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THE GASES OP THE "DIRTY DOZEN" 

- Harold Wasserman -

Case 7 : The Case of the Co lo r -B l ind P r i n t e r 

I n many r e s p e c t s t he f i e l d of s p o r t s p h i l a t e l y I s e x a c t l y the same a s a l l o t h e r a r e a s 
of p h i l a t e l y . We c o n s t a n t l y seek p e r f e c t i o n c o p i e s of the stamps we need, whi le a t the 
same time we t r y to a c q u i r e e r r o r s , v a r i e t i e s , and o d d i t i e s of the ve ry same s t amps . 
There i s one c o u n t r y i n which the s p o r t s stamps had a p e c u l i a r h i s t o r y d u r i n g a two-year 
p e r i o d . Whether the " p e c u l i a r i t i e s " were e r r o r s , l e g i t i m a t e p r o o f s , o r s imply i t ems which 
mere ly need e x p l a n a t i o n - - t h i s i s Case 7 , "The Case of the Co lo r -B l ind P r i n t e r " . 

I n 1955 L i b e r i a I s s u e d an a t t r a c t i v e s e t of s i x stamps (34-7-49 and C88-90) , p l u s a 
s o u v e n i r s h e e t (C90a), a s p a r t of a s p o r t s p u b l i c i t y program. The s o u v e n i r s h e e t comes 
bo th p e r f o r a t e and i m p e r f o r a t e and i s g e n e r a l l y a v a i l a b l e both ways. T h i s , t h e n , could 
not be c o n s i d e r e d an e r r o r . Unsevered p a i r s of s h e e t s have been r e p o r t e d , but I have nev
e r seen them. I have , however, seen the s h e e t s w i t h e x c e s s i v e (untrimmed) margins a t the 
bot tom. All the v a l u e s e x i s t i m p e r f o r a t e and a r e r a t h e r s c a r c e i n t h i s c o n d i t i o n . 

What p u z z l e s me abou t t h i s p a r t i c u l a r s e t i s no t the r a r e e r r o r s . R a t h e r , i t i s the 
l a r g e numbers of one c o l o r c o p i e s of t he se s t amps . " U n i c o l o r s " , a s they a r e commonly 
c a l l e d , should be s c a r c e . A f t e r a l l , t hey should be e r r o r s , t he s h e e t hav ing missed one 
of the p a s s e s t h r o u g h the p r e s s . Or they should be c o l o r p roof s f o r the s e l e c t i o n of c o l 
o r s o r f o r t r i a l s be fo re the a c t u a l p r i n t i n g . I n any c a s e , they should be p r i z e d i t e m s . 
But most of t h e s e i t e m s a r e so p r e v a l e n t t h a t they can be o b t a i n e d f o r ve ry l i t t l e money. 

F i r s t , l e t ' s see what e x i s t s . A l l s i x stamps occu r i n " u n i c o l o r " , the c o l o r be ing 
the dominant one of the a c t u a l s tamp: T e n n i s — r e d ; s o c c e r - - b l a c k ; b o x i n g — v i o l e t ; b a s e 
b a l l — u l t r a m a r i n e ; swimming—chocola te ; r u n n i n g — c e r i s e . A l l t h a t I have seen have been 
i m p e r f o r a t e and gummed. There i s one e x c e p t i o n . The b a s e b a l l stamp a l s o comes p e r f o r a t e d 
and gummed. Why the o t h e r s a r e no t u n i c o l o r e d and p e r f o r a t e d I do no t know. A l l s i x 
stamps a l s o occu r i n a u n i c o l o r of the secondary (minor) c o l o r : Tenn i s—pale g r e e n ; s o c 
c e r — y e l l o w o r a n g e ; box ing—yel low; b a s e b a l l — m a g e n t a ; swimming—blue; and r u n n i n g — l i g h t 
g r e e n . These l a t t e r a r e w e i r d - a p p e a r i n g , inasmuch as they a r e the o u t l i n e p o r t i o n s of the 
f i g u r e s and background. They a r e what would be c a l l e d " n e g a t i v e " c o l o r s , a s the f i g u r e s 
themse lves a r e whi te ( n o n - c o l o r e d ) . 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 

Antonlno Zappala, Via Colle del Pino, 1 Catania, Italy: Olympic Games, sports, all 
world, 1896-1964; have covers, seals, proofs, vignettes, and cancellations in best condi
tion. 

Robert M. Bruce, 1457 Cleveland Road, Wooster, Ohio 44691: Wanted—a home for a 1965 
"Scott" catalogue (both volumes) where It will do a stamp collector some real good. Of
fers requested. 

(The classified advertising rate is 2^ per word for a single insertion; names and ad
dresses are free. Send copy and remittance to Robert M. Bruce, 1457 Cleveland Road, Woo
ster, Ohio 44691.) 

Copyright, Sports Philatelists International, 1967 
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Second, do any o t h e r c o l o r v a r i e t i e s e x i s t ? Why the p r i n t e r had so much t r o u b l e com
b i n i n g the two c o l o r s i s no t c l e a r . Die c o l o r p r o o f s i n smal l s h e e t l e t s e x i s t f o r a l l the 
s t amps . These a r e t r i a l c o l o r s and not the a c t u a l c o l o r s a s i s s u e d . The s m a l l e r s i z e i s 
s e t i n a s h e e t abou t 3 i " x 2%", depending upon the format of the s tamp. The l a r g e r s i z e , 
abou t 3&" x 4&M, a l s o has broad c o l o r s t r i p e s a c r o s s the t op of the s h e e t , showing the two 
c o l o r s b lended i n t he s t amp . Some of t he s m a l l e r s h e e t l e t s have t he c o l o r r e g i s t r a t i o n 
c r o s s l i n e s on the bo t tom. 

T h i r d , were a l l the d e s i g n s a v a i l a b l e a t the same time so t h a t the p r i n t i n g problems 
could be r e s o l v e d ? A l l s i x stamps e x i s t i n u n i c o l o r (brown) on an Si" x 1 1 " s h e e t . They 
a l l e x i s t i n " n e g a t i v e " u n i c o l o r (o range) on the same s i z e s h e e t . P o s s i b l y o t h e r c o l o r 
c o l l e c t i v e proof s h e e t s e x i s t . 

