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SOCCER - GT. BRITAIN VS, GE
- John Murray -

When England defeated West Germany in the 1966 World Cup Final, it must have been a very
annoying factor on the German Team's minds prior to the kick-off, that despite having de-
feated several favorites to reach the final of the Jules Rimet Trophy, they had still ibo
overcome the infamous ENGLISH HOODOO, that in all their previous Internationals Germany
had failed to beat an England Eleven on the soccer field since the introduction of inter-
national soccer,

Many of the previous games had been closely contested but, of all those, the best oppor-
tunity Germany ever had of inflicting a thrashing upon England came in the summer of 1938
during the time of Hitler's Third Reich. In May of that year, England was on a European
tour and was due to play Germany on May 1l4th. in the magnificent Berlin Olympic Stadium.
At this particular time England had still to enter for the 'World Cup' competitions since
its introduction in 1930, Despite this fact, her soccer talents were still greatly ad-
mired and respecteds So in May 1938, if ever an opportunity presented itself, this would
be the time for Germany to do so.

The International was to be played in the presence of 'Der Fuhrer', Dr. Goebbels, Hess,
and Goering, and not forgetting 110,000 yelling Germans who would be packed into the sta-
dium, it was quite obvious that this pointed to an odds on victory for Germany. However,
Just prior to the start of the game a dramatic incident occured in England's dressing room.

It was explained to the England XI that in the 1936 Olympies the Gt, Britain Olympie
squad, during the march past, had refused to salute Hitler with the now infamous 'Nazi!
salute but had merely accorded him an 'eyes-right'! and this action had been treated by the
Nazis as a snub to the leader. Thus to save any further embarrassment to all concerned,
and in particular to the late Sir Neville Henderson, the British Ambassador in Berlin,
then spectating, the English players were told that during the playing of the German
National Anthem, they were to line up at attention in front of Hitler and salute him with
the Nazi salute.

At this request the players were furious and refused to comply with it until they had
received a directive from the Football Association officials, However, sensing that it
would cause considerable harm and also the fact that the kick-off was in a few minutes,the
players decided amongst themselves that it should be complied with to save embarrassment
to British officials.

Thus England took to the field facing a packed stadium of fanatical supporters and
eleven German footballers who were determined to win in the presence of their leader.
During the English National Anthem the German squad saluted Hitler, and when Germany's
Anthem was played England's XI returned the so-called compliment to Hitler per Nazi style.

Despite the apparent odds on victory forecast for Germany, it was a very tense game at
the start, but once England settled down they proceeded to hand out, with the able assis-
tance of a tremendous half-back line captained by one of the world's best mid-field men,
Eddie Hapgood (Arsenal), a soccer lesson to the Germans. Despite gallant efforts by Ger—
many to stem the English floodtide, goals from Bastin, Robinson, Broome and Matthews and
two consolation goals for Germany brought the half-time score to 4=2 in England's favor.
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2 The second half saw many spectators hoping Germany would pull back England's two goal
lead, but two great goals from Robinson and Goulden and a third from Germany ended the
game 6-3 in England's favor, shattering Hitler's dreams of victory on the soccer field.

After the match the English dressing room received a delighted Sir Neville Henderson who
called to express his congratulations on a wonderful victory.

However, the following day a photograph was published depicting England's XI standing
saluting Hitler and on seeing this, howls of protest were heard throughout England.
Despite the protests the matter soon slipped into the history books as the score in itself
had proved England's superiority.

On that memorable day the English team read: - V. Woodley (Chelsea), A. Sproston (Leeds
Utd), E. Hapgood, Captain (Arsenal), C. K. Willingham (Huddersfield), A. Young (Hudders-
field), D. Welsh (Charlton), S. Matthews (Stoke), J. Robinson (Sheffield Wednesday), F.
Broome (Aston Villa), L. A. Goulden (West Ham Utd), C. Bastin (Arsenal).

Despite repeated efforts I have tried to obtain a copy of the photograph concerning the
infamous salute but have been told this is only available on newsreel film,

To commemorate the aforementioned game, the German Post office, no doubt anticipating a
German victory, issued a special postmark (pictured) relating to the game.
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JMPORTANT NOTICE

One of our members has been obtaining valuable material, on approval, from other mem=
bers by using me as a reference. He is not paying for the material, so please check with
me, before assuming that the letter was written at my suggestion. I can only hope that
this member will settle his debts before it is necessary to take legal steps. This type
of action does come under the U, S, Postal Mail Fraud Act, and reports will be filed.

(signed) Barbara Williams
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