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Since the developement of the aqualung by Jacques Yves Cousteau
and Emile Cagnan 1in 1942, people have thought of diving as something
new. The fact is that from earliest times man has sought to penetrate
the vast and alien underwater world. Ancient Romans and Greeks dove
to recover sponges, pearls, coral, and even sunken cargoes. Under-

’ water demolition was not unheard of either. Attempts at scuttling
wooden hulled vessels by boring holes underwater during a busy battle
was not beyond the ancient underwater demolition team strategy.

The diving bell invented by Sturmius-in 1678, utilized the prin-
ciple that air would be trapped inside of the inverted dome when low-
ered into the water. A diver could from time to time duck under the
inverted bell to take a breath while recovering valuables such as lost
anchors, bullion, jewels, cannon, and even ivory and rare woods.

The invention of SCUBA halted the many interruptions of having to
return to the diving bell for a breath. Along with SCUBA came the
sophisticated rubber swim fins first patented by the French in 1920,
the single lense face mask credited to the Japanese in the late 1920's
and a rubber snorkel copled from Leonardo da Vinci's early sketches.
The original snorkel was a long tube made from leather and supported
by a cork float. The snorkel was attached to an underwater mask
equipped with exterior spikes for protection against the unknown mon-
sters of the deep.

There have been many stamps depicting skin and SCUBA diving issued
since the early 1960's promoting tourism and international underwater
spear flshing contests. Nicaragua issucd a commemorative set of stamps
in connection with the Olympics, one of which showed spearfishing,
even though diving has never been an event in the Olympics.

‘ There have been a number of special cancellations authorized to.