With a l l the d i e c o l o r p r o o f s from which to work, the problem I s s imply t h i s : Why a r e 
t he u n i c o l o r s so common? I n f a c t , who was the p r i n t e r ? "Seebacher" says t h a t "Gibbons" 
and "Michel" say t h a t Wright was the p r i n t e r , bu t t h a t " S a n a b r i a " says Herman J a f f e . Who
eve r i t was, could he have been c o l o r - b l i n d ? 

Af t e r a l l the e x p e r i e n c e w i t h m i s s i n g c o l o r s f or the 1955 s e t , the p r i n t e r had the 
same type of t r o u b l e w i t h t he 1956 s e t I s sued f o r the Melbourne Olympic Games. I have the 
s t ad ium, t he d i s c u s t h r o w e r , the t o r c h , and the goddess of v i c t o r y i n u n i c o l o r and I am 
r e a s o n a b l y c e r t a i n t h a t a l l t he o t h e r v a l u e s occur i n t h i s f a s h i o n . The s o u v e n i r s h e e t 
(C106) i s a wonder i n i t s e l f . Supposedly i n f o u r c o l o r s ( r o s e , b l a c k , l i l a c , and u l t r a 
mar ine ) the s h e e t o c c u r s p e r f o r a t e and i m p e r f o r a t e i n v a r i o u s (mis s ing ) c o m b i n a t i o n s , too 
many t o l i s t h e r e . I n t he case of t he s h e e t , t he t o r c h a l s o o c c u r s i n b l a c k a s we l l a s 
c o l o r l e s s . Which of t he se a r e p r o o f s , p roo f ing m a t e r i a l , p r i n t e r ' s w a s t e , o r l e g i t i m a t e 
v a r i e t i e s i s the q u e s t i o n to be answered . 

I n c i d e n t a l l y , does anyone know i f t h i s p a r t i c u l a r p r i n t e r has a twin b r o t h e r i n t h e 
Dominican Repub l i c? 

LETTERS-TO-THE-EDITOR 

Dear Bob, 

Enclosed Is the last of the "Dirty Dozen". I thought that I had better get them all 
out now or they might never get finished Incidentally, I would like to append a few 
remarks which you may wish to put into your own words. Indirectly they concern the "Dirty 
Dozen" and, directly, all of sports philately. 

Have you ever had the same trouble I have had when meeting a fellow stamp collector? 
At first the greetings are cordial and friendly. It's only when he asks what I collect 
and I answer "Sports" that the air becomes a little frigid and the temperature drops about 
thirty degrees. His eyebrows arch and his nose turns up. It's as If I have contracted 
some disease, perhaps contagious, for which there is no cure or as if I have been born on 
the other side of the tracks. 

Perhaps at one time other collectors had a right to look down upon the topical col
lector (although I'm not certain that I agree). However, it seems to me that topical col
lecting, including (or especially) sports, has come of age. But if we are ever going to 
convince other collectors of the degree of knowledge required for sports collecting, it 
will have to be through research and publication. 

For this purpose, and with many others in mind, I have tackled the "Dirty Dozen". By 
finding philatelic answers to sports Issues we can benefit all collectors. we can show 
them that we are not Interested in only the design and that we are not merely "picture" 
collectors. The average collector of United States or British stamps, for example, does 
not realize the diversity of information we must have or the problems we are called upon 
to solve. We have to be familiar with the counterfeits of France, the officials of Uru
guay, the specimens of Japan, the color proofs of Monaco, the imperfs of Jfranee, the se-
tenants of Germany, the first-day cancellations of Persia, the postal tax stamps of Pana
ma, the booklets of Sweden, the franchise stamps of Portugal, not to mention all the er
rors and varieties that accompany the "normal" issuesl 

Many times 1 have thought of going back to one-country collecting, so that l could 
"specialize" without having to have dozens of different handbooks. The average "special
ist" doesn't know how easy he has it compared with the topical collector who delves into 
hundreds of fields the "specialist" doesn't even know exists. 

As far as the philatelic items themselves are concerned, I'll match mine with those 
of any "specialist" (omitting, of course, those collectors who can afford to buy inverted 
airmails!). The U. S. Lake Placid die proof, Uruguay soccer stamps in sheets and yellow 
papers in original folder, Japan "Mlhon" overprints in sheets, Salvador discus thrower and 
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runner in die proofs—I don't think that I have to apologize for my collection. But be
cause it isn't confined to one country, I'm relegated to second-class citizenship in the 
world of philately. Even exhibitions show this; they break down all other classifications 
into minute groups, but "Topicals" becomes a catch-all for whatever Is left over. 

I think that it is about time that we make a determined effort to show that sports 
lecting is, indeed, tru philately. 

/s/ Hal 
(Harold Wasserman) 

(Editor's note: If you have the answers to any of the "Cases" or have any sugges
tions as to where the author can find the answers, please address him at 3703 Somerset 
Drive, Los Angeles, Calif. 90016. He would appreciate your comments on the series. 

SLOGANS * CANCELS * METERS 
belong in your SPORT, SCOUT and OLYMPIC GAMES co l lec t io 

L A R G E SELECTION • M O N T H L Y MAIL A U C T I O N S A L E S 

Also U. N . , REFUGEE, MAPS. INSECTS, ROTARY, STAMP CENTENNIALS. 
RED CROSS, MEDICAL, BIRDS, ANIMALS, SPACE, and others . 

M O E L U F F 12S G R E E N E R O A D SPRING VALLEY, N. Y. 

MODERN OLYMPIC MEDALISTS ON STAMPS 

- Jim Hughes -

Supplement One—Part Three 

Caslavska. Vera Czechoslovakia 

1964 Women's gymnastics—all-around (77.564 points) 
balance beam (19.449 poin ts ) 
vaul t ing horse (19.483 poin ts ) 

Czechoslovakia 1302 

She was a member of the Czech s i l v e r medal is t team, f in i sh ing f i f t h in 
the p a r a l l e l bars and s ix th in f loor exe rc i se . 

Chamberlain. Ann New Zealand 

1964 Women's 800-meter run (2:02.8)(bronze medal) 

Panama SGI015 

Ann Chamberlain f inished second in a f i r s t - round heat and 
f i r s t i n a semi-f inal heat to qual ify for the f i n a l s which were 
f i n a l l y won by Great B r i t a i n ' s Ann Packer in 2 : 0 1 . 1 . 

