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Special Soccer Cancellations 
Part I — Western Hemisphere 
by Joseph M. Lacko & Olech W . Wyslotsky 

Soccer, known to most people in the world as football, was esta­
blished in England some hundred years ago. In 1904 a federation was 
formed through the representatives of Great Britain and the repre­
sentatives from the Continent of Europe. This body is known as the 
F.I.F.A. (Federation International Football Association), which gov­
erns the sport throughout the world. From a half dozen members, it 
nov. consists of more than 150 member nations. 

The highest competition in soccer is the World Cup competition, 
which is held every four years. A trophy is awarded the winner, the 
Jules Rimet Cup, which is named after Jules Rimet who was president 
of FIFA in 1920, who brought the world competition to a reality. 

In 1930 the first competition was organized and Uruguay, which 
defeated Argentina in the final game 4:1, was the winner of the cup 
"Victory". The Cup Is made of solid gold, the "Victory" showing out­
spread wings. The upraised hands hold the Cup. It was the creation 
of French sculptor, Abel Lafleur, which cost the FIFA 50,000 Francs. 

It was stipulated that a country winning the trophy three times 
would retire the Cup. Brazil did this in 1970 winning the Cup for 
the third time in Mexico, defeating Italy in the final game. 

The game of soccer is olayed will 11 playe 
field. 110 X 130 yards X 70 to 80 yards. A ball 
cumference is used in scoring into a net, whlc 
posts 8 yards in length and 8 feet in height, 
headed, but none of the players is allowed to 
the goal keeper. A goal is scored when the bal 
ed into the opponents goal and over the line 
is given for each goal. The game Is played in 
of 45 minutes each. There are 17 laws of the 

on each side, on a 
26-28 inches in cir-

h is attached to goal 
The ball is kicked or 
use his hands, except 
1 Is kicked or direct-
into the net. A point 
two halves, consisting 
game which cover the 



game of soccer consisting of equipment, infractions, penalties etc. 

Soccer cancellations are definite postal documents, thus, his­
tory in sport philately. These postmarks were used for commemorating 
events, the sport itself, the tournaments, the places, the personages 
and groups. 

Part I will deal with the 
Hemisphere. 

soccer cancellations of the Western 

1. ARGENTINA: 

2. BOLIVIA: 

3. BRAZIL: 

4. BRAZIL: 

5. BRAZIL: 

6. 

Argentina Championship in Soccer, Nov. 9. 1963. Bahla 
Blanca, Argentina. 

XXI Championship of South America in Soccer. First 
Day of Issue March 21, 1963. La Paz, Bolivia. 

(a) Inauguration of Municipal Stadium, April 27, 1940 
in Sao Paolo. (This cancel was used on air mail only) 

(b) Airline "VASP" own cancel. 29 April 1940, MANNA 
Sao Paolo. 

(c) VASP's airmail sticker (label). 

World Soccer Championship, June 24, 1950, Rio de 
Janeiro. 

Municipal Stadium, June 24, 1950, Brazil. 

IV World Soccer Championship, June 24, 1950. 
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