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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Mark Maestrone
SPI 2016 Election
Nominations are now open for all officers and
board members. Any member in good standing is
eligible to run. Nominations must be received by
our Nominations Chairman, Glenn Estus, no later
than May 1, 2016. His address is PO Box 451, Westport, NY 12993 (email: gestus@westelcom.com)
SOC Quarterly Auctions
Even if you are not a member of our sister
society in the U.K., the Society of Olympic Collectors (SOC), SPI members may now participate in
their quarterly auctions. For the moment, nonmembers may only bid and buy. In the future, it
may be possible to also submit lots for sale. A PDF
of the current auction is available for download
from our SPI website: www.sportstamps.org/
socauction.html. The net profit from each sale
through SPI’s portal will be split evenly between
SOC and SPI.
NY2016 World Stamp Show
Up to Date Info on our website:
http://www.sportstamps.org/ny2016.html
NY2016 is almost upon us, so I hope as many of
you as possible will plan your trip to coincide with
our activities over the Memorial Day weekend:
SPI Dinner: Sunday, 29 May, 7 PM at Tavern On
Jane in Greenwich Village. Price: $65/person

(includes sales tax and service) for a 4-course prixfixe meal. Seating is very limited, so please make
your reservations now at our website (URL in red
above) or to me: markspi@prodigy.net. Payment in
advance is required upon confirmation.

SPI Meeting: Monday, 30 May (11AM - 1PM). You
won’t want to miss our two stellar speakers (both
SPI members): Nancy B. Clark, renowned philatelist and President of Olymphilex ‘96 (“Not Just
Stamps - A Philatelic Story of the 1996 Atlanta
Olympic Games”), and John Everett, 1976 & 1980
U.S. Olympian in rowing (“Pulling Your Weight – A
Philatelic Story of Rowing and the Olympics”).
SPI Team NY2016 Volunteers: Please ... even if you
are attending NY2016 for only a few days, volunteer
an hour or two to sit at our booth. We will have an
electrical connection to recharge your phone or
laptop, chairs in which to rest your weary bones,
and the camaraderie of fellow sports collectors
coming by the booth. As an added incentive, each
one-hour slot you sign up for wins you a free ticket
in our post-show Team NY2016 Raffle for some
great prizes! Use the handy online sign-up sheet:
www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0e4ea5ac2daafe3-ny2016

Donations for Raffle, Door Prizes & Youth: This is a
great opportunity to sift through your collections
and separate a few duplicates of nice covers and
other items for our Team NY2016 Raffle, Door
Prizes at the meeting, and for Youth who come by
our booth. Items for the Raffle and Door Prizes
should be things you’d like to receive as a gift! For
Youth, we’re looking for small packets of perhaps
a few nice sports FD covers or some fun stamps.
Just recall what got you excited back when you
were young and just getting into collecting ... it
wasn’t THAT long ago! All donations may be send
to: Mark Maestrone, 2824 Curie Place, San Diego,
CA 92122.

Questions about SPI’s participation at NY2016?
Just let me know: markspi@prodigy.net

The SPI web site is located at: http://www.sportstamps.org
Mark Maestrone: markspi@prodigy.net
Norman Jacobs: nfjjr@comcast.net
Andrew Urushima: aurushima@yahoo.com
Charles Covell: covell@louisville.edu
John La Porta: album@comcast.net
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Patricia Ann Loehr: (none at this time)
Joseph Lopreiato: jolopreiato@comcast.net
Norman Rushefsky: normanrush@yahoo.com
Robert Wilcock: bob@towlard.freeserve.co.uk
Jerome Wachholz: spimembership@gmail.com
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News From AICO

by Mark Maestrone, AICO 1st Vice President
22nd World Olympic Collectors Fair
and AICO General Assembly
Gothenburg, Sweden
13-15 May 2016
Reservations are now being taken for tables at
the upcoming World Olympic Collectors Fair
organized by the Gothenburg Sports Museum. The
cost is a very reasonable €35 (about US$38) for one
table with discounts for multiple tables. Last day to
reserve and make payment is 25 March 2016, so
don’t delay! This and more information is available
on their website: www.gothenburg2016.com.
The website also has accommodation information at the nearby Kviberg Park Hotel, as well as at
Kviberg Hostel & Cottages. Special show rates apply.
Tours of the Gothenburg Sports Museum and the
city of Gothenburg have been
arranged along with evening events.
In conjunction with the Olympic
Fair, AICO will hold its biennial
General Assembly on Saturday, 14
May. Elections will take place for
three positions on the Executive
Board. The Assembly will also conduct discussions on other important
issues related to Olympic collecting.
All member associations of
AICO are invited to send representatives to the
General Assembly. Information on election procedures and adding items to the agenda has already
been sent to each association. For those associations who are not able to send a representative,
voting by email will be an option.
Licensing of Olympic Stamps
AICO has received the following advice from the
IOC regarding the licensing of Olympic stamps:

The IOC has recently announced major changes
to its policy on licensing the use of Olympic properties on postage stamps and philatelic products. To
apply from the Olympic Games Rio 2016.
In the past, the postal administration of the host
nation would enter a license to use Olympic
properties e.g. the Games logo, mascots, name of
the Games etc with the Organising Committee for
the particular edition of the Games. This will not
2 Spring 2016

change. The OCOG will still be the organisation to
license the host nation postal administration to issue
Olympic stamps. These stamps will commemorate
the specific edition of the Games.
However, there is a significant change for
participating nations. In the past, postal administrations of nations which were participating in the
Olympic Games had to obtain a license from the
IOC to issue Olympic stamps, i.e. to use Olympic
symbols and words on postage stamps and philatelic products. The stamps could commemorate the
specific edition of the Games, e.g. use the Games
logo, but could not use the clear Olympic Rings.
As from the Rio 2016 Games, participating
nations which wish to issue Olympic stamps must
seek a license from their National Olympic Committee (NOC), not from the IOC. Licenses will only be
issued for stamps which celebrate
the participation of the national
team in the Games, not the edition
of the Games themselves.
The Olympic property which is
available for license is the logo of
the local NOC and the word mark of
the particular edition of the Games
e.g “Rio 2016”. Olympic property
relating specifically to the Games
e.g. the Games logo, Mascots,
pictograms etc will not be available for use on the
stamps of participating nations.
Stamps which are issued under license from the
OCOG or the NOC are authorised, official, Olympic
stamps. Stamps which use any Olympic properties
but are issued without a license from the OCOG or
an NOC are unauthorised, unofficial, stamps which
have used Olympic properties without approval.
This is a positive step.
For the benefit of U.S. Olympic stamp collectors,
these new procedures should create an atmosphere
conducive to restoring an Olympic stamp program
in the U.S. Our last Olympic stamps were issued six
years ago for the 2010 Vancouver Olympic Winter
Games.
From an international perspective, these
directives clearly spell out what is and is not considered an “official” Olympic stamp, thereby helping
guide collectors in making an informed collecting
decision.
È
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“Joltin’ Joe” DiMaggio,
the Yankee Clipper

