a i l s fo r #1.75 i n the U. S . , a l though French d e a l e r s 
have r a i s e d t h e i r p r i ce to #3.40 (up from #3.00 Jus t one year a g o ) . No data i s a v a i l a b l e 
as to q u a n t i t i e s i s s u e d , but a l l French I s s u e s are "hot" , so what can you l o s e ? 

Denmark 258-61 . Overlooked by many spo r t s p h i l a t e l i s t s , t h i s s e t has been caught up 
i n the boom of Western European stamps and i s now advancing upwards i n p r i c e . Issued i n 
1937 to commemorate the s i l v e r Jubi lee of the corona t ion of King Chr i s t i an X, t h ree va lues 
of t h i s s e t f a l l w i th in the scope of s p o r t s p h i l a t e l y (only 260 i s exempt) . The p r i ce has 
climbed from #1.35 l a s t year to #1.75 today, de sp i t e the f a c t t h a t 2,750,000 s e t s were i s ­
sued. There i s nothing f lashy about t h i s s e t , but i t i s a good s o l i d s e t which w i l l a l ­
ways be i n demand; the cont inu ing p r o s p e r i t y i n Western Europe w i l l only Increase the 
pressure on these stamps. Anyway, t h i s se t I s c e r t a i n l y reasonably pr iced today and i t 
does not have an a r t i f i c a l p r i ce caused by manipula tors and s p e c u l a t o r s . 

Germany B172. This semi-pos ta l stamp, being Issued i n photogravure , l a c k s the beauty 
which most German stamps have when they dep i c t h o r s e s . Depict ing a m i l i t a r y e q u e s t r i a n 
Jumping a h u r d l e , t h i s stamp was i s sued to honor the Blue Ribbon Race a t Hamburg, an event 
fo r t h r e e - y e a r old h o r s e s . A year ago you could have bought t h i s stamp for only 70^, but 
today i t w i l l cos t you $1 .00 . The "Michel" ca ta logue l i s t s t h i s stamp fo r #2.00 i f t h a t 
i s any comfort to you. All German stamps a re a good investment and are s t i l l r i s i n g i n 
p r i c e i n Germany as well a s i n much of Western Europe. I n t e r e s t i n g l y enough, p h i l a t e l y i s 
t aught i n the publ ic schools In Germany, so you w i l l have no end of customer* i n case you 
wish to s e l l any of your German stamps. The cu r r en t wholesale p r i c e , i n c i d e n t a l l y , i s 
85^ , which i s very c lose to r e t a i l p r i c e s today. 

German Democratic Republic 563-64. The government of East Germany r e s o r t s to so much 
manipula t ion In i t s stamp i s s u e s t h a t i t I s a wonder t h a t anyone buys them. As a ma t t e r 
of f a c t , a very h igh percentage of c o l l e c t o r s i n West Germany boycot t the stamps of East 
Germany; bu t , i f they ever have a change of hea r t and decide to add these stamps to t h e i r 
c o l l e c t i o n s , the stamps of the DDR (as i t i s c a l l e d i n Germany) w i l l sky-rocket i n p r i c e . 
This s e t d e p i c t s a n g l e r s and was i s sued in honor of the World Angling Ohampionshlps, held 
a t Dresden i n 1961. The low value (563) was "blocked", meaning t h a t i t was a v a i l a b l e only 
a g a i n s t the payment of hard currency, such as American d o l l a r s . The p r i ce of t h i s s e t has 
r i s e n from 30£ a year ago to 50$ today. German d e a l e r s , however, ask a l i t t l e over #1.00 
fo r t h i s s e t . Why not buy t h i s s e t now, before American d e a l e r s s t a r t shipping t h i s s e t 
back to Germany fo r r e s a l e a t h igher p r i c e s than p r e v a i l on the American market? The 
l ead ing wholesa le rs i n New York are unable to supply t h i s s e t a l though there i s s t i l l one 
wholesa ler who o f f e r s t h i s s e t for 60^, which i s more than c u r r e n t r e t a i l p r i c e . Buy now; 
I hope you get the message! 

