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STAMPS WITH FIVE RINGS 

Paolo De Maria 

Sooner or later you will find that stamps have covered the sub
ject closest to your heart whether It is In your hobby or your profes
sion. Before you know It you will find yourself collecting and spe
cializing in some subject. Philately compliments a person's interests. 
In my case it compliments my interests in sports. 

I have been swimming longer that I have been collecting stamps. 
Naturally, I started collecting stamps about various sports. Later I 
narrowed the field of interest to the "Olympics". In investigating 
the subject I found and learned many interesting facts concerning the 
origin of the Games and the date and location on which they were held. 

It all started in Greece. Every four years the best male athletes 
from each Greek city convened at the foot of Mount Olympus. There they 
competed with each other guided by the highest standards of conduct 
and moral judgement. The pictorial records of those early Games has 
reached us on vases, bronzes and other artifacts. The old Hellenic 
Games are now shrouded in the mist of legend, but they were celebrated 
for nearly 1200 hears, until 39k A.D. when they were abolished by 
Emperor Theodosius. Many attempts were made to revive the games. None 
succeded until 1896 through the efforts of Baron de Coubertin. This 
Frenchman devoted his lifetime and wealth to this effort. 

A pictorial history of the old as well as the Modern Olympiads 
can be found on stamps from many countries. The following list of 
dates and cities which hosted Olympic Games is taken from a souvenir 
sheet issued by the Cook Islands. 

I I896 Athens 
II 1900 Paris 
III 190^ St. Louis 
IV 1908 London 
V 1912 Stockholm 
VII 1920 Antwerp 

VIII 192*4- Paris 
IX 1928 Amsterdam 
X 1932 Los Angeles 
XI 1936 Berlin 
XIV 19^8 London 
XV 1952 Helsinki 

XVI 1956 Melbourne 
XVII I960 Rome 
XVIIII96k Tokyo 
XIX 1968 Mexico City 
XX 1972 Munich 

Each time countries large and small competed in the printing of 
colorful stamps, souvenir sheets and cacheted covers. Some of them 



issued stamps commemorating the Games even though they were not repre-* 
sented by a team. In such cases their stamps are of questionable value 
to collectors. 

The 1972 
A total of 12 
purb Olympic 
this occasion 
the privilege 
events of the 
the terrorist 
disrupted the 
create. 

"Olympiad" in Munich had teams entered by 126 countries. 
,000 athletes participated in the competitions. The su-
Park built by the Germans at a cost of $750,000,000 for 
is reproduced on a souvenir sheet. Germany was given 
of hosting the XX Games to make up for the embarassing 
one held in Berlin in 1936. Unfortunately the attack by 
s on the Israeli athletes and the loss of eleven of them 
happy atmosphere that the Germans had worked so hard to 

Every stamp about the Olympic Games carries the five inter-locked 
rings, symbol of the five continents. Let us hope that Inspired by 
this design, the youth of the world and the athletes participating in 
the Olympiads to come, succede in keeping the Games a brotherly com
petition as they so greatly deserve. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
Elsewhere in this issue you will see an article by Paolo DeMaria. 

This article was entered in the Philatelic Literature section at the 
National Junior Exhibition held in Stroudsburg last April. He was 
awarded a Silver medal for the article and his Olympic stamp exhibit al
so took a Silver. This young man is only nine years old. I thought you 
micht like to see what this young group is doing—look to your laurels-
-they are well able to take over from us. 

Bob Bruce and I have had a great many letters from people who are 
Interested in Bicycle Racing on stamps, all of whom have been sent 
an application to join SPI. We need someone who has an interest in this 
field of collecting to take over and coordinate their activities with 
the aim of doing a specialized listing of the subject, much like Bob 
has done for Basketball and Les Yerkes for Tennis. (Ed. note: we have 
not published anything on the Tennis by Les Yerkes to date.) Bob has 
sent them his "Bicycle checklist", taken from his handbook but I would 
like someone to take it on from here. We can always use as many new 
members as we can get and here is an entire group, -about 20,who with a 
little effort on our part can be brought into the fold. Come on now, 
somebody offer their help to these people and to me. 

There will be an International Exhibition in Mexico City in Oct. 
of 197^. I will again be one of the U.S. Commissioners so plan on get
ting that exhibit off the drawing board and on to pages and let me en
ter it in Mexico. Being under FIAF regulations, the FIP "forbidden 
issue" list will apply but this presents no problem, as once you enter, 
they will send you a copy of the list. Let's show these people we can 
take home all of the medals like we did in 1970 at SPORTMEX. 
know if you are interested in being sent a prospectus. 

Let me 

Sign Up a New Member! 