Chammartin. Henri Switzerland 

1964 Equestrian—Grand Prix de Dressage (1504.0 poin ts ) 

Chammartin, on "Woermann", was Switzer land 's only gold med
a l i s t . He also won a gold medal (team) in 1956 and a s i l v e r 
medal (team) in t h i s event a t Tokyo. 

Ciepla. Teresa Poland 

1964 Women's 80-meter hurdles (10.5) 
( s i l v e r medal) 

This Pol i sh runner raced to a 
photo- f in i sh with Karin Balzer of Germany (gold medal) and 
Pamela Kilborn of Aus t ra l i a , a l l with the same wind-assis ted 
world-record time (subsequently d isa l lowed) . Teresa was a lso 
a member of Poland 's winning 4 x 100-meter re lay team, s e t t i n g 
a world record. 

mmm 
TOKIO 1164 SREBfiNY MEDAL 

P O L S l< A 
m 
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Deaver, Richard United States 

1964 Yachting—dragon class (bronze medal) 

Panama SGIOIO 

Helmsman Lowell North and his crew (Charles Rogers and 
Deaver) sailed their yacht "Aphrodite" to a third-place finish 
for the United States' first medal in this class, earning 5,523 
points. 

Dijkstra, Sjoukje Netherlands 

I960 Figure-skating—women's singles 
(silver medal) 

1964 Figure-skating—women's singles (gold medal) 

Panama SG996 

Queen Juliana and a capacity crowd of 11,000 saw 22-year-old 
Sjoukje Dijkstra capture her country's first Olympic gold medal in 
any sport since Fanny Blankers-Koen athletic triumph In 1948. 

: H L ^ ^ H ^ I I 

1 I 
1 N R B U L G A R I A ! 

Dimov. Enio Bulgaria 

I960 Wrestling—free style (lightweight)(bronze medal) 
1964 Wrestling—free style (lightweight)(gold medal) 

Bulgaria 1392 

Dimov was one of B u l g a r i a ' s t h r e e gold m e d a l i s t s ( a l l i n w r e s t l i n g ) 
a t Tokyo. He won fou r b o u t s , l o s t one , and t i e d one , b e a t i n g Klaus 
Rost of Germany i n t he f i n a l s . 

OLYMPIANA 

- Helen Turner -

One of the r e g u l a r f e a t u r e s of "Olympiana" w i l l be a r e p o r t on t he news i t e m s a p p e a r 
i ng i n "Western Stamp C o l l e c t o r " and " L i n n ' s Weekly Stamp News". For t hose who do not 
t ake t h e s e p h i l a t e l i c p e r i o d i c a l s , the i n f o r m a t i o n w i l l be u s e f u l . For those who do t ake 
them, i t w i l l save c l i p p i n g i t ems f o r f u t u r e re fe rence—much e a s i e r t o go to "JSP" f o r the 
i n f o r m a t i o n . 

"WSC" r e p o r t s : Fernando Perez-Maldanado , Aptdo . P o s t a l 2463 , Monter rey , N. L . , Mexi
c o , has found a "white shadow" on the 20^ va lue of the 1956 pre-Olympic s h e e t ( S c o t t 
C311). The appearance of the shadow i s above and a l i t t l e t o t he r i g h t of the f i g u r e of 
t he a t h l e t e , a s though the g reen background had been p r i n t e d o f f - r e g i s t e r . On c l o s e r i n 
s p e c t i o n , however, i t shows t h a t the background i s no t a t f a u l t , bu t t h a t the f i g u r e I t 
s e l f I s the misp laced f a c t o r . 

Mr. Pe rez had bought a hundred s h e e t s i n Mexico, t hen o r d e r e d a s i n g l e one from h i s 
u s u a l s u p p l i e r In the S t a t e s and was s u r p r i s e d when one copy t u r n e d o u t to be so i n t e r e s t 
i n g . He would l i k e to h e a r from any o t h e r c o l l e c t o r s who have found t h i s s h i f t which a p 
p e a r s a t t he lower l e f t on t he s h e e t numbered 002881. 

From the Q u ' a l t i S t a t e i n Hadhramaut i n South Arabia comes a s i n g l e commemorative i n 
t he va lue of 75f . I t i s an e a r l y e n t r y i n the expec ted i s s u e s from around the world f o r 
t he 1968 Olympic Games i n Mexico C i t y . The stamp i s diamond shaped and the v i g n e t t e has a 
Mexican d r e s s h a t and s e r a p e . A s o u v e n i r s h e e t b e a r s t h i s d e s i g n p l u s a scene of a London 
background i n c l u d i n g a view of Big Ben and a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the t i m e l e s s a n t i q u i t i e s 
of Mexico. 
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"Linn's" and "WSC" report: Another pre-Olymplc set (airmail) comes from Free Yemen. 
This is the last issue printed and sold under the old system of releasing wholesale stocks 
direct from the printers to dealers and selling single sets through the Postal Advisor's 
Office. 

The three values are overprinted on reprints (in distinct colors) of the Tokyo Olym
pic gold medal winners set of late 1965. All values show as the central design the Mexi
can flag with the Arabic (above) and English (below) texts reading "Olympic Games Prepara
tion, Mexico, 1968". (Remember the suspense over the Arabic and English placement on the 
I960 Yemen Olympic issue.) 

The souvenir sheet of the Tokyo winners' sst was overprinted only with the flag and 
the Olympic Inscription, without additional airmail value as it is too large to be used 
conveniently for any but parcel post. 

• * « # « 

"WSC" r e p o r t s : A warning aga ins t what are being represented as imperforate cop ie s of 
the pre-Olymplc stamps i s sued l a s t December by Mexico i s voiced by Emilio Obregon of Mex
i co C i t y . Senor Obregon, t e c h n i c a l adv i sor to the Mexican P o s t a l S e r v i c e , says that what 
are represented as Imperforates are a c t u a l l y stamps cut from the souvenir sheet i s sued a t 
the same t ime . The souvenir shee t s are on paper which i s ra ther t h i c k e r than that used 
f o r the ordinary postage or a i r m a i l s ; a l s o the watermark on the s h e e t s I s n ' t the same as 
the one found on the stamps. 