by Norman Rushefsky

S

eventy-five years ago the United States was
on the brink of war. Joe DiMaggio was a
distraction from the dark cloud that hung
over the country. On May 15, 1941, trying to
shake off a batting slump, he scratched out a single.
For the next two months and two days, he kept
hitting -- and hitting. As his streak picked up momentum, his progress became news. Because most
games were played in the afternoon then, regular
radio programming was interrupted for updates, and
newspapers were all over the story. Throughout the
country when one was asked “Did he get it?” it
usually meant did Joe get a hit today. The streak
ended July 17, a 56-game hitting streak launching
DiMaggio into the constellation of baseball immortal
stars with a record that is considered unbreakable
and one of baseball’s greatest and most enduring
achievements.
During the legendary streak DiMaggio batted .408
(91 hits for 223 at bats), blasted 15 homers, drove in
55 runs, had 22 multi-hit games, 5 three-hit and 4
four-hit games. On July 18 DiMaggio began a new
hitting streak of 16 games. Not well known is that as
a Minor League player for the San Francisco Seals
DiMaggio had a 61-game hitting streak in 1933.
DiMaggio was honored in 2012 by the U.S. Postal
Service with a stamp (shown at top). Three other
baseball All-Stars were commemorated in this fourstamp set including Ted Williams, who also had an
amazing year in 1941 by hitting .409, the last Major
League player to hit over .400 (Figure 2). Despite this
major achievement by Williams, DiMaggio was

named the American League’s Most Valuable Player
for 1941.
Joe DiMaggio was born in Martinez, California
in 1914 the eighth of nine children. Shortly thereafter
the family moved to San Francisco. His father
worked as a fisherman, a natural occupation for one
hailing from a town on an island off the northern
coast of Sicily.
In 1999 a postmark (Figure 3) from that town,
Isola delle Femmine, commemorated Joe DiMaggio.

Figure 3. Postcard from Joe DiMaggio’s parents’
hometown in Sicily – Isola delle Femmine. The special
postmark honors Joe’s Italian heritage.

Figure 2. Joe DiMaggio and Ted Williams (first day).
Journal of Sports Philately
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the great Lou Gehrig (Figure 5). The Yankees had
not been to the World Series since 1932 but they
won the next four Fall Classics. In total, DiMaggio
led the Yankees to nine titles in 13 years. The cover
of Figure 6 commemorates the 1937 World Series
in which the Yankees defeated the New York Giants
4 games to 1. In 1939, DiMaggio was nicknamed the
“Yankee Clipper” by Yankees’ stadium announcer
Arch McDonald when he likened DiMaggio’s speed
and range in the outfield to the then new Pan
American airliner.
Figure 4. The DiMaggio restaurant in San Francisco.

His father expected the boys of the family to join
him in the business but two of Joe’s brothers, Dom
and Vince joined Joe in the Major Leagues albeit
each on different teams. However, the brothers
teamed up together with the family in ownership of
a restaurant in San Francisco (Figure 4).
DiMaggio made his major league debut with the
New York Yankees on May 3, 1936, batting ahead of
Figure 7. The Yankees honor recently retired Lou Gehrig
in a ceremony on July 4, 1939 at Yankee Stadium.

Figures 5 & 6. U.S. stamp and postmark honoring Lou
Gehrig (above). A 1937 cover (below) commemorating
the World Series that year between the Yankees and
Giants.
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In one of the saddest days in sports history, July
4, 1939, at Yankee Stadium (Figure 7) the Yankees
honored Gehrig, who had recently retired due to a
disabling illness destined to bear his name. Said
DiMaggio, “There never was a day in sports like July
4th that year at the Yankee Stadium, and I doubt
there ever will be again.”
It’s said that DiMaggio cried twice on the
baseball field during his career. The second time
was on the day he was honored by the Yankees on
October 1, 1949 for Joe DiMaggio Day (Figure 8).
Like many players of his era
Joe volunteered for service in
the Armed Forces during World
War II. While many of the players were given combat duty,
many like Joe were relegated to
playing baseball and providing
physical training. This frustrated
Joe and he applied for more
active participation in the war.
An amusing illustrated
V-Mail from 1944 (Figure 9) features Joe in combat, but Joe did
not see any actual combat during his period of service from
1943-1945.
Journal of Sports Philately

Joe, due to injuries, retired
from baseball at the end of the
1951 season and was replaced
in center field by the great Mickey Mantle (Figures 10).
He continued to play in Old
Timers games for the Yankees
for a number of years thereafter.
The games featured Joe’s team,
named the Clippers, against
another team of Yankee Old
Timers called the Bombers, an
homage to the team’s legacy as
the “Bronx Bombers.”
The two teams faced
one-another in a short exhibition contest before the regular
game. The slogan meter in Figure 11 used by the Yankees in
1961 notes the Old Timers Day
Classic of that year. The Old
Timers were introduced to the
fans and DiMaggio was introduced last at these games as
baseball’s greatest living player.
Joe was voted into the Baseball
Hall of Fame in 1955.
DiMaggio, after his retirement, participated in exhibition
games in Japan during tours by
U.S. players.
Figure 12 is a first day cover
of the Roberto Clemente stamp
issued by the U.S. and includes
an additional stamp from Ras Al
Khaima honoring baseball
friendship between the U.S. and
Japan. The stamp shows DiMaggio and a Japanese player.
The cachet is of interest in
showing Spook Jacobs, who
was a teammate of Clemente in
1956 with the Pittsburgh Pirates.
Jacobs had a significant baseball stamp collection that was
exhibited at the Baseball Hall of
Fame Museum.
Figure 13 shows a ticket for
one of the games in which Joe
played in Japan in 1951 after
playing in the 1951 World Series.
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Figures 8 & 9. Above, a 1949 “Joe DiMaggio Day” cover with a facsimile of Joe’s
autograph. A humorous V-Mail letter (below) remarks on DiMaggio’s years in the
service during WWII.
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Figures 10 & 11. Upon DiMaggio’s retirement from
baseball in 1951, Mickey Mantle assumed his spot in
center field (above). DiMaggio continued to play in the
so-called “Old Timers” games as advertised on the
Yankees meter below.

In 1954 Joe married Marilyn Monroe in one of
the most heralded marriages of the century. While
their marriage, which ended in divorce, lasted only
nine months, his love for her continued well after
her all-to-early demise in 1962.
In 2014 a number of countries celebrated the
100th anniversary of the birth of DiMaggio and the
60th anniversary of his marriage to Marilyn (Figure
14).
In the 1960's DiMaggio fell out of the public eye.
At this point in time – 1967 – Paul Simon and Art

Figures 12 & 13. Above, DiMaggio played exhibitions in
Japan (Ras Al Khaima stamp showing him with a
Japanese player). Below, a ticket stub from a game.