Cuba 463-65. This s e t i s h ighly d e s i r a b l e to s p o r t s p h i l a t e l i s t s because i t oommemo-
r a t e s the t h i r t i e t h ann ive r sa ry of the winning of the World Chess Championships by Jose 
Raul Capablanoa. However, we must remember t h a t many of the Cuban refugees from C a s t r o ' s 
regime brought l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s of Cuban stamps wi th them; today refugees a re permi t ted to 
leave with nothing but the c lo the s on t h e i r back so t h i s supply of stamps i s now t e r m i n a t ­
ed. The f lood of Cuban stamps depressed the p h i l a t e l i c market f o r severa l y e a r s , but now 
most of these stamps have been absorbed and good s e t s l i k e t h i s one are r i s i n g again i n 
p r i c e . P res su res have been exer ted on t h i s s e t by the tremendously growing numbers of 
c o l l e c t o r s of Juda ica-on-s tamps , because Jose Raul Capablanoa was of Jewish a n o e s t r y . 
Last yea r t h i s s e t was a v a i l a b l e fo r 95^ , a l though the p r ioe has now advanced to $1.25 and 
w i l l probably oontinue to r i s e s lowly. I n c i d e n t a l l y , dea l e r s i n P a r i s ask $2.00 or more 
f o r t h i s s e t , so i t i s ev iden t t h a t the s c a r c i t y of t h i s s e t i s apprec ia t ed i n Europe. 

Germany (West Be r l i n ) 910.01-02. Issued i n 1953 and 1954 as forerunners for the new 
s e t of d e f i n i t i v e stamps for West Be r l i n , these stamps saw extens ive commercial usage and 
are r a t h e r common i n used c o n d i t i o n . Like most d e f i n i t i v e s , these stamps are scarce i n 
very f ine mint cond i t i on and s e l l fo r $4.50 i n West Germany today. Of course spo r t s p h i l ­
a t e l i s t s are only I n t e r e s t e d i n 9N102, dep ic t i ng the 1936 Olympic Stadium i n B e r l i n , but 
d e a l e r s s e l l these stamps only as a s s t . R e t a i l p r i c e s i n New York today are $2.50 f o r 
t h i s s e t , up from #1.95 Jus t one year ago. I n t e r e s t i n g l y enough, t h i s s e t s e l l s fo r $2.75 
wholesa le , i f and when a wholesaler has a s e t ! I t ' 3 time to get moving i f you s t i l l l ack 
t h i s s e t f o r your c o l l e c t i o n . Remember, i f you pay #2.50 f o r t h i s s e t today, you a re buy­
ing f o r l e s s than the wholesale p r i c e ! 

United Arab Republic (Syr ia ) 035-8 . Although most of t h i s c o u n t r y ' s stamp designs 
seem to be s i n g u l a r l y u n a t t r a c t i v e , t h i s s e t seems to be the except ion to the r u l e . I s ­
sued i n I960 to commemorate the 17th Olympiad in Rome, t h i s s e t has s t a r t e d to move upward 
and now c o s t s 60ji£ wholesa le , up from 35^ l e s s than one year ago. R e t a i l e r s have been a s k ­
ing 45^ to 50$^, so h e r e ' s your chance to buy fo r l e s s than wholesa le . 



A SPARTAKIAD STORY 5 

- Arrie Joubert -

It was a long and arduous Journey, all the 4,000 miles by motor coach from Ostand 
on the English Channel to Moscow and back. But it was worthwhile, every mile and every 
minute of it. Just to see the U.S.S.R. Spartaklad? Well, not Just that, but the Sparta-
kiad was one of my reasons for visiting Moscow. 

In Moscow I said good-bye to our official Intourist guide, Sergei Saltykov, and spent 
most of my time at the Spartaklad in the pleasant company of two Russian sportswriters, 
Vladimir Otkalenko and Boris Lvov, whom I had met in Rome during the Olympic Games. 