FRED HOWARD 
SPORT and OLYMPIC STAMPS 

The Company Thats 
on the Move! 

T — l\ • il For the Beqinner — For the Specialist 

" ^ ^ FRED HOWARD 
NEW ISSUE SERVICE SPORT STAMPS 

10613 Rochester Avenue 

WANT LIST SERVICE Los Angeles 2 4 , California 

NEW ISSUES CALENDAR 

- Barbara T. Williams -

September Addenda 

1 s t Bulgar ia . Chi ldren ' s Day. I s ( ch i ldren p lay ing with b locks) and 13s (ch i ldren p l a y 
ing on beach) . 

28th Viet Sam. 7& (dancer with f l u t e ) . Designed by Tran-Van-Chua and printed by r e c e s s 
by the Par i s State Pr in t ing O f f i c e . Quantity: 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 

30th Paraguay. World Ski Championship and Winter Olympic Games, Grenoble. lO^ ( f igure 
s k a t e r ) ; 15^ ( s k i e r ) ; 20$^ (speed s k a t e r ) ; 30^ (two-man b o b s l e d ) ; 50jtf (same as 30^); 
12 .45g (same as 20 jO; l 8 . 1 5 g (same as 15(zt); and 36.00g (same as lOJJO. Miscel laneous 
imperforates a l s o e x i s t as we l l as a souvenir sheet conta in ing the 36.00g v a l u e . 
Q u a n t i t i e s : 5 ,000 (Imperforate s e t and perforate souvenir s h e e t ) and 4,000 ( imperfor
a te souvenir s h e e t ) . 

October Addenda 

1 s t Dubai. World Cup Soccer Championship, London. 40np (Rimet Cup); 60np ( soccer p l a y -
e r s ) ; l r ( s o c c e r p l a y e r s ) ; 1 .25r ( soccer p l a y e r s ) ; and 3r ( s tadium) . Also a souvenir 
shee t (5r—Rimet Gup), both perforate and.Imperforate . 

17th Dahomey. Boy Scouts of Dahomey. 5 fr ( scout s i g n a l i n g ) ; lOfr (banner and f l a g s ) ; 
20fr Tcampfire and map of Dahomey); and 50fr (bridge b u i l d i n g ) . Also a souvenir 
shee t (95 fr ) conta in ing a l l four stamps. Designed and engraved by Claude Haley and 
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printed by steel engraving by the Paris State Printing Office. (Additional informa
tion) 

24th Mauritania. Tourism and archeology. 2fr (cave painting of hunting) and 3fr (cave 
painting of wrestling). Designed and engraved by Combet and printed by copperplate 
by the Paris State Printing Office. 

25th South Arabia (Aden-Quaitl). 1968 Olympic Games. 75f yellow green (Mexican hat and 
serapeT in both perforate and imperforate form. Also a souvenir sheet including the 
75f value and a London scene and Mexican antiquities. Printed by photogravure by the 
Vienna State Printing Office. 

31st Mali. World Cup Soccer Championship, London. lOOfr (globe, soccer ball, and soccer 
players). Designed by Jacques Gauthier and printed by heliograph by SoGelm. (Addi
tional information) 

November Addenda 

2nd Khor Fakkan. World Cup Soccer Shampionshlp, London. Six d i f fe ren t l / 2 r multicolored 
on gold Csoccer p layers) and l / 2 r multicolored on gold (England's team a t v ic tory 
ceremony). Also six d i f fe ren t souvenir sheets (each containing one of the f i r s t s ix 
of the s e r i e s ) . Designed by J . Vasarhelyi and V. Whiteley and pr inted by Walsall 
Lithography Company. 

2nd Sharjah. World Cup Soccer Championship, London. Six d i f fe ren t l / 2 r multicolored on 
gold (soccer players) and l / 2 r multicolored on gold (England's team a t v ic tory c e r e 
mony). Also s ix d i f fe ren t souvenir sheets (each containing one of the f i r s t s ix of 
the s e r i e s ) . Designed by J . Vasarhelyi and V. Whiteley and pr inted by Walsall L i tho
graphy Company. 

28th Czechoslovakia. Game animals . 30h (badger); 40h (red bea r ) ; 60h ( lynx); 80h ( f ie ld 
ha re ) ; Ik (fox); 1.20k (brown bea r ) ; and 2k (wild boar ) . Designed by Josef Baloz and 
pr inted by of fse t by the Cartographic I n s t i t u t e , Bra t i s l ava . 

North Viet Nam. "GANEFO" Games. 12xu multicolored (swimming); 12xu multicolored 
(soccer ) ; 30xu mult icolored ( t a rge t shoot ing) ; and 30xu ( runners ) . Both perforate 
and Imperforate se t s e x i s t . 

December Addenda 

5th Belgium. Child Welfare. If + I f (boy playing f a l l ) ; 2f + If ( g i r l skipping rope) ; 
6f + 3f (boy and g i r l r o l l i n g hoops); and 8f + 3&f (children playing follow the l e a 
d e r ) . Engraved by LeClerczq and De Bast and printed by Ate l i e r Du Timbres. 

8th Fi.1l. Second South Paci f ic Games, Noumea, December 8-18, 1966. 3d (runner and Jave
l i n thrower); 9d (shot pu t t e r and re lay r ace ) ; and l s h (swimmer). Designed by V. 
Whiteley and pr inted In sheets of s ix ty by photogravure by Harrison and Sons, L td . , 
London. Quan t i t i e s : 350,000 (3d) and 150,000 (9d and l s h ) . (Additional informa
t i on ) 

8th New Caledonia. 2nd South Paci f ic Games, Noumea, New Caledonia, December 8-18, 1966. 
17fr (high Jump); 20fr (hu rd l e r s ) ; 40fr ( runners) ; and lOOfr (swimmer). Designed and 
engraved by Haley and pr inted by recess by the Par i s State P r in t ing Office. (Addi
t i o n a l information) 

15th French Polynesia . 2nd South Paci f ic Games, Noumea, December 8-18, I966. lOfr (high 
jump); 20fr (pole v a u l t ) ; 40fr (woman basketbal l p l aye r s ) ; and 60fr ( hu rd l e r s ) . De
signed and engraved by Combet. Printed by recess by the Par i s State P r in t ing Office. 
(Additional information) 

21st Kuwait. 30th anniversary of scouting in Kuwait. 4f (scout emblem) and 20f (scout 
emblem). Printed by of fse t - l i thography by Enschede 4 Sons. Quanti ty: 100,000. " 

30th Ras Al Khalma. World Cup Soccer Championship, London, l r (soccer p l ave r s ) ; 2r (soc-
cer p l aye r s ) ; 3r (soccer p l aye r s ) ; and 4r (soccer p l a y e r s ) . Also a souvenir sheet 
containing the l r and 2r stamps. Printed by Kultura. Quan t i t i e s : 165,000 (perfor
a t e ) , 6,000 ( imperfora te) , and 8,000 (souvenir s h e e t ) . 