Garfunkel wrote and performed many of the songs
for the iconic movie “The Graduate.” These songs
resonated greatly with the public and particularly a
certain portion of the lyrics of “Mrs. Robinson” by
Simon:

Where have you gone, Joe DiMaggio,
Our nation turns its lonely eyes to you.
What's that you say, Mrs. Robinson.
Jolting Joe has left and gone away

Figure 14. Marilyn Monroe and Joe DiMaggio made an unforgettable couple.
6 Spring 2016

A few years after “Mrs. Robinson”
rose to No. 1 on the pop charts, Simon
found himself dining at an Italian restaurant where DiMaggio was seated with a
party of friends. “I’d heard a rumor that
he was upset with the song and had
considered a lawsuit, so it was with
some trepidation that I walked over and
introduced myself as its composer. I
needn’t have worried: he was perfectly
cordial and invited me to sit down,
whereupon we immediately fell into
conversation about the only subject we
had in common. ‘What I don’t understand,’ he said, ‘is why you ask where
I’ve gone. I just did a Mr. Coffee commercial, I’m a spokesman for the Bowery Savings Bank and I haven’t gone
anywhere.’ I said that I didn’t mean the
Journal of Sports Philately

Figure 15. One of Joe DiMaggio’s legacies is the Children’s Hospital in Florida that bears his name.

lines literally, that I thought of him as an American
hero and that genuine heroes were in short supply.
He accepted the explanation and thanked me. We
shook hands and said good night.”

Journal of Sports Philately

DiMaggio died in 1999 at the age of 84. His
contributions to the Children’s Hospital bearing his
name in Hollywood, Florida were noted with a
special postmark in 2012 (Figure 15).
È
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Modern Issues in
International Sports and
Olympics Exhibiting
by Norman Jacobs

I

magine the surprise and frustration felt by a
friend and fellow SPI member when he was
recently penalized for including eight items in
an international exhibit that the expert committee found to be “prohibited” and “abusive” (but not
illegal). He had exhibited the same items in prior FIP
international exhibitions without incurring any
penalties, but this time he was not so fortunate.
Most of the items in question were from African
countries. In advising my friend, I could not provide
him with written documentation that would explain
clearly why this had occurred with these particular
stamps. I had already talked about writing an article
about criteria for showing modern issues in a
thematic exhibit, but his experience pushed me to
action.
In building a thematic exhibit for international
competition, what do you need to accomplish?
Ideally, you should have a compelling and coherent
story, and tell that story well. At the same time,
include unusual, interesting, and rare items that
educate the viewer to the philatelic possibilities of
the theme, and provide new philatelic ideas and
discoveries.
Each item in an international philatelic exhibit
must also fall into an accepted philatelic category
according to the rules for exhibiting of the Federation Internationale de Philatelie (FIP). After all, in
any contest or game, you have to play by the rules.
This sounds straightforward, but let’s look more
closely at what this means. Of course, forgeries are
not exhibitable unless identified as such. Illegal
stamps marketed by private individuals with no
connection to the Postal Service of the issuing
country are also not allowed. Fakes (real stamps
which have been altered in some way) are not
allowed unless identified as fakes. Cinderellas or
labels produced with no attempt to pass them off
as postage stamps are also not exhibitable. So far
the rules are clear, but what about the stamps
shown in Figure 1? This miniature sheet from
Mozambique depicting tennis and table tennis
appears to have been issued by the postal service,
so it would be exhibitable, right? Now we get into
Journal of Sports Philately

Figure 1

a murkier area, where the rules are harder to pin
down, and where my friend may have stumbled.
First, some background may help explain how the
current situation developed. In April 1962, the
American Philatelist (AP), the publication of the

Figure 2
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Figure 3

American Philatelic Society, introduced the “Black
Blot,” a designation in the New Issues Chronicle
which indicated a problematic new issue in the
opinion of the APS Watchdog Committee and the
Editorial Staff (Figure 2). The “blots” were given for
limited printings or limited time on sale; excessively
extended issues; unwarranted high values; no direct
relationship to the issuing country; and oddities
intentionally included with the issue. The Watchdog
Committee called out specifically the Olympic
Games new issues and the Malaria Eradication
series of 1962. But even within that issue of the AP
a conflicting message was given to readers, since
the editor promised a complete checklist of malaria
eradication issues at year’s end! Imagine if each
country had followed this approach, with its own
unique list of “blotted” stamps. Eventually the “blot”
effort was abandoned.
In more recent times, the Universal Postal Union
(UPU) has published circulars that identify illegal
issues based on reports submitted by the postal
service of the affected country. The UPU website
only shows circulars from 2003 to the present, but
circulars back to 1996 are available on FIP’s website.
Since reporting is voluntary, the absence of a
circular does not prove that the issue is legitimate.
In 2002, the World Association for the Development
10 Spring 2016

of Philately (WADP) and the UPU jointly established
the WADP Numbering System (WNS) to provide a
system for documenting and numbering new issues
as submitted by the postal services of member
organizations. However, some countries have
elected not to participate, including Germany,
Belgium, and Finland from the developed world,
and many African nations. Moreover, the listings are
often not up to date. They will not help a thematic
collector decide whether a new issue is legitimate
because of the lag time until the information is
posted. More importantly for the exhibitor, the WNS
numbers only started in 2002. Absence of a catalog
listing might suggest a problem, but the criteria for
listing in catalogs depend on the publisher, and may
not reflect the FIP position. All of this leaves the
exhibitor in limbo, looking to FIP for guidance.
Let’s go back to the Mozambique miniature
sheet in Figure 1. On the FIP website, the UPU
circulars from 1996-2003 do not include any related
to Mozambique.
On the WNS website, the circulars from
2003-2015 include only one from Mozambique,
about an illegal Bobby Fischer chess stamp. Starting
in 2002, the WNS site lists 67 pages of legitimate
issues from Mozambique. The sheet in question,
from 2000, is listed in Scott. Mozambique’s stamp
agent is Stamperija, but no further information about
usage, quantities, or availability at post offices is
included in their listings. So how should an exhibitor
interpret this information (or lack of information!)
for this issue that preceded the WNS initiative? I
suggest that the only definitive data would be a UPU
circular about the stamp.
Although I haven’t included the stamps from
Figure 1 in my tennis exhibit, Figure 3 is a page from
my exhibit that looks at the development of tennis
in Africa, specifically in Mozambique. It includes a
1902 photographic postal stationery card from
Companhia de Mocambique, showing elegantly
dressed colonists playing lawn tennis. The 1991
Mozambique stamp showing an African woman
hitting a backhand provides a metaphorical counterpoint to this scene, highlighting the transformation
in sports participation in Africa as the twentieth
century unfolded, and it is important that the later
stamp be from the same geographic entity. The
available UPU and WNS documents provide no help
in deciding whether to include this 1991 stamp,
since they do not include stamps prior to 1996 or
2003 respectively.
In reviewing FIP documents, I did find reference
to a letter sent from FIP to postal administrations
Journal of Sports Philately