They are members, as am I, of the Association of Track and Field Statisticians. I 
have, by the way, a special reason for remembering our Association's meeting in Rome. Ot­
kalenko presented Sportswriter Dick Bank of Los Angeles with a fine bottle of vodka. As I 
sat down next to Bank, I unfortunately kicked the bottle to smithereens! (Otkalenko gra­
ciously gave Dick another bottle without cursing the slumsy South African.) 

The Spartaklad, held every four years in the pre-Olympic year, follows the general 
pattern of the Olympic Games. Teams representing the fifteen Soviet republics compete in 
about twenty different sports with the 103,000-seat Lenin Stadium and its environs draped 
in flags. You have the fierce competition, the music, and the pageantry usually associat­
ed with the Olympics. You have the electrical scoreboards, the playing of anthems, the 
presentation of medals and diplomas. In all, it is a great and polished spectacle but not 
in the same class, obviously, as the Olympic Games. 

I was well attended by Otkalenko and Lvov in the press enclosure. And one day Otka­
lenko 's wife, Nina, came up to the enclosure and introduced me to her young baby. Nina, 
of course, held the woman's world record for the 800 meters for six years. 

There are a number of things in Moscow which did not impress me at all; I shall not 
dwell on these. But I was impressed by the facilities provided for sport, such as the 
magnificent Lenin Stadium constructed in Just eighteen months. The Moscow Metro (under­
ground railway system) makes the London and Paris systems look archaic. I traveled twen­
ty-six miles for a few cents and one can board a train at any station every two minutes! 
And I was impressed by the operator In Moscow who deals in sports stamps only! 

I spent most of my time watching track and field. In most events, as is generally 
known, the Soviets cannot measure up to U. S. standards. In such events the quality is 
lacking. But I was impressed with the quantity and depth of the standards in all events. 
I nearly fell on my back when I discovered that there were one-hundred eight contestants 
in the decathlon! In tiny South Africa we have about four or five men tackling this event 
and in the U. S. you have about twelve or fifteen at your championship. Veteran Vasily 
Kuznyetsov won a close battle with Anatolly Ovseyenko, 7,854 points to 7,839. 

Valeri Brumel seems to take things easy when not competing against the Americans. 
He won effortlessly with a Jump of 6' 104". Durable Edvin Ozolin proved once again to be 
the king of Soviet sprinters and Vadim Arkhipchuk was an easy winner in the 400 meters in 
46.5. The distance runs at the Spartaklad confirmed that the U.S.S.R. is likely ot have 
some top-notch Olympic prospects by Tokyo time; both the 5,000 and 10,000 meters offered a 
great series of marks. 

Otkalenko pointed out a thick-set blonde man to me. I saw him in Melbourne as the 
hero of those Games, Vladimir Kuts; but I did not recognize him here. I noticed that the 
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6 A SPARTAKIAD STORY (Cont 'd) 

major i ty of Soviet women a t h l e t e s were blondes and a l so t h a t t h e i r s h o r t s were very , very 
shor t indeed . "Are they n a t u r a l b londes?" I asked Otkalenko. "No, 1 bora tory b londes" , he 
r e p l i e d . 

But a l a s , I am not a c o l l e c t o r of b londes , Russian or o t h e r w i s e . 
on Soviet s p o r t s stamps and Spar taklad f i r s t - d a y cove r s . 

So I concent ra ted 

REVIEWS 

K-Line's album pages for the 18th Olympic Games. K-Line Publishing, Inc., has Just 
released Part 4 of its album pages covering the recent 18th Olympic Games in Tokyo. As 
In the past, these pages are of high quality and represent the ideal mounting for those 
who desire printed pages for this topic. Part 5, which is promised as the last section, 
will appear In the early fall. 