January Addenda 

12th Sweden. World Handball Championship, January 12-21, I967. 45o dark blue (handball 
player) and 2.70k violet (same as 45o). Designed by Gudmund Nystrom and engraved by 
Czeslaw Slania. Also Included are the usual coil stamps and the booklet of twenty-
five of the 45o value. 

27th Austria. 100th anniversary of the Vienna Sporting Club. 3s (woman skater on one 
hundred years ago). 

http://Fi.1l


NEW ISSUES CALENDAR (Cont'd) 

Current 

Dubai. English victory in the World Cup Soccer Championship. World Cup Soccer Cham
pionship series (40np—Rimet Cup; 60np—soccer players; lr—soccer players; 1.25r— 
soccer players; and 3r—stadium) all overprinted "England Winners'*. 

Ghana. World Cup Soccer Championship. Souvenir sheet Including World Cup Soccer 
Championship series (6p multicolored—soccer players; 15p multicolored—soccer play
ers; 24p multicolored—soccer players; 30p—soccer players; and 60p multicolored 
—soccer players) inscribed "World Soccer Cup Competition, 1966" 

North Korea, 
cycle race). 

Defense sports. 2j (parachutists); 53 (obstacle race); and 10j (motor* 

North Korea. World Cup Soccer Championship. Three different lOJ-value stamps 
depicting soccer players in action. Miscellaneous Imperforates exist. 

each 

Qatar. 1968 Olympic preparation issue (lnp--equestrlan; 4np—runner; 5np—Javelin; 
70np—same as lnp; 80np—same as 4np; and 90np—same as 5np) revalued and overprinted 
"Dlrham". 

Ras Al Khaima. 1965 Pan-Arab Games Issue (lnp—runners; 2np—boxers; 3np—soccer 
players; 4np—fencers; 5np—same as lnp; lOnp—swimmers; 25np—same as 2np; 50np— 
same as 3np; 75np—same as 4np; and lr—same as lOnp) revalued and overprinted "Ri-
yal" and "Dlrham". 

Yemen. 1968 Olympic Games. 1964 Olympic medal commemoratlves (l/8b green and gold— 
soccer—overprinted "12b" and "Olympic Games Preparation, Mexico, i960" with Mexican 
flag and airplane; l/4b bistre and gold—runner—overprinted "28b" with same addi
tional overprint; and l/2b gray and gold—discus—overprinted "34b" with same addi
tional overprint. Also 40b green, gray, and gold souvenir sheet overprinted with 
"Olympic Games Preparation, Mexico, 1968" and Mexican flag. Quantities; 
or fewer sets and souvenir sheets. (Additional information) 

Forecast 

about 6,500 

Austria. World Ice Hockey Championship, Vienna. 3s (ice hockey player). (March 13, 
19671 

France. Winter Olympic Games, Grenoble. 

United States. American artists. 5^ multicolored ("Barney and Jim Biglen Racing on 
the Schuylkill River") 

HENRI TRAckrENbERq 
115 RUE Hoche 

IvRy-SEiiNE, FRANCE 

FEATURING S P O R T S , O L Y M P I C and S Q O U T MATERIAL 

1967-68 POCKET CATALOGUE OF SPORTS, OLYMPICS & SCOUTS T 

SPECIALIZING IN FRANCE SINCE 1924 ( IMPERFS, VARIETIES, DELUXE MINIATURE SHEETS, ARTIST PROOFS AND MULTICOLOR ESSAYS ) 

SERVICES 

Black blot status. No sports stamps received the black blot In the December issue of 
"The American Philatelist". 

SOJEX prospectus. The prospectus for SOJEX, to be held in Atlantic City, New Jersey, 
from April 14th through 16th, can be obtained from Mrs. Helen B. Rocco (SPI 35), 405 N. 
8th St., Vlneland, N. J. The SPI Trophy for the best sports exhibit will be offered and 
President Barbara T. Williams will be present to meet all available SPI members. 



8 SPORTS PHILATELISTS INTERNATIONAL 

President: Lawrence McMillan, 16276 Spruce St., Hesperla, California 
Vice-Pres: F. Quentln Farr, 19 Hillside Road, Elizabeth 3, New Jersey 
Sec-Treas: Leonard K. Elchorn, 18502 Winslow Road, Shaker Heights, Ohio 44122 
Director : Travis L. Land, 4243 Chestnut Hill Drive, San Antonio, Texas 78218 

Sports Philatelists International Is an independent, non-profit organization dedicat
ed to the study and collection of postage stamps and related collateral material dealing 
with sports (Including Olympics) and recreation and to the promotion of International un
derstanding and good will through mutual interest in sports and philately. Its activities 
are planned and carried on entirely by the unpaid, volunteer services of Its members. All 
members in good standing receive the monthly periodical, "Journal of Sports Philately". 
The dues for regular membership are $3.00 per year. Membership applications may be ob
tained from Mrs. Helen Turner, 3447 Spruce Ave., Bremerton, Washington 98312. 

"Journal of Sports Philately" 

Managing Editor : Robert M. Bruce, 1457 Cleveland Road, Wooster, Ohio 44691 
Assoc. Editors : F. Quentln Farr, 19 Hillside Road, Elizabeth 3, New Jersey 

Ira Seebacher, 48 Knollwood Road South, Roslyn, New York 
Mrs. Barbara T. Williams, 6601 White Oak Ave., Reseda, California 
Irwin Bloomfleld, 61 Broadway, Room 1824, New York, New York 10006 
Cliff Jeger, 6607 Broadway, West New York, New Jersey 
Robert M. Bruce, 1457 Cleveland Road, Wooster, Ohio 44691 
Olech W. Wyslotsky, 569 Main St., East Orange, New Jersey 
William G. Breoht, Brecht and Holer, Inc., 694 Third Ave., New York, 
New York 10017 

Editorial Oomm. 