after the Philadelphia Congress of 1976. The letter
indicates four reasons why stamps would be
rejected in exhibitions receiving FIP patronage:
! Stamps which are not placed in circulation by
means of open sale at the great majority of
postal counters and not sold at face value.
! Stamps whose sale, to an overwhelming degree,
is through commercial agents who are not
officials of the issuing country.
! Stamps which are offered to the public in the
concurrent issues in the form of stamps, souvenir sheets or pages, perforate or imperforate, in
part with limited issue quantities, even if there
are differences in color.
! Stamps which are issued with surcharges that
exceed 50% of face value. An exception is made
for amounts which do not exceed the normal
postage for a domestic letter, as long as the
surcharge does not exceed the face value.
Although this letter was apparently sent to postal
administrations affiliated with the UPU, these
specific prohibitions have not been uniformly
applied in international exhibitions, and may not
have been communicated effectively to postal
administrations that did not exist in 1976, nor to the
current cadre of thematic exhibitors.
The current Special Regulations for the Evaluation of Thematic Exhibits at FIP Exhibitions (SREV)
states in the Guidelines to “avoid speculative issues,
which exploit the “fashion trends” in thematic
philately,…with special reference to issues not
following the code of ethics of the UPU.” No details
are included to help guide the exhibitor.
The website of the Fight Against Fakes and
Forgeries Commission of the FIP contains a detailed
slide presentation by Richard Gratton from the Paris
Planete Timbres symposium available (in French)
at http://www.fipfakesforgeries.org/fip/?page_id=403.
For those who prefer English, you can go to a summary on the Philatelic Webmasters Organization at

How would these prohibitions apply to the
exhibiting of recent United States issues? Think
about the Jenny, Harry Potter, the Patriotic Wave $2
issue, and the Circus souvenir sheet. The Jenny $2
stamp paid no particular rate, was accompanied by
limited-edition proofs, and included 100 souvenir
sheets of an intentional limited-edition error. These
error sheets were randomly included in mail orders
for the Jenny, sent to post offices with high-volume
customer traffic, and given to three lucky customers
of the USPS mail-order sales agency.
The Harry Potter booklet of 20 stamps depicted
a British subject rather than an American one. And
to create even more varieties, the United States
Postal Service (USPS) sold a limited edition of 2,500
press sheets each containing six booklets of Harry
Potter.
The $2 Patriotic Wave stamp press sheets were
sold by USPS for $200 each, but in two varieties,
with and without die cuts, amounting to a limited
edition unavailable at postal counters.
The 2014 Circus souvenir sheet was never sold
individually in post offices; it was only made available through the USPS mail-order agency as press
sheets containing 12 souvenir sheets. Then USPS
decided to include another Circus souvenir sheet
variety in its 2014 Stamp Yearbook, which cost
$64.95. This version of the sheet contained serpentine die cuts around the three stamps. Add to this an
accidental error with gold omitted in the sheet
margin, and the output starts to look “abusive”.
Figure 4 shows a cover from Conakry in Guinea,
postmarked February 23, 1994, franked with three
200F tennis stamps issued in 1987 in honor of the
Seoul Olympics of 1988. Addressed to the International Youth Service in Turku, Finland, it appears to
be a commercial use paying for Express service. The
use of commemorative stamps that are a few years
old is not unusual in post offices in developing
nations. Now, what would an exhibitor have to

http://pwmo.org/illegals/14-fip-prohibited-issues.htm.

This presentation provides a detailed look at the
problem of abusive and illegal issues, and highlights
some egregious examples, but doesn’t include
criteria which would allow an exhibitor to reliably
determine if a particular stamp will be considered
abusive by an expert committee at an international
exhibition.
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Figure 4
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Figure 5

know in order to apply the four criteria above? You
would need to know if the stamps were sold at the
majority of postal counters in Guinea; how many
were sold in this manner rather than through a
commercial agent, and whether other imperforate
stamps were offered to the public. The Republic of
Guinea uses IGPC (Intergovernmental Philatelic
Agency) as its agent. So do 79 other nations, including China, Croatia, Greenland, India, Israel, Malaysia,
and Turkey. It is impossible for an exhibitor to know
the figures for stamp sales via agents compared to
sales over postal counters for any of these nations.
Is it not enough to show a postally used non-philatelic cover that has gone through the mailstream?
I’m not suggesting that showing this cover from a
prolific stamp-issuing nation would raise an exhibit’s
philatelic score, just that it at least should not
decrease it. Additionally, it might also play a small
role in telling the thematic story. Judges need to
realize that most sports and Olympic exhibits have
to include modern issues in order to tell the complete thematic story.
When was the last time that you saw an African
tennis player on television? Does that mean that
tennis isn’t played in these countries? The answer
is important because if tennis is not a part of the
nation’s culture, then any issued stamps might be
considered abusive on that basis. A few facts will
help. First, 135 nations will compete in Davis Cup
tennis in 2016, including 16 African nations. Burundi,
which does not yet compete in Davis Cup, issued a
souvenir sheet (Figure 5) honoring Novak Djokovic
for winning the award as BBC Overseas Sports
Personality of the Year for 2011. Should Burundi
commemorate tennis success? With a little research
you can learn that earlier in 2011, the International
Tennis Federation opened the East Africa Training
Centre in Burundi, with a goal of training young
players from ages 10 to 18 to become professional
12 Spring 2016

Figure 6

tennis players. As of 2014, four of the nine full-time
players were Burundians. To encourage this effort,
International Olympic Committee President Jacques
Rogge traveled all the way to Burundi to meet with
the players and coaches (Figure 6). So it’s not
surprising after all for this small nation to include
tennis on a sports issue. Are you wondering what
the WNS/UPU says about this issue? Burundi is a
WNS member, but has not submitted stamps since
March 2011. It is possible that the cost is an issue.
No UPU circulars on Burundi were issued from 2011
to date.
In 1991, the Ivory Coast issued two sheets of
setenant stamps to honor the centenary of the
French Championships. The men’s champions
sheet is shown in Figure 7. Should we label this
attractive sheet abusive?
Let’s look at the history. From 1904 to 1958, this
area was a part of French West Africa, a colony of
France. Tennis was played here, and in 1958 the
French Stamp Printing Office in Paris issued a stamp
for French West Africa that showed a tennis racket.
This was the fifteenth tennis stamp ever produced.
After becoming independent, Ivory Coast joined the
Davis Cup international competition in 1986, and has
participated during 27 years, with a record of 39-40.
To me it makes sense for this former French colony
with a commitment to tournament tennis to recognize the centenary of the French championships.
Ivory Coast has never issued similar sheets for the
other major worldwide tournaments, just the
French.
A number of questions come to mind at this
point:
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! For thematic issues, I think everyone would
agree that it is better if the theme relates to the
country of issue. But this is not always an
all-or-none determination. Who will decide this,
and using what definable criteria? Should the
exhibitor be penalized if the stamp does not
relate to that country if there is no other item
available to show the same thematic information?
! How will we work together to avoid unintended
consequences of a stricter interpretation of
guidelines? If exhibiting or judging become too
onerous, the result could be a drop in participation at all levels.