K-Llne now s p l i t s I t s groups of pages for Olympic i s s u e s i n t o two p a c k e t s , one f o r 
pe r fo ra t e stamps and souvenir shee ts and ano ther for imperfora te i t e m s . The pe r fo ra t e 
s e c t i o n of t h i s p a r t inc ludes t h i r t y - t w o pages devoted to pe r fo ra t e stamps, t h i r t y to p e r ­
fo r a t e souvenir s h e e t s , and f ive pages which combine pe r fo ra t e stamps and pe r fo ra t e sou­
ven i r s h e e t s . The imperfora te s e c t i o n of t h i s p a r t inc ludes twenty-e igh t pages; f i f t e e n 
of these are designed f o r imperfora te stamps, nine fo r imperfora te souvenir s h e e t s , and 
four mix Imperforate stamps and imperforate souvenir s h e e t s . 

In a n t i c i p a t i o n of the forthcoming 19th Olympic Games i n Mexico City and the a n t i c i ­
pated deluge of p h i l a t e l i c m a t e r i a l , K-Line i s asking i t s customers to s t a t e t h e i r p r e f e r ­
ence as to how they des i r e the pages prepared for the Olympic I s s u e s . A ques t ionna i r e 
a l lows the customer to express a preference fo r the p resen t method of s epa ra t i ng imperfor­
a t e i tems from the more s tandard pe r fo ra t e i tems o r for a second method which would group 
the i s s u e s of a l l p a r t i c i p a t i n g na t ions and o the r member-nations of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Olympic Committee t oge the r i n one s e c t i o n while the i s s u e s of a l l o the r n a t i o n s , p lus the 
imperfora te i tems from the f i r s t group, would form a second s e c t i o n . Here i s a chance to 
t a i l o r album pages to your d e s i r e s . R.M.B. 

SERVICES 

Monthly r e p o r t on APS black b l o t s . John La Porta (SPI 79) of Cicero, 1 1 1 . , has a o -
cepted the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of compiling accura te and u p - t o - d a t e information each month on 
the APS b l a c k - b l o t program as i t a p p l i e s to spo r t s s tamps. Believe i t or n o t , John r e ­
po r t s t h a t no s p o r t s Items were marked fo r a t t e n t i o n in the Apr i l i s sue of "The American 
P h i l a t e l i s t " . 

NEW ISSUES CALENDAR 

Barbara T. Williams -

March Addenda 

10th Jordan. 18th Olympic Games, Tokyo. lOf red (Olympic flame and rings); 15f purple 
(same as lOf); 20f aqua (same as lOf); 30f light green (same as lOf); 40f brown 
(same as lOf); 60f pink (same as lOf); and imperforate souvenir sheet of lOOf (same 
as lOf). 

(Continued on Page 13) 



. EDITORIAL COMMENT 7 

An Open Letter to George C. Kobylka of K-Line Publishing, Inc. 

Dear George, 

For several years you have produced a fine line of album pages for Olympic collec­
tors. Coincident with the issues for the Tokyo Games you pioneered with special sections 
of these pages for Imperforate items. Now you are asking the desires of your collector-
customers so that you may plan for the deluge which will accompany the 1968 Olympic Games 
in Mexico City. 

I am delighted with your concern but, at the same time, I find the terms of your 
questionnaire very restricting and ask permission to express my own views through the med­
ium of this editorial. 

It may be that some criterion should be applied to sel 
eration for collecting. In such a case I strongly recomme 
tlonal Olympic Committee of the National Olympic Committee 
eligible to sponsor Olympic competitors (116 in number as 
pure membership in the IOC (98 as of August 15, 1964). I 
or more of the ellglble-to-sponsor countries might send one 
Olympic contest even though it did not belong to the IOC. 
you! Conversely, not all the eligible countries need compe 
whose performance would permit a reasonable showing; their 
no less for not competing. 

