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& EURQ. C IONSHIPS P
- Hans C, M, Abbenhuis -

The World and Furopean Championships in speed-skating are held each year under the supervision
of the ISU (International Skating Union). They were officially organized in 1892, but in 1891
'invitation races' were held in Amsterdam for the title of World Champion. The winner was the Amer-
ican skater Donoghue, second the Dutchman Klaas Pander and third place to Underborg of Sweden.

The first official World Championships failed to come up with a winner because none of the con—
testante could meet the requirements of those days. The program called for three out of four races
(500, 1500, 5000, 10,000 meters) to be won to qualify as a winner., These four distance races are
still the official meters in the championship rules today.

Since 1900 the following rules are used by the Furopean and World Championships, (a) the races
are held in 500, 1500, 5000, and 10,000 meters. The 500m. and 5000m. races are held the first day,
with the 1500m. and 10,000m, races on the second day. Since 1947 the rules state that only the best
16 skaters after three distance races may start in the 10,000m, race. Every race will have only two
skaters together. (b) All time-results will be reduced into 500-meter-time, This can result in the
fastest skater losing the race because of the method in arriving at the total number of points when
converted into 500-meter-time,

During the first years of the official World Championships there was one speed-skater who dom-
inkted all others, Jaap Eden from Holland, He won the World Championships in 1893, 1895, and 1896,
and was 'ex-aequo' first in 1894. Rden was not only great in speed-skating but gained wvictory in
the World Cycling Championship races in 1894 (10km) and in 1895 the sprint and one-mile race.

The second great skater in history was Oscar Mathisen of Norway. He won the Furopean Champion-
ships three times and the World Championships five times (19-8-9, 1912, 1913, and 1914).

Between 1922 and 1931, during the ten race~seasons you will find the name of Clas Thunberg of
Finland, He won the title four times in the European and five times in the World Championships. In
the same period Ivar Ballangrud of Norway made great success, winning the Furopean title twice and
the World title four times, along with four gold medals, two silver and one bronze in the Winter
Olympic Games of 1928, 1932, and 1936.

During the II World War no races were held, but since 1947 the European and World Championships
have taken place without interruption. In 1953 the Russian skaters took part again after an absence
of about 40 years (their last World Champion was Nicolai Strumnikoff in 1911).




Before the arrival of the Russians, all speed-skaters in the world were dominated by one man,
Hjalmar Andersen of Norway. He won the European and World title in 1950, 1951, and 1952, besides
Olympic titles in the 1500, 5000 and 10,000 meters at the Winter Olympic Games in Oslo in 1952. .

The arrival of the Russians however broke the Scandinavian hegemony. Between 1953 and 1968 the
Russian skaters took eight European and six World titles. Their best-known representatives were
Oleg Gonsharenko (European Championship in 1957, 1958, World Championship in 1953, 1956 and 1958),
Boris Shilkov, Victor Koszitskin and Eduard Matuseviteh.

In reviewing the European and World Championships by country, we have the following:

Country  European  NWorld
Norway 9 8
Russia 8 6
Holland 3 3
Sweden 2 2
Finland 0 2
Hungary 0 5 |

For speed-skaters, the races at the Olympic Games are quite different from the European and
World Championships. In thoze races there is only one winner while in the Olympic Games there are
four gold medal winners (one for each meter race). It is here that specialists in short as well as
long distances have a chance to win in each. This is especially true in the 500m. race as the
skater would never be able to win the European or World title because he loses too much time in the
long distance races under the 500m, time-result point system. An example, the gold medal winners
Ken Henry (USA), Richard McDermott (USA), and Erhard Keller (W.Germany) who have never had a chance
to play an important part in the European and World Championships.

The list of medal winners at the Olympic Games gives quite another picture in comparison to
the European and World Championships.

Country Gold  Silver  Bronze T

Norway 17 15 1 4

USSR 8 3 5 16 (since 1956)

USA 7 5 2 14 (4 gold, 1 silver, 1932)
Finland 5 6 4 15

Sweden 3 2 L] 10

Holland 1 6 2 9

W.Germany b & 0 0 1

Canada 0 1 4 5 (all in 1932)

Austria 0 0 1 b §

As in other types of sports, the achievements in speed-skating have improved greatly. Many
'Unimprovable' records have been improved. The most important are better training methods, better
material, and better ice-rinks., The better rinks are constructed on great heights and in places
where the climate is ideal for greater achievements, no wind, thin air and very sunny.

About the turn of the century the best skaters in the world went to the magnificent ice-rink
in Davos, Switgzerland, most of the World records in those days were improved in Davos. After World
War II the Russians constructed such a 'dream ice-rink' in Alma Ata, When the news of world record
achievements in Alma Ata reached the western countries, there was a great deal of doubt about the
validity of the records.

However, when the Russian skaters, who made these fantastic records, beat all the western
skaters in the first year that they took part in the World Championships (1953) the doubt about the
validity was removed.

The well-known ice-rinks, constructed on great heights are: Davos, Switserland, Alma Ata, USSR
Misurina (the Olympic rink in Cortina d'Ampezso, Italy, 1956), Squaw Valley, USA (1960) and Inzell
West Germany, where in 1969 the European Championships will be held.

FFIMEX WINNERS

THEY DID IT AGAIN - Barbara Williams and Chris Norgard, our most dedicated exhibitors, brought
home the first and second place awards,

No large Gold Medals were awarded, something to do with rules in judging topicel exhibits, How-
ever, the Gold Medals given are just smaller duplicates of the large ones.

First place Gold Medal went to Chris Norgard for his exhibit 'Postal History of the Olympic Games! ‘
Second place Vermeil (gold-silver) Medal awarded to Brabara Williams for her exhibit 'History of

Soccer in the Olympic Games!

Carol Jose Turu also was awarded a Vermeil Medal and the SPI Trophy for his exhibit 'Jules Rimet Cup!

The silver-bronze medal went to Frantisek Andel of Czechoslovakia for his exhibit 'The Splendor of

the Olympic Games,