Figure 7

! What criteria determine if a stamp is “abusive”?
Where are these criteria published? Are they
applied uniformly to large and small and richer
and poorer countries, and at all international
exhibitions?
! How will “abusive” stamps issued prior to the
UPU circular and WNS system be identified?
Whose responsibility is it to identify these exhibitor, judge, FIP, UPU, or WADP? A list may
be impossible, but at present there are not even
clearly published written criteria that would be
relied upon by all parties.

Clear written criteria for what will be considered
“abusive” or “prohibited” at an FIP exhibition could
have prevented my friend’s experience with the
judging of his thematic exhibit. Working together,
the FIP, judges, exhibitors, and philatelic writers
should address these issues, and develop and
publicize guidelines that all of us can use. A previous version of this article appeared in the July 2015
issue of The Philatelic Exhibitor (TPE). I had hoped
to stimulate a vigorous debate of this dilemma, but
I received only one letter, and no comments in
subsequent issues of TPE. If you agree that this issue
is worth further discussion, I hope that you will
contribute your ideas to JSP and to your other
philatelic contacts.
È

The author and editor welcome any and all comments and ideas on this subject. The author may be
contacted at nfjjr@comcast.net; the editor’s email
address is markspi@prodigy.net.

! What methods of validation have been used or
will be used to assure that subjectivity and
prejudice do not factor into these determinations?
! If a country is determined to have issued “abusive” philatelic items, what is the status of the
country’s other issues? Can they be exhibited?
! When is a gimmick an abuse? Will this apply to
large countries that are WNS members? In 2014
France issued a booklet of 12 stamps with
different odors, including a tennis shoe with
flowers in it to hide the smell. Russia’s souvenir
sheet to honor its 2002 Davis Cup win included
both embossed silver on the Davis Cup and
powder from the actual clay court (Figure 8).
Journal of Sports Philately
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The America’s Cup,
Sailing’s Premier
Challenge, Returns
to New York
by Clemens Reiss

T

he Louis Vuitton America’s Cup World
Series, the lengthy challengers competition
leading up to the 35th America’s Cup, is well
underway. There have already been a
number of world series regattas held, with at least
six more challenger races in 2016. One of these will
be contested on the lower Hudson River from 6-8
May. This will be the first America’s Cup event to be
held in New York since the finals in 1920!
Additional challenger races are scheduled in
Muscat, Oman; Chicago; Portsmouth, England;
Toulon, France; and a yet-to-be-determined Asian
port. The winner will then meet the defending
champion, Oracle Team USA, in Bermuda in June
2017 for the finals of the America’s Cup.
The current challengers are from New Zealand,
Great Britain, Sweden, Italy and Japan. Crews
frequently come from multiple nations. The finals
will be raced in AC50 catamarans with highly
efficient wing sails designed to allow the boats to
skim the surface of the water on foils at speeds near
50 mph.
The historic cup is actually a bottomless ewer crafted of sterling silver (Figure
1). Awarded after the first
race in 1851, the “Auld
Mug” is the oldest sporting
trophy in the world.
The most closely contested cup competition was
Figure 1. The cup.
in 2013 in San Francisco
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when USA-17, Oracle Team USA’s ship, came back
from a 1-8 race record to win the cup 9-8 over the
New Zealand challenger, Aotearoa. The learning
curve on racing these tall catamarans on foils was
very steep, but once the Americans cranked Oracle
up to full speed they had the superior ship.
The America’s Cup is considered by many the
most prestigious sailing event in the world. The
initial race in 1851 was much different than all the
others. The yacht “America” (shown in the souvenir
sheet at top) beat a fleet of English yachts to begin
136 years of American domination of the event –
the longest winning streak in any sport.
The cup is a match race between the best
challenger and the previous winning club. The
winner always gets to select the type of boat and its
specifications in accordance with the original Deed
of Gift which governs the contest. These have varied
greatly from challenge to challenge. For example,
the American defender Vigilant in 1893 had a crew
of 70 to handle this enormous boat. In 1895 the
American yacht Defender
was even larger at 123 feet
(Figure 2). The American
yacht was again successful,
but only after the challenger
was disqualified following a
collision.
Interest in The America’s Cup then waned due
to time, cost, and the advent of litigation. Sir Thomas Lipton (Figure 4), a Figure 2. Defender,
wealthy Scottish merchant, winner in 1895.
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Figure 3 (left). Reliance, the U.S.
winner in 1903, sailed against Sir
Thomas Lipton’s ill-fated boat,
Shamrock III. [Dominica master die
proof; only two known to exist]
Figure 4 (right). Sir Thomas Lipton
made 5 unsuccessful cup challenges. [Dominica design error:
Shamrock “N” should read Shamrock “V” – roman numeral 5]

began the first of his many challenges in 1899 with
his yacht Shamrock. But noted American yacht
designer, Nathanael Greene Herreshoff, again
stretched the limits of sailing with Columbia using
a steel mast to reduce weight and add strength. As
the winds increased, Columbia proved to be the
better designed boat.
In 1903, to meet Lipton’s third try for the cup,
Cornelius Vanderbilt’s yacht, Reliance, stretched 201
feet in overall length and required 102 tons of lead
in its ballast to keep it sailing into the wind. The
challenger in that race, Shamrock III, suffered a

mast failure in one of the training races, killing one
crewman. This boat also got lost in the fog during
the final race and never finished (Figure 3).
Shamrock IV, Lipton’s entry in the 1909 cup, won
two races but eventually lost to Resolute, another
Herreshoff-designed boat.
Lipton did not compete again until the 1930 cup
(Figure 5) when he convinced the Americans to
race in the more conventional J-Class sloop with a
waterline length of up to 88 feet. Britannia, shown
on Canada’s 1935 imperforate pair, is an example
of a J-Class sloop (Figure 6). This class was used for
America’s Cup races through 1937. And after 60
years, the racing venue was moved from New York
to Newport, Rhode Island where it would remain for
over a half-century.
Endeavour, the English challenger in 1934,
managed to win the first two races – the best result
since Shamrock IV in 1920. Its Achilles heel was the
lack of top flight sailors due to a pay strike. They
ended up losing in six races (Figure 7).

Figure 5. Lipton’s final
attempt to win back
the cup in 1930 with
his yacht, Shamrock V
(see green ship cancel
near bottom), was
unsuccessful.
[Air letter cancelled
Sept. 18, 1930 at
Newport, Rhode
Island on the 5th day of
the America’s Cup
series. First cup
competition in
Newport.]
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Figure 6. The J-Class sloop was used from 1930 to
1937. Shown here, Britannia. [Imperforate pair]

Harold S. Vanderbilt, who presided over the
American syndicates that ran the 1930 and 1934
defenses, personally accepted all costs related to
the cup defense in 1937. He commissioned Starling
Burgess and the young designer Olin Stephens to
provide designs. Vanderbilt himself skippered their
ship Ranger to a comfortable victory.