ect countries worthy of consld-
nd recognition by the Interna-
of a country or territory as 

of August 15, 1964) rather than 
t is entirely possible that one 

or more competitors to a given 
What a paradox that would make 

te i f they do not have a t h l e t e s 
l oya l ty to the Olympic idea i s 

Far more important as a basis for s e l e c t i o n i s the type of p h i l a t e l i c material being 
Issued. I submit s i x general c l a s s e s which include most of the material commemorative of 
any Olympiad: 

(1) Perforate stamps issued by countries e l i g i b l e for sponsorship of e n t r i e s -
subject to the usual f a u l t s of l imited print ing, inc lus ion of high va lues , and excess ive 
length , but usual ly not r e a l l y meriting complaint; can perform the franking funct ion. 

(2) Perforate stamps issued by countries not e l i g i b l e for sponsorhip of en­
tr i e s—subjec t to the same f a u l t s , but frequently to a far greater degree; can perform the 
franking funct ion. 

(3) Souvenir sheets Issued by countries e l i g i b l e for sponsorship of e n t r i e s — 
highly a r t i f i c i a l material prepared only for c o l l e c t o r s regardless of other f a u l t s . 

(4) Souvenir sheets issued by countries not e l i g i b l e for sponsorship of en­
tr i e s—high ly a r t i f i c i a l material prepared only for c o l l e c t o r s regardless of other f a u l t s . 

(5) Imperforate stamps issued by countries e l i g i b l e for sponsorship of e n t r i e s — 
highly a r t i f i c i a l material prepared only for c o l l e c t o r s regardless of other f a u l t s . 

(6) Imperforate stamps Issued by countries not e l i g i b l e for sponsorship of en­
tr i e s—high ly a r t i f i c i a l material prepared only for c o l l e c t o r s regardless of other f a u l t s . 

How would I group these c l a s s e s for sale to col lector-customers? I t ' s r e a l l y quite 
simple. One sec t ion should contain only perforate stamps; i f des ired, separate i t Into 
sub-sect ions by e l i g i b i l i t y to sponsor competitors. The second sec t ion should contain the 
a r t i f i c i a l stuff—souvenir sheets and imperforates—regardless of the country of i s s u e ; 
here again sub-sect ions may be appropriate. As you have known for a long time, I oan 
Just i fy as oommemoratlves the perforate i s sues of any country, even when the major 
f a u l t s ooour. But I cannot to lerate the a r t i f i c i a l p h i l a t e l i c forms whether they oome 
from the Iron Curtain oountries , the new African republ ics , the Trucial S ta tes , or the 
host country, or even from the dependable, conservative countr ies . 

I t rus t that my stand i s c lear and that you understand my motives in wri t ing . 

As ever 

/ s / Bob 

P. S. George, please quit mixing perforate stamps and souvenir sheets on the same page! 

SLOGANS * CANCELS * METERS 
belong in your SPORT, SCOUT and OLYMPIC GAMES collections 

LARGE SELECTION • MONTHLY MAIL AUCTION SALES 

Alio U.N. , REFUGEE, MAPS, INSECTS, ROTARY, STAMP CENTENNIALS. 
RED CROSS, MEDICAL, BIRDS, ANIMALS, SPACE, and others. . 

MOE LUFF 125 GREENE ROAD SPRING VALLEY, N. Y. 



8 SPORTS PHILATELISTS INTERNATIONAL 

President: Lawrence McMillan, 16276 Spruce St., Hesperla, California 
Vice-Pres: F. Quentln Farr, 19 Hillside Road, Elizabeth 3, New Jersey 
Sec-Treas: Leonard K. Eichorn, 18502 Winslow Road, Shaker Heights, Ohio 44122 
Director : Travis L. Land, 171 Hatcher St., San Antonio 23, Texas 

Sports Philatelists International is an independent, non-profit organization dedicat­
ed to the study and collection of postage stamps and related collateral material dealing 
with sports (including Olympics) and recreation and to the promotion of international un­
derstanding and good will through mutual interest in sports and philately. Its activities 
are planned and carried on entirely by the unpaid, volunteer services of its members. All 
members in good standing receive the monthly periodical, "Journal of Sports Philately". 
The dues for regular membership are #3.00 per year. Membership applications may be ob­
tained from Mrs. Helen Turner, 3447 Spruce Ave., Bremerton, Washington. 

