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STAMPS WITH FIVE RINGS

Paolo De Maria

Sooner or later you will find that stamps have covered the sub-
ject closest to your heart whether it is in your hobby or your profes-
sion. Before you know it you will find yourself collecting and spe-
cializing in some subject. Philately compliments a person's interests.
In my case it compliments my interests 1ln sports.

I have been swimming 1longer that I have been collecting stamps.

. Naturally, I started collecting stamps about various sports. Later I
narrowed the field of interest to the "Olympics". In investigating

the subject I found and learned many interesting facts concerning the

origin of the Games and the date and location on which they were held.

It all started in Greece. Every four years the best male athletes
from each Greek city convened at the foot of Mount Olympus. There they
competed with each other guided by the highest standards of conduct
and moral judgement. The pictorial records of those early Games has
reached us on vases, bronzes and other artifacts. The old Hellenic
Games are now shrouded in the mist of legend, but they were celebrated
for nearly 1200 hears, until 394 A.D. when they were abolished by
Emperor Theodosius. Many attempts were made to revive the games. None
succeded until 1896 through the efforts of Baron de Coubertin. This
Frenchman devoted his lifetime and wealth to this effort.

A pictorial history of the old as well as the Modern Olymplads
can be found on stamps from many countries. The following 1list of
dates and cities which hosted Olympic Games is taken from a souvenir
sheet issued by the Cook Islands.

I 1896 Athens VIII 1924 Paris XVI 1956 Melbourne
II 1900 Paris IX 1928 Amsterdam XVII 1960 Rome
IIT 1904 St. Louis X 1932 Los Angeles XVIII1964 Tokyo
IV 1908 London XI 1936 Berlin XIX 1968 Mexico City
V 1912 Stockholm XIV 1948 London XX 1972 Munich

' VII 1920 Antwerp XV 1952 Helsinki

Bach time countries large and small competed in the printing of
colorful stamps, souvenir sheets and cacheted covers. Some of them