Figure 8. A selection of 12-metre Class yachts. At left,
Mali’s stamp from 1973 was the first to specifically honor
the America’s Cup by name. At top, Intrepid, which won
the 1967 cup. At bottom, Freedom, the winner in 1980.
[Mali trial color, not used for stamp]

Twenty-one years passed until the next challenge, this time in smaller 12-metre Class boats, with
an overall length of 65 to 75 feet (Figure 8). Colum-

Figure 7. The battleship, U.S.S. Arkansas, patrolled
during the 1934 event. [Special “America Cup Yacht
Races” bar cancel used only one day – 25 September,
the final day of the competition]

bia won for the Americans 4-0 in 1958. The class

was used through 1987.
Alan Bond of Australia
failed three times between
1974 (Figure 9) and 1980.
His designers had a breakthrough in 1983. Australia II
(Figures 10), using a winged keel, defeated the America yacht Liberty 4-3 to end
the longest winning streak
in any sport and sending
the America’s Cup to Aus- Figure 10. Australia II.
tralia!
Dennis Conner ventured down under in 1987 to
Fremantle, Australia aboard Stars and Stripes 87.
After defeating 13 other teams to become the finals
challenger, the U.S. team won back the cup besting
Kookaburra III, 4-0.
Ironically, on January 28, just three days before
the finals began, Australia Post released a beautiful
50c International Aerogramme celebrating the
Australia II win in 1983 that brought the cup to
Australia (Figure 11). Little did they suspect the
eventual outcome of the 1987 cup.
In a best-of-3 Deed of Gift match in San Diego
in 1988, New Zealand challenged for the cup with
their 90-foot ship, KZ 1 (Figure 12). Conners met
their challenge with Stars and Stripes 88, a hightech catamaran, easily winning 2-0.

Figure 9. Alan Bond’s first Australian
challenge was in 1974 with his yacht
Southern Cross. COMALCO, a major
sponsor of the Australian team, used
this meter a week following Southern
Cross’s loss to Courageous, 4-0.
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Figure 11. International aerogramme
(above) celebrating the 1983 America’s
Cup victory of Australia II issued just prior
to the 1987 cup defense in Fremantle,
Australia. Challenger, Stars and Stripes ‘87
(depicted on the souvenir sheet at right),
swept the first four races, taking the
America’s Cup back to the U.S.
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Figure 12. Potential challengers in 1987 included Australia’s two yachts, South Australia and KA14 (top), while
New Zealand fielded the winning challenger, KZ1 (bottom).

The International America’s Cup Class (IACC) was
introduced in 1992 to bring
a level of standardization to
ship design. American billionaire Bill Koch (Figure
13), skippered the winning
yacht America3 (Figure 14)
over the Italians 4-1.
Two year later, the Team
Figure 13. Bill Koch,
New
Zealand ship with Russkipper of 1992 cup
3
sell Coutts at the helm, won
winner America .
the challenger series in NZL
32. Dubbed Black Magic (Figure 15) because of her
black graphite hull and uncanny speed, she easily
defeated Dennis Connor’s Sail America syndicate
sailing Young America, 5-0, to win the cup for New
Zealand.
The 1995 Cup saw the first shipwreck during a
match race when One Australia broke in half in
heavy seas. All hands escaped uninjured, much to
the relief of the millions of television viewers who
watched it happen live! The 1995 Citizen Cup, the
defender selection series regatta, was notable for
18 Spring 2016

Figure 14. America3 was the first of the new International
America’s Cup Class (IACC) yachts to win the cup.

an all-female crew (tactician Dave Dellenbaugh
joined the crew for the final round robin) sailing the
yacht USA-43, nicknamed Mighty Mary.

Figure 15. New Zealand “Black Magic,” so-called
because of its black hull, easily bested Dennis Connor’s
Young America to win the 1995 event. [Top portion of a
“Victory” sheet issued just 3 days after the last race]
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Figure 16. In anticipation of winning a third straight America’s Cup in 2003, New Zealand
issued a set of stamps and souvenir sheet (above). However, the Swiss syndicate
recruited the Kiwi’s helmsman, Russell Coutes. The Swiss boat, Alinghi, prevailed.

One of the more unusual America’s Cup finishes
was in 2003 when land-locked Switzerland won the
cup with its ship Alinghi, sweeping the defender
New Zealand team’s yacht, NZL 82, 5-0 (Figure 16
and 17).
This made for an interesting new problem as the
Deed of Gift which had governed the cup since
1857, specified that the competition had to take
place “on the sea or on an arm of the sea.” Valencia,
Spain on the Mediterranean (Figure 18) was selected to host the 2007 event. The Swiss again won
with Alinghi, sailing against New Zealand’s NZL 92.

Figure 18. The Swiss held the 2007 Cup in the Mediterranean. An area off the coast of Sicily hosted the challenger matches.
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Figure 17. The
Swiss boat,
Alinghi, winner
of the 2003
Cup held in
Aukland, New
Zealand

In 2010, following a lengthy legal battle in the
New York Supreme Court, a Deed of Gift match was
sailed between the defending Swiss and the
challenger USA ships in “specialized multi-hull
racing yachts.” Oracle Team USA’s USA-17 won
decisively, 2-0. That was followed by the amazing
Oracle comeback in 2013.
The America’s Cup has had many challenges
over its165-year history. A record long American
winning streak, a technology revolution in nautical
designing by Australia, and wins by the Swiss and
New Zealand in recent challenges have made this
one of sports’ more exciting series. The upcoming
2016-17 matches will see racing in many countries
and will hopefully result in new thematic philatelic
material; stamps, meters, pictorial cancels and
perhaps even a Prêt-à-Poster envelope from France
are possible. In the future, I would not be surprised
if yacht clubs from China or a country in the Middle
East enter the challenger competition.
È
Spring 2016 19

The First Special
Olympic Post
Offices
a

1906 Intercalated
Olympic Games
(Part 5A)
Figure 1. The 1906 Olympic Games Organizing Committee.
[JU = old Julian Calendar; GR = new Gregorian Calendar]

by Manfred Bergman
I ended Part 5A of this article (Winter 2015) with
the description of the registry letter, written by Dr.
Smith to his wife, crediting Mr. Rüdiger Fritz, owner
of the cover. (Mr. Fritz is also an SPI member). It is
my pleasure and privilege to begin Part 5B by
introducing readers to Mr. Fritz’s book (below),
Pierre de Coubertin und die Olympia-Philatelie,
co-authored with Mr. Volker Kluge (editor of the
Journal of Olympic History). In my opinion, this is
the best work ever published on the life of Pierre de
Coubertin, combining history and philately. Unfortunately, it has not yet been translated into English,
though highly lauded by Olympic leaders.