Advertising Mgrs 

Publisher 

NOTE: The opinions expressed In this publication are those of the individual authors; they 
do not necessarily represent those of the editor, the offioers of SPI, or the posi
tion of SPI itself. All catalogue numbers quoted in this publication are from 
"Scott's Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue" unless specifically stated otherwise. 
SPI and "JSP" do not guarantee advertisements, but accept oopy in good faith, re
serving the right to reject objeotional material. 

EDITORIAL COMMENT 

Bill Brecht and I are sorry about our error on Pages 6 and 7 of our revised member
ship roster. By now, either with the January or this issue of "JSP", you should have re
ceived the corrections; simply replace the original sheets with the corrections and the 
project is as it was planned. 

This was a simple misunderstanding of inadequate instructions designed to save sever
al hours of typing and some cost by re-using old printing plates. Of course our goal is 
to have as few goofs as possible, but they will happen occasionally. It is a real won
der that we do not have more. 

On January 4th I submitted my resignation as editor of our periodical. I shall pre
pare future issues to include that for June. Summarized briefly, here are my reasons for 
resignation: 

1. My professional responsibilities do not leave sufficient time to do the Job pro
perly. Nor is there any indication of improvement in the future. 

2. During the past two and one-half years "JSP" has taken a considerable drop in both 
quality and quantity. This has been a constant frustration to me, yet I have not been 
able to recover the lost ground. 

3. I have neglected my own sports accumulation, my professional reading, and certain 
other seasonable hobbies. I now desire to devote time to them without a monthly deadline 
hanging over my head. 

Overlooking the disappointing facets of the editorship, I have enjoyed the nearly 
five years. Undoubtedly my greatest satisfaction in this time has been my acquaintance, 
by mail in most cases but face-to-face in some, with literally dozens of sports collectors 
who have done their bit to make SPI and "JSP" function. Some have moved on—to other in
terests, apparently—and have been replaced. But there remains a solid core of dependable 
workers, all of whom, I hope, qualify as real friends. It Is my hope that these friend
ships can continue despite my separation from the project. 



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 9 

It is with extreme regret that we accept the resignation of Bob Bruce as editor of 
"JSP". He has worked long, hard, and faithfully as editor; but, because of personal rea
sons, he has now announced his resignation from the post. 

This places our organization in a precarious position for our journal is the link 
which holds the membership together. "JSP" is both the lifeline and life blood of SPI. 
Through it is carried news and information on sports stamps, articles of interest, discov
eries, questions and answers, letters, and all the other material pertaining to sports 
philately. 

A replacement for Bob as editor must be found and as soon as possible. Bob has given 
May 15th (or completion of the final copy for the June issue) as the effective date of his 
resignation. If a successor can be found immediately, Bob will be able to transfer all 
his responsibilities in easy stages. 

Certainly the position will require work and effort, 
points for a volunteer to consider: 

However, there are some good 

1. Bob will work with his successor as much as possible to help him get started. 
2. A regular contributor has been found for "Olympiana". 
3. I shall continue to prepare material for the "New Issues Calendar". 
4. Bill Stoms will continue to do the auctions, John La Porta will handle sales, and 

Ira Seebacher will continue work on his handbook, which Is just about ready for the first 
supplementary round. 

5. The Board of Directors will be pleased to consider any suggestions made by a vol
unteer for the position. 

6. The new editor will be In contact with many outstanding collectors and will have 
an opportunity to correspond with many new friends. 

I repeat: if our organization is going to survive, "JSP" must survive. Someone must 
step forward to assume the position as editor. Too much "blood, sweat, and tears" have 
gone into the making of SPI by such people as Bob Bruce to let it die by the wayside. 
With a person with time to edit "JSP", SPI can become even bigger and stronger than ever. 
Won't someone please volunteer, so that we can echo Bob's sentiments "to keep SPI strong 
and healthy"? 

NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS AND AFFILIATES 

She leads by example. President Barbara Williams (SPI 69) won a third-place award in 
the topical division at WARPEX, staged recently at Warner Robins, Georgia. Congratula
tion, Prexy! 

Expiration notices: 

Nos. 371-93, 538-42, 594, and 633-34 
Nos. 394-413, 5^3-50, 595-602, and 635-36 
Nos. 414-31, 551-55, 603-05, and 637-39 

December 31st 
January 31st 
February 28th 

Membership changes (to January 1 s t ) 

Addit ions: 

672 Alf ie ld , Stephen E. , 41 Brookhaven Rd., Worcester, Mass. 01606 (GS:S:S) 
673 Carlonl , Renato, Via Cavour 47, Fabriano Cancona, I t a l y (no Informa

t ion) 
674 Ketz, Wllford H., Dept. of Phys. E d u c , Union College, Schenectady, 

N. Y., 12308 (GS:chronologlcally:C,S,MC) 

Changes of address: 

439 Hahn, Warren, 3800 Waldo Ave.. Apt. 3F. Bronx. N. Y. 10471 
592 Hamilton, Frank C , 540 W. Sierra Madre Blvd., Sierra Mad re, Calif. 

91024 
108 Kvalnes, D. Lee, 6 Sparks Place. Sparks Tract. Pennsville. N. J. 08070 
404 Lueders, Harold W.. 99 Highland. Kensington. Calif. 94707 
213 Yarwood, Capt. James B.. 38l£ Packard Drive. Alexandria. La. 71301 



10 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

New questions: 
103. What were the events of a sports nature, if any, in the First International 

Aeronautical Salon in Milan in 1935 (Italy 345-48)? 
104. Who is the auto racer on Hungary #1483, Issued in 1962? 
105. What were the official standings of the 5th European Gymnastic Cup held in Bel

grade in 1963 (Jugoslavia 704-06)? 
106. What do the letters "U.C.I.-F.S.C.L." on the World Cycling Championship issue 

(Luxembourg 384-85) stand for? Who were the winners of this event? 
107. What is the make and model year of the auto shown on Italy #622? 

