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WORLD & EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS IN SPE^S^ATJMft 

- Hans C. M. Abbenhuis -

The World and European Championships in speed-skating are held each year under the supervision 
of the ISO (International Skating Union). They were officially organized in 1892, hot in 1891 
'invitation races' were held in Amsterdam for the title of World Champion. The winner was the Amer­
ican skater Donoghue, second the Dutchman Klaas Pander and third place to Underborg of Sweden. 

The first official World Champituiships failed to cone up with a winner because none of the con­
testants could meet the requirements of those days. The program called for three out of four races 
(500, 1500, 5000, 10,000 meters) to be won to qualify as a winner. These four distance races are 
still the official meters in the championship rules today. 

Since 1900 the following rules are used by the European and World Championships, (a) the races 
are held in 500, 1500, 5000, and 10,000 meters. The 500m. and 5000m. races are held the first day, 
with the 1500m. and 10,000m. races on the second day. Since 19/4-7 the rules state that only the best 
16 skaters after three distance races may start in the 10,000m. race. Every race will have only two 
skaters together* (b) All time-results will be reduced into 500-neter-time. This can result in the 
fastest skater losing the race because of the method in arriving at the total number of points when 
converted into 500-meter-time. 

During the first years of the official World Championships there was one speed-skater who dom­
inated all others, Jaap Eden from Holland. He won the World Championships in 1893, 1895, and 1896, 
and was 'ex-aequo' first in 189/+. Eden was not only great in speed-skating but gained victory in 
the World Cycling Championship races in 189*4, (10km) and in 1895 the sprint and one-mile race. 

The second great skater in history was Oscar Mathisen of Norway. He won the European Champion­
ships three times and the World Championships five times (19-8-9, 1912, 1913, and 19H;. 

Between 1922 and 1931, during the ten race-seasons you will find the name of Clas Thunberg of 
Finland. He won the title four times in the European and five times in the World Championships. In 
the same period Ivar Ballangrud of Norway made great success, winning the European title twice and 
the World title four times, along with four gold medals, two silver and one bronze in the Winter 
Olympic Games of 1928, 1932, and 1936. 

During the II World War no races were held, but since 19/47 the European and World Championships 
have taken place without interruption* In 1953 the Russian skaters took part again after an absence 
of about AO years (their last World Champion was Nicolai Strunnikoff in 1911). 
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Before the arrival of the Russians, all speed-skaters in the world were dominated by one man, 
Hjalmar Andersen of Norway. He won the European and World title in 1950, 1951, and 1952, besides 
Olympic titles in the 1500, 5000 and 10,000 meters at the Winter Olympic Games in Oslo in 1952. 

The arrival of the Russians however broke the Scandinavian hegemony. Between 1953 and 1968 the 
Russian skaters took eight European and six World titles. Their best-known representatives were 
Oleg Gonsharenko (European Championship in 1957, 1958, World Championship in 1953, 1956 and 1958), 
Boris Shllkov, Victor Kossitskin and Eduard Matusevitch. 

In reviewing the European and World Championships by country, we have the following: 

Country 
Norway 
Russia 
Holland 
Sweden 
Finland 
Hungary 

European 
9 
8 
3 
2 
0 
0 

World 
8 
6 
3 
2 
2 
1 

For speed-skaters, the races at the Olympic Games are quite different from the European and 
World Championships. In those races there is only one winner while in the Olympic Games there are 
four gold medal winners (one for each meter race). It is here that specialists in short as well as 
long distances have a chance to win in each. This is especially true in the 500m. race as the 
skater would never be able to win the European or World title because he loses too much time in the 
long distance races under the 500m. time-result point system. An example, the gold medal winners 
Ken Henry (USA), Richard McDermott (USA), and Erhard Keller (W.Germany) who have never had a chance 
to play an important part in the European and World Championships. 

The list of medal winners at the 
the European and World Championships. 

Country Gold 
Norway 17 
USSR 8 
USA 7 
Finland 5 
Sweden 3 
Holland 1 
W.Germany 1 
Canada 0 
Austria 0 

Olympic Games gives quite another picture in comparison to 

Silver 
15 
3 
5 
6 
2 
6 
0 
1 
0 

Bronze 
H 
5 
2 
U 
5 
2 
0 

u 
1 

lotai 
46 
16 (since 1956) 
U U gold, 1 silver, 1932) 
15 
10 
9 
1 
5 (all in 1932) 
1 

As in other types of sports, the achievements in speed-skating have improved greatly. Many 
•Unimprovable' records have been improved. The most important are better training methods, better 
material, and better ice-rinks. The better rinks are constructed on great heights and in places 
where the climate is ideal for greater achievements, no wind, thin air and very sunny. 