Managing Editor 
Assoc. Editors 

Editorial Comm. 

Advertising Mgrs, 

Publisher 

"Journal of Sports Philately" 

Robert M. Bruce, 1457 Cleveland Road, Wooster, Ohio 44692 
F. Quentln Farr, 19 Hillside Road, Elizabeth 3, New Jersey 
Ira Seebacher, 48 Knollwood Road South, Roslyn, New York 
Mrs. Barbara T. Williams, 6601 White Oak Ave., Reseda, California 
Irwin Bloomfleld, 61 Broadway, Room 1824, New York, New York 10006 
Cliff Jeger, 6607 Broadway, West New York, New Jersey 
Robert M. Bruce, 1457 Cleveland Road, Wooster, Ohio 44692 
Olech W. Wyslotsky, 569 Main St., East Orange, New Jersey 
William G. Brecht, Brecht and Holer, Inc., 694 Third Ave., New York, 
New York 10017 

NOTE: The opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual authors; they 
do not necessarily represent those of the editor, the officers of SPI, or the posi­
tion of SPI itself. All catalogue numbers quoted In this publication are from 
"Scott's Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue" unless specifically stated otherwise. 
SPI and "JSP" do not guarantee advertisements, but accept copy in good faith, re­
serving the right to object objectionable material. 

NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS AND AFFILIATES 

Clean-up of awards in Tucson. When the Tucson Stamp Club sponsored its annual exhi­
bition late in February, Chris Norgard (SPI 9) of Los Angeles really cleaned up the awards 
with his presentation of Olympic Games. With it he won the show's grand award, first 
place in topical exhibits, the ATA certificate, and the American Philatelic Society's cer­
tificate for the best entry by an APS member. Congratulations, Chris. 

Results of Fullerton. Calif., show. When the Beckman Philatelic Society of Fuller-
ton, California, recently held its annual exhibition in the Beckman Instrument Company 
Hall, members of SPI were in the limelight. A second-place trophy and ribbon went to the 
showing of World Ski Championships by Barbara T. Williams (SPI 69) of Reseda. Presenting 
the awards and serving on the panel of Judges for the show was Mrs. Emily Moorefield (SPI 
33). 

Expiration of memberships. A word to the wise is sufficient in case they have let 
the little details slide by: 

Nos. 451-68 and 560-68 
Nos. 469-77 and 569 
Nos. 478-82 and 570-75 

April 30th 
May 31st 
June 30th 

# # 

Membership changes (to May 1st) 

Additions: 

609 Ley, George W., 1718 Brookside Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. 46201 (GS:none) 
610 Yuasa, Yoshlo, P. 0. Box 445, Tokyo Central, Tokyo, Japan (no informa­

tion) 
611 Gidwitz, Miss Betsy, 59 Middlesex St., Winchester, Mass. 01890 (GS:S:S) 

Changes of address: 

54 Gray, Donald W., 1220 River Vista'Drive', Des Moines, Iowa 50316 
188 Payette, Mrs. Connie, All Angels Road, Wappinger Falls, N. Y. 12590 
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20 th 

26 th 

Russ ia . Honoring R u s s i a ' s v i c t o r y i n the 1965 World Ice Hockey Championship. 
#2764 (6k red and gray b lue) o v e r p r i n t e d . 

Scott 

Russia. Honoring Russia's victory in pair skating in the 1965 Figure Skating Cham-
poinship. 6k green, red, and black (man and woman figure skaters) overprinted. 

April Addenda 

12th France. 20th anniversary of the youth hostels. 25^ (modern hostel building with 
cyclists in corner). Engraved by Bequet. 