Answers: 
83. The building in Warsaw depicted on Monaco $539 is the Palace of Culture and 

Science, built in 1952-53 as a gift from Russia (courtesy of Carl-Olof Enhagen—SPI 39). 
84. Enhagen also reports that the Paris scene on Monaco #549 is lie de la Cite with 

Notre Lame seen from the left side of the Seine (from the south-east). 
92. Credit Fred Farr (SPI 2) with this answer: "PTT" (not "PPT" as in the question) 

is the international designation, used by all nations belonging to the Universal Postal 
Union, to denote the various ministries of Posts, Telegraph, and Telecommunications (tele
phones, radios, cables, and television). The letter "PTT" indicate that Jugoslavia Issued 
these stamps for postage--not charity labels, private labels, or seals. The United States 
and Canada label their postal stamps "Postage"; other nations simply use the "PTT" abbre
viation. 

PHILATELIC MARKET REPORT 

- Fred Farr -

Tip of the month—Poland 729-32. Here's a sports set which doesn't even look like 
it, unless you examine the designs carefully. The vignettes depict, respectively, a hik
er's lodge in the Zakopane Mountains, a compass and hiker's pack, a canoe and map of Po
land, and a pair of skiis superimposed on a mountain landscape. Issued for tourist propa
ganda in 1956, three values of this set were widely used on commercial mall and were Is
sued in quantities varying from over 4,000,000 to almost 20,000,000 stamps. 

The key stamp of this set, however, is #731, which was a "blocked value". This means 
that this stamp was issued in the very small quantity of 310,000 copies, almost all of 
which were sold only for hard currency from the U. S. and Western Europe. As a result, 
these complete sets are rather elusive in mint condition, especially when we consider that 
most of these sets were sold in cancelled-to-order condition. 

However, the scarcity of this set is not reflected in current retail prices in the 
United States, where sets may be procured as cheap as 35^ in mint condition. Wholesalers 
in New York ask at least that much. In Europe, however, where most collectors specialize 
in European stamps, these sets will cost you $1.30 and up. That certainly makes this set 
a bargain at current retail quotations, doesn't it? And there are lots more bargains in 
Polish sports stamps, which are listed below. All of these sets are extremely reasonable, 
so why not fill in your requirements now? 

Poland 419. This bi-colored stamp, depicting a bicycle wheel, was issued in 1948 to 
commemorate the first International Bicycle Race, comprising a round trip between Warsaw 
and Prague (the Poles won!). "Michel" stated that 2,000,000 were issued, although "Trach-
tenberg" claims the correct quantity is 2,215,000 stamps. Anyway, these stamps are still 
widely available in the U. S. at prices ranging from 20jtf to 30^. European dealers, how
ever, charge 55^ to 65^, and no wholesalers can supply this item. You can't go wrong at 
20^, can you? 

Poland 680-81. This set features two homely designs depicting three bicycle wheels 
surmounted with the coats-of-arms of Prague, Berlin, and Warsaw on one stamp and three 
doves flying over a road on the second stamp. Issued in 1955 In honor of the 8th Interna
tional Bicycle Peace Race, some 810,000 sets were sold. Currently retails at 20^ in the 
U. S., but costs you 45# to 55jtf in Europe, and no wholesale supplies exist. Enough saidl 

Poland 693-94. Issued in 1955 to honor the 13th International Motorcycle Race in the 
Tatra Mountains, this set will never take any honors for imaginative design—it simply de
picts two motorcyclists with mountains in the background. Some 800,000 were issued, hence 
the set may be easily found for 20^ in the U. S., although European dealers ask 45^ to 50ji 
for their sets. No wholesale supplies, of course. 

Poland 699-704. Here's a set which I can unqualifyingly recommend; it features dy-
namic designs, was issued in small quantities, and Is a super bargain at current retail 
prices! Issued in 1955 to publicize the Second International Youth Games, held in Warsaw, 

(Continued on Page 15) 
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r August 1-14, 1955 . t h e s e stamps f e a t u r e a t h l e t e s i n a c t i o n and were i s s u e d i n a q u a n t i t y 
of 280,000 s e t s ( s t a t e s Henri T r a c h t e n b e r g ) . There a r e no who le sa l e q u a n t i t i e s a v a i l a b l e 
of t h i s s e t , bu t American r e t a i l e r s can supply you f o r 80jt. to $ 1 . 0 0 . European d e a l e r s 
ask $2.50 o r more, which f a c t should t e l l you p l e n t y . 

1 I n c i d e n t a l l y , t h i s s e t a l s o e x i s t s i m p e r f o r a t e and some 200,000 s e t s were so ld i n 
t h a t c o n d i t i o n a t double face v a l u e . American r e t a i l e r s ask $1 .50 to 02.50 f o r t h e s e s e t s 
and a t l e a s t one w h o l e s a l e r can supply a t $2.50 pe r s e t . European r e t a i l e r s , however, g e t 
$4.60 and up f o r t h e i r s e t s . 

Poland 7 1 7 - 1 8 . I f you c o n s i d e r ches s to be a s p o r t , t hen t h i s s e t i s f o r you. Com
memorating the F i r s t World Chess Championship f o r the Deaf and Dumb, t h i s s e t was i s s u e d 
i n 1956 i n the l i m i t e d q u a n t i t y of 310,000 s e t s . Desp i t e the smal l q u a n t i t y i s s u e d , t h i s 
s e t i s s t i l l a v a i l a b l e a t r e t a i l In the U. S. f o r only 25i, a l t h o u g h French and B r i t i s h 
d e a l e r s charge more than twice t h i s p r i c e . The s e t i s a r e a l b a r g a i n a t t he c u r r e n t 
American p r i c e , so buy now. 

Poland 7 2 4 - 2 6 . The d e s i g n s of t h i s s e t , honor ing the E l e v e n t h World S t u d e n t s Winter 
S p o r t s Championships , d e p i c t snowflakes and w i n t e r s p o r t s g e a r . Only 290,000 s e t s were 
i s s u e d , which makes t h i s s e t the second most e l u s i v e s p o r t s s e t i s s u e d by Poland s i n c e the 
Communist regime took over i n 1945 . Desp i t e i t s e l u s l v e n e s s , t h i s s e t i s f r e e l y a v a i l a b l e 
i n t he U. S. f o r 30°i r e t a i l , a l t h o u g h i t w i l l c o s t more t h a n tw ice t h a t when bought from 
European d e a l e r s . This s e t I s g r e a t l y underva lued on the American market t o d a y . 