Organizing Committee
at The Zappeion Palace?
It has always, and repeatedly, been asserted that
the Organizing Committee (OC) was headquartered
at the Zappeion Palace, a view confirmed by Michalis Tsironis in his book on the 1906 Games (p. 261).
Tsironis used the term “Secretariat,” but I believe he
meant the Organizing Committee. If not, the other
evidence that follows would still apply.
Over the years, I have just accepted this opinion.
More recently, however, my belief turned to doubts,
and finally my doubts into certainty that we were all
mistaken. The OC had its headquarters at the same
location as in 1896: next to the Stadion.
In 1896, there was no special post office at the
stadium, and all mail was posted at counter 7 of the
Main (and only) Post Office (Figure 2).
I became suspicious when I found a picture of
the members of the Organizing Committee in front
of the entrance of their headquarters (Figure 1).

Figure 2. During the Games in 1896, there was no
special Stadion post office, so all mail was cancelled at
counter 7 of the Main Office.
22 Spring 2016
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Figure 3. The Akropolis cancellation is false (to be
discussed in Part 6 of this article). Moreover, one can
recognize that the "address" was added later on top of
the cancellation.

Figure 4. The cover (above)
could not possibly have been
addressed to Coubertin as he
did not attend the 1906
Games. Furthermore, the
Stadion postmark is a forgery:

All pictures with known personalities showed
the background of the Zappeion Palace or inside of
the Palace. One could argue that the OC moved
Rössler-Orovsky would have addressed the card to
from a temporary location to the Zappeion Palace
“Zappeion” as he did with a postcard sent to J. (F.)
at a certain point in time.
Soucek, member of the Bohemian delegation
My doubts, however, increased when I saw the
(please see Figure 6 in the next section about the
list of all the Sub-Commissions of the Organizing
inverted month cancellation).
Committee and the International Jury for the 1906
I do hope that the above clears up the issue
Games.1 Together they numbered more than 100
about the seat of the OC. I would welcome any
individuals. Had all these persons been located at
contrary opinions. As always, I reiterate that “never”
Zappeion, some evidence of postal activities would
does not exist in philately, with but rare exceptions!
most certainly have been found. To the best of my
knowledge, not a single postal item
from the OC mailed from the Zappeion
has been positively identified. I have
seen one OC cover resembling those
mailed from the Akropolis (Figure 3)
and Stadion (Figure 4) post offices.
The OC item in Figure 4 was owned
at one time by someone with little
knowledge of early Olympic history. He
(or she) added “Pierre de Coubertin” as
the recipient of the cover. As we know,
Coubertin did not attend the Intercalated Games (though it was he who
inspired, but later rejected, them).
My doubts turned to certainty when
I examined the postcard mailed by
Rössler-Orovsky, leader of the Bohemian/Czech delegation, and addressed
to G. Valletas of the Organizing Commit- Figure 5. Postcard addressed to G. Valletas of the Organizing Committee
tee at the STADION (Figure 5). Had the at the Stadion, further evidence that the OC headquarters was not at the
OC been located at the Zappeion, Zappeion Palace.
Journal of Sports Philately
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Figure 6. Besides the absence of the "DAY" in the
cancellation, one also notes that (a) the stationery is
addressed to a Bohemian athlete, and (b) the handwriting is Rössler-Orovsky’s, a major leader of Bohemian
sport..The stationery is ex-Mitolo collection published in
the 1968 Raftopulos brochure on Greek Olympic issues.

Figure 8. Postcard to Palermo, Italy must have been
mailed 12/13 April JU as the front of the card pictures the
Opening Ceremony (below) on 9 April JU and the card
arrived on what would have been 15 April JU. Can you
guess the writer of the card (see red arrow)?

The Enigma of the Inverted
“Month” in the Zappeion
Cancellation
The Olympic philately
community – including
myself – has always considered the inverted
month a variant of the Type II Zappeion postmark.
While writing this chapter, I did come up with some
confusing, disturbing facts.

ΑΠΡ.

1. None of the items had a visible “DAY” imprint
(Figure 6).
2. Four out of six known cards were written by
Rössler-Orovsky, a keen philatelist, to Athens and
Prague – all on different dates.

3. Moreover, one postcard was addressed to
another Austrian territory, namely Trieste (Figure 7).
We know that not all mail to Austrian destinations
show an arrival cachet. This is not strange, since
Austrian arrival cachets were discretionary. Similarly, the application of arrival cachets in France
were not always practiced.
4. Only one illustrated postcard was posted to a
non-Austrian destination – Italy – and is the only one
with an arrival cachet (Figure 8). Its characteristics:
a. The arrival cachet (barely visible at lower left)
is dated Palermo 29 April GR (16 April JU) as
seen with high magnification.

Figure 7. Inverted month cancellation on a postcard to
Trieste, a territory of Austria.
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b. The illustration is of the opening ceremony on
9 April JU (21 April GR). We know the earliest it
could be on sale was 12 April JU (25 April GR).
To reach Palermo on 28 April GR (15 April JU),
the IPC could not have been posted later than
12-13 April JU.
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dressee in Prague bears text that provides another
clue to the cancellation’s date: A rough translation:

Yesterday the leaders of our delegation were
received by the Greek Prince, earlier (before) the Habsburgers (Austrians). The
Prince thanked Guth-(Jarkovsky) for the
attendance of a very large number of Czech
competitors. He wished them good luck and
thanked (the leaders) again for their visit. A
stroke may hit the Viennese.
Figure 9. The inscribed date on the postcard reads
22/IV GR (9 April JU), providing a clue as to when the
postcard was cancelled.

c. The sender is of special interest. He certainly
was a member of the Italian delegation (82
athletes strong). But who was he? I have deciphered the name, but leave it up to the readers
to “unveil” the identity. If you succeed, you
might fall off your chair! Let either the editor or
me know your guess.
5. It was always believed that this variant was a
one and only error, made by the postal clerk on one
day. The “day” being consistently absent, we must
deduce this from other clues.
a. The postcard in Figure 9 was reproduced by M.
Tsironis (p. 280). While the text of the card is
illegible, the handwriting looks like that of
Rössler-Orovsky.
b. The date is 22/IV GR, meaning 9 April JU. The
numerals are identical with another RösslerOrovsky's card (Figures 5 & 11).

“Yesterday” was, by my reckoning, 16 April JU.
Ergo, the card was written on 17 April JU.
“Jan Železný, here we come.”
7. Then, we have the postcard written by
Rössler-Orovsky to Lieutenant Valletas, a member
of the OC (Figure 5). This leader of the Bohemian
delegation realized the potential of the javelin throw
in the Olympic program and immediately wished to
introduce it to Czech sports. He was not wrong. It
took a long time, but the Czech school of javelin
throwing produced excellent results: Czech javelin
thrower, Jan Železný has held the world record of
98.48m since 1996. This card was the first one found
presenting this variety. It was identified by the late
Sherwin Podolsky, a founding member of both SPI
and FIPO. Additional observations:
a. The date of the card in Figure 11 is 25/IV GR
(12 April JU).
b. The javelin throw event was on 13 April JU.