About the turn of the century the best skaters in the world went to the magnificent ice-rink 
in Davos, Switzerland, most of the World records in those days were improved in Davos. After World 
War II the Russians constructed such a 'dream ice-rink' in Alma Ata. When the news of world record 
achievements in Alma Ata reached the western countries, there was a great deal of doubt about the 
validity of the records. 

However, when the Russian skaters, who made these fantastic records, beat all the western 
skaters in the first year that they took part in the World Championships (1953) the doubt about the 
validity was removed. 

The well-known ice-rinks, constructed on great heights are: Davos, Switzerland, Alma Ata, USSR 
Hisurina (the Olympic rink in Cortina d'Ampezzo, Italy, 1956), Squaw Valley, USA (I960) and Insell 
West Germany, where in 1969 the European Championships will be held. 

EFIMEX WINNERS 

THEY DID IT AGAIN - Barbara Williams and Chris Norgard, our most dedicated exhibitors, brought 
home the first and second place awards. 

No large Gold Medals were awarded, something to do with rules in judging topical exhibits. How­
ever, the Gold Medals given are just smaller duplicates of the large ones. 

First place Gold Medal went to Chris Norgard for his exhibit 'Postal History of the Olympic Games* 
Second place Vermeil (gold-silver) Medal awarded to Brabara Williams for her exhibit 'History of 
Soccer in the Olympic Games' 
Carol Jose Turu also was awarded a Vermeil Medal and the SPI Trophy for his exhibit 'Jules Rimet Cup' 
The silver-bronse medal went to Frantisek Andel of Czechoslovakia for his exhibit 'The Splendor of 
the Olympic Games. 



THE LONG LEAP - SKY DIVING 

- John La Porta -

Of all the sports practiced around the world, none can match the raw courage and the nerve that 
are needed for sky-diving. Parachutists admit to the thrill one can derive from jumping out of a 
plane. There are over 15,000 Americans participating and it is a very popular sport in Russia and 
the other Eastern European countries. 

Sky-diving is becoming safer each year due to the rigid regulations and training routines the 
participants are subject to in over 300 training centers in the United States. Twenty persent of 
all United States participants are women from all walks of life. In 1962 American women won the 
team title in the World Championships. The American men placed second! 

There are enough sky-divers on hand to support th« Parachute Club of America, a national organ­
isation and two magazines. The club now has over 6,000 members. 

In typical competition, both individual and team events are held. International meets are gen­
erally based on three individual events and an individual overall score plus one or two team events. 
Individual events include two landing accuracy (sometimes more) events and one of style. 

In the accuracy events, the parachutist in international competition makes his jumps from 1,000 
and/or 1500 meters. In the team events, points of four-man (three-women) squads are combined in the 
accuracy division only. In the style event, the parachutist jumps from 2,000 meters. 
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(Oval handstamp - Festival of Aviation/Aero Club Quito/Solo Parachute Jumper Capt. Manuel Bojo Del 
Rio/Feb. 21, 195/+ (autographed by Rojo) - Baekstamp - Quito/Feb. 21, 1954/Pich. 165Q - Squard hand-
stamp in blue - sponsors - Aero Club of Quito) 

Scoring is a bit complicated and is based upon the jumper entering the plane, seconds delay in 
the opening of the chute and the distance the parachutist lands from the target. In the style event 
the parachutist is scored upon entering the aircraft and is graded during the fall on style and aer­
ial maneuvers during the delayed fall. No landing accuracy points are awarded for this event. 

International competition began in 1951 when five countries sent sky-divers to Jugoslavia. Led 
of France took first place; Vukthevith of Jugoslavia second place, and Waltri of Switzerland third 
place in overall competition. The United States did not send a representive to an international 
meet until 1954, and he finished 23rd in the competition. 

In 1968 Jacques Andre Istel opened the first sport jump center at Orange, Mass. and from then 
on jump centers sprang up throughout the country. United States stars began having better fortunes 
in international competition in I960 when Jim Arender, U.S. Army, took first place in the style 
event and Richard Fortenberry, his teammate, won the overall championship. The first United States 
women participated in the world championships in 1960 and by 1962 they won the international title. 
The star of this team was 35-year old Muriel Simbro, a veteran of five hundred jumps. 

In the 1966 world championships, the USSR had a clean sweep in the women's division and only 
lost the individual precision jumping to East Germany in the men's division. The USSR now holds 93 
of the 137 registered world records. In the first five months of 1967, Soviet parachute jumpers set 
up 43 records, A2. of them improvements on the world marks. 