Poland 7 2 7 - 2 8 . That da rn bike r ace i s back a g a i n ; t h i s time i t ' s the Ninth I n t e r n a -
t l o n a l Bicyc le Peace Race s e t , i s s u e d i n 1956. The d e s i g n i s r a t h e r a t t r a c t i v e , f e a t u r i n g 
a c y c l i s t pumping away a t the p e d a l s of h i s b i k e . "Michel" c l a ims t h a t 1 ,020 ,000 s e t s 
were i s s u e d , a l t h o u g h " T r a c h t e n b e r g " c la ims t h a t only 310,000 were I s s u e d ( i t i s p o s s i b l e 
t h a t 1 ,020,000 s e t s were p r i n t e d , bu t only 310,000 were s o l d ) . I t d o e s n ' t r e a l l y m a t t e r , 
because the s e t i s cheap enough, r e t a i l i n g f o r 25^ i n the U. S. and f o r more than twice 
t h a t much a b r o a d . American w h o l e s a l e r s charge 2 5 ^ , which i s the c u r r e n t r e t a i l p r i c e , so 
you c a n ' t go wrong I n buying a s e t a t t o d a y ' s p r i c e . 

Poland 750 -56 . I r e a l l y l i k e t h i s s e t , so you may remember t h a t I t i p p e d I t back i n 
A p r i l of 1964, wKen i t was r e t a i l i n g f o r only S0r. Su re ly you remember t h i s b e a u t i f u l 
s e t , i s s u e d i n 1956 to commemorate the 1 6 t h Olympiad he ld a t Melbourne . F e a t u r i n g dynamic 
a t h l e t e s i n a c t i o n , t h i s s e t i s much more p l e n t i f u l i n c a n c e l l e t t - t o - o r d e r c o n d i t i o n t han 
i t i s i n f i n e mint c o n d i t i o n ; t h i s I s what happened to most of the p r i n t i n g of 840,000 
s e t s . I have seen r e t a i l q u o t a t i o n s i n the U. S. r a n g i n g from $1.25 to $ 1 . 9 0 , a l t h o u g h 
the w o r l d ' s l a r g e s t w h o l e s a l e r g e t s $2.00 f o r h i s s e t s ( t h e y ' l l pay $1.20 f o r any min t 
s e t s ) . European d e a l e r s charge $4.00 and up f o r t h i s s e t , so I d o n ' t see how you can l o s e 
a t c u r r e n t r e t a i l p r i c e s . 

Poland 758 -60 . S k i e r s and snowflakes a r e f e a t u r e d on t h e s e t h r e e s tamps , i s s u e d i n 
1957 to commemorate the 50 th a n n i v e r s a r y of s k i i n g i n t h a t c o u n t r y . Some 535,000 s e t s 
were i s s u e d , which i s about o n e - h a l f P o l a n d ' s u s u a l q u a n t i t y f o r commemoratives. A v a i l 
ab l e from American r e t a i l e r s f o r 40JL< to 50^, which a l s o happens to be the c u r r e n t whole
s a l e p r i c e . Dea le r s I n London and P a r i s g e t $1.00 f o r t h i s s e t , which I s more than twice 
the American r e t a i l (and w h o l e s a l e ) q u o t a t i o n . I f you need t h i s s e t , i t c e r t a i n l y i s n ' t 
going t o be any cheape r t han i t s c u r r e n t q u o t a t i o n . 

Poland 7 6 4 - 6 5 . " S c o t t " n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g , t h i s s e t does not commemorate " the 12 th a n 
n i v e r s a r y of the d e a t h of the s k i e r s Bronis law Czech and Hanna Marusarzowna". I t commemo
r a t e s the 1 2 t h Memorial Ski Race he ld a t Zakopane i n honor of t hose two s k i e r s . We d o n ' t 
even know how many s e t s were I s s u e d ; "Michel" says 330,000 s e t s , but "T rach t enbe rg" c l a ims 
i t i s 536,000 complete s e t s . This s e t I s s t i l l a v a i l a b l e f o r 30^ o r so on the American 
marke t , a l t h o u g h European d e a l e r s g e t more t han twice t h i s sum f o r t h e i r s e t s . Wholesa l 
e r s canno t supply t h i s s e t . I f you need i t , pay the 30^ and r e j o i c e t h a t you got a b a r 
g a i n . 

Poland 7 6 6 - 6 8 . Poland used s t y l i z e d d e s i g n s on t h i s s e t commemorating the World 
Youth Fencing Championships , he ld a t Warsaw i n 1957. Some 1 ,040 ,000 s e t s were i s s u e d , but 
most were used up on commercial mal l emanat ing from Po land . Tipped back i n December of 
1964 when they c o s t on ly 20^ , t h e s e stamps have advanced to j u s t twice t h a t sum on the 
American r e t a i l ma rke t - -wh ich e q u a l s the c u r r e n t American who lesa le p r i c e . European d e a l 
e r s charge 90^ f o r t h e i r s e t s . I e s p e c i a l l y recommend t h i s s e t i f your d e a l e r can supply 
#767 and #768 i n a s e - t e n a n t p a i r . 

Poland 7 7 7 - 7 8 . H e r e ' s a s p o r t s s e t which amazes me f o r s e v e r a l r e a s o n s . F i r s t l y , 
some 2 ,918 ,000 s e t s were i s s u e d and s o l d , y e t no w h o l e s a l e r can supply t h i s s e t l Second
l y , I t i s a p o p u l a r t o p i c a l ( s p o r t s ) and the h i g h va lue shows a dynamic d e s i g n , y e t t he 
s e t i s s t a g n a n t on the m a r k e t . L a s t l y , i t r e t a i l s f o r on ly 20^ i n the U. S . , y e t f o r e i g n 
d e a l e r s r e a d i l y s e l l t h e i r s e t s f o r 70JL< o r more . I f b i c y c l e r a c i n g i s your d i s h of t e a , 
d o n ' t miss t h i s s e t a t the give-away p r i c e p r e v a i l i n g i n the American m a r k e t . 
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