15th Jugoslavia. World Table Tennis Championship, Belgrade. 50d (player serving) and 
150d (player returning volley). Designed by Tanasye Krnjopic. 

16th Czechoslovakia. Honoring Olympic winners. 20h dark brown and golden (Frantisek 
Ventura, equestrian. 9th Olympics); 30h dark blue and green (Prantisek Janda-Suk, 
discus, 2nd Olympics); 60h blue and golden (Emil Zatopek, runner, 15th Olympics); 
Ik red-brown and golden (Jaraslav Skobla, weight lifter, 10th Olympics); 1.40k dark 
green and golden (Alois Hudec, gymnast, 11th Olympics); 1.60k black and golden (Dr. 
Pavel Schmidt and Vaslaw Kozak, rowing, 17th Olym­
pics); and 2k dark red and golden (Vera Caslavska, 
gymnast, 18th Olympics). Designed by Anna Podzemna 
and engraved by Josef Herclk, Jindra schmidt, and 
Jan Maracek. Printed by the Ministry of Communica­
tions Printing House, Prague. 

27th German Democratic Republic. XVI European Boxing 
Championship. lOpf + 5pf (boxing gloves) and 20pf 
(gold boxing glove and laurel wreath). Designed by 
Klaus Hennig, Berlin. Printed In off-set by VEB, 
Leipzig. 

XVIEUn0P»MEISTERSC»*FTEK 

I M I O X e m i - I I S 1965 IN BEHLIH 

m m 
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May Addenda 

5th Japan. National Children's Fund. lOy (girl skipping rope and boy playing ball. 
Designed by Masaru Kimura. 

10th .Finland. 35P + 5p (Finnish hunting dog). Designed by Pentti Rahikainen. 

Current 

Greece. 1.50d gray and o l ive ( t h e a t e r a t Epidaurus wi th running t r a c k ) . Designed 
by A. t a s s o s . P r in t ed by l i t h o - p r i n t by Asp io t i -E lka , Athens. Quant i ty : 4 ,000 ,000 . 

Panama. Honoring Tokyo Olympic winners . Id magenta ( s a i l i n g ) ; 2$ green ( e q u e s t r i ­
a n ) ] 3 £ copper (2-man kayak) ; 4£ fuchsia ( c y c l i s t ) ; 5$ orange (gymnast); 5£ o l i v e 
( e q u e s t r i a n ) ; 6d b r i g h t blue ( runne r ) ; Id purple ( runne r ) ; 10^ orange red (gymnast) 
21^ dark purple ( r u n n e r ) ; and 31^ dark green ( d i v i n g ) . Also pe r fo ra t e and imper­
fo r a t e souvenir shee t s inc lud ing the 10?!, 2\d, and 3 1 ^ . 

Paraguay. Honoring Tokyo Olympic winners . 15^ (Olympic medal) ; 25jrf (same as 15*0; 
307 (same as 15$0; 40^ (siame as 15jO; 50^ (same as 15^) ; 12.45g (same as 15jO; 
I8 .15g (same as \5d)', and 50.00g (same as 1 5 ^ ) . Also pe r fo ra t e and Imperforate sou­
v e n i r shee t s (Olympic medal and medal l ion showing Men iche l l l , Schol lander , and .Hal-
d a y ) . 

Yemen. Honoring John F. 
Kennedy s a i l i n g ) . 

Kennedy. l / 2 b b lue , gold , and brown (Pres iden t and Mrs. 

Forecast 

Brazil. 1st Pan-American Scout Jamboree. 

Hungary. University Games, Budapest. 

Poland. Post-Olympic series. 30gr (weight lifting); 40gr (boxing); 50gr (relay); 
60gr(fenclng); 90gr (women's hurdles); 3.40zl (women's relay ; 6.50zl (long Jump); 
and l.lOzl (volleyball) 7 

Romania. National Spartaklad. (4 plus souvenir sheet) 

Romania. Folk dancing (6) 
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