6. Another postcard (Figure 10) to the same ad-

Figure 10. Another postcard to the same addressee in
Prague helps date the “inverted month” cancellation.
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Figure 11. The reverse of the card in Figure 5 displaying
the handwritten date of “25/4,06” GR.
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Figure 12. Card mailed from the Zappeion Palace post
office to a Mademoiselle in Paris.

Figure 14. A philatelist’s card to Metelin mailed from the
Zappeion Palace post office on 18 April JU.

In summary, one must agree that the above facts
are confusing to say the least. There are several
explanations – or more precisely – suppositions:

the text of the cards all speak against this theory.

1. There was a third canceller, in which the month
was always inverted. The arguments against this
suggestion are:
a. The clerk surely would have noticed the error
and ceased using the third device.
b. Moreover, the inverted month cancel would also
have appeared on mail to the Nordic countries,
Germany and Austria.
c. Why is the day consistently absent?
2. The postal clerk made the mistake several times.
Plausible, but the same questions as in #1 apply.
3. Could they be forgeries? The authenticity of the
writers’ handwriting, the signatures of the Bohemian
team, the addressees and names of the recipients,

Figure 13. The illustrated side of the IPC to Paris and the
correct postage of 10 lepta.
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4. Could these facts be coincidences? From a
mathematical point of view this is impossible.
I tried other explanations, even suspecting one
person of “suggesting” to the clerk to modify the
month, but the questions #1a-c still remain.
It disturbs me that a well-accepted idea of a
one-time error by the postal clerk turns out to be a
relatively major enigma after 110 years. On the other
hand, it is a challenge for the Olympic philatelic
community. Personally I will keep digging for new
ideas; do readers have other suggestions?
Open (But Hidden) House
The Zappeion Palace post office was open to the
public. Unlike the Stadion and Akropolis post offices,
however, it was not in an area accessible to the
general public. Consequently, mail posted by
non-participants is very rare. Let me mention two.
1. The (most probably) insidious courtesan. In
Paris, I frequently visited the rue Drouot, where,
known to most of us, the philatelic market is
centralized. In a Greek-owned stamp shop, I came
across a collection of almost 100 postcards mailed
by an Athens-located Frenchman.
All the cards were addressed to Mademoiselle
Sderné . In a first postcard, “lover boy” announced
that he would write her every day, confirmed by the
lot I identified. The writer posted this one card from
the Zappeion Post Office (Figure 12).
2. The “Philatelist” found his way. The second card
in this group (Figure 14) was written by a philatelist
to a colleague in Metelin. The writer is known to us
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from the Stadion chapter (Summer 2015 issue, p. 8).
The departure date is unclear, but the auctioneer
dated it from the text as 18 April JU. The arrival date
is obscure.
When was the Zappeion Post
Office Operational?
The accepted dates are 9-22 April JU. The
extended operational days (after the end of the
Games on 19 April) were to accommodate the
athletes as they prepared for departure.
Looking back on the mail identified as having
been sent from the Zappeion Post Office, my
colleagues and I noticed that bona fide mail (proven
arrival) does not cover all dates. I believe that
arguments to explain the lack of certain days can be
explained.
1. Though the Zappeion Post Office was accessible
to everyone, it was not generally well known to the
public, as opposed to the post offices at the Stadion
and Akropolis.
2. The potential number of customers of the
Stadion Post Office (i.e., all the Games spectators),
greatly outnumbered the 900-1000 athletes lodged
at the Zappeion who had direct access to its post
office.
3. The profile of the senders/recipients.
a. In the case of the Stadion writers/recipients, the
profile is distinctly philatelic (see the Euclidis,

Figure 16. Brambilla postcard
dated 22 April JU
(5 May GR) the
last day the Zappeion Post Office
was in operation.

Costi, Dubois and Paleologue correspondence). The
cards or letters were mailed mainly by philatelists
to philatelists. Consequently, they were preserved
and eventually found their way onto the philatelic
market. When not preserved, the philatelic value
was exploited, which explains the relative early
appearance on the philatelic market.
b. The Zappeion inhabitants (the athletes) posted
mail to friends, family members and acquaintances as a souvenir of their participation at the
Games. The recipients that kept the mail did so
for sentimental reasons; extremely rarely were
the recipients also philatelists. When the family
members and friends eventually passed on, the
Games correspondence was frequently thrown
out with the trash, the owner unaware of their
philatelic value. On those occasions when the
mail was preserved, it too eventually appeared
in the philatelic marketplace.
c. Preparations for departure or festivities dominated the athletes’ activities.
d. It is plausible that most of the athletes departed
for their competitions each morning before the
opening of the Zappeion Palace Post Office, not
returning in the evening until after it had closed.

Figure 15. Card from the
Brambilla collection mailed 17
April JU (30 April GR) with
authenticated signature.
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From the beginning of this article, I have insisted
on using only bona fide mail in my analysis (with
both departure and arrival cachets) to be sure of the
authenticity of a cover or postcard.
In the case of the Zappeion Post Office, I had to
find another way to prove non-interruptive postal
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services. Philatelists fortunately have just such a
proof provided by a souvenir-hunting competitor
whose favor-cancelled illustrated postcards (IPC)
cannot be contested. The competitor, Emilio
Brambilla of Italy (he competed in various athletics
events) had an IPC cancelled every day between 1022 April 1906 JU. The 13 cards, favor-cancelled on
all but the first day the Zappeion Post Office was
open, were sold at auction (see above). All the
postcards bear his authenticated signature. Two of
the cards are shown in Figures 15 and 16.
I have not told the story chronologically, wanting
to group the Brambilla cards together. Let us now
examine other documents from the Zappeion PO
immediately following the conclusion of the 1906
Intercalated Olympic Games (from 20-22 April JU).

rize it among the forgeries. I believe, though, that it
was caused by pressing too hard and rocking the
cancellation device.

Figure 19. IPC mailed 22 April JU to a well-known philatelic dealer (his name is rubber-stamped on the card.

22 April JU: Zappeion Palace PO

Figure 17. IPC favor-cancelled on 20 April JU, perhaps
by a bored postal clerk.

20 April JU: Zappeion Palace PO
Besides the Brambilla IPC, I have identified the
card in Figure 17 also favor-cancelled on 20 April.
The question here: for whom was this postal
card favor-cancelled? It makes little sense that a
busy visitor would bother with a favor cancellation.
Why not just mail the card? My guess is the postal
clerk killed time by cancelling official postcards.

I identified another IPC dated 22 April JU that
confirms the Brambilla card. It, too, was favor-cancelled. The recipient was a well-known stamp
dealer at that time, who added his own rubberstamped name and address (Figure 19).
We arrive at the last postcard (Figure 20). The
pencil address was added later.
Still open during these days following the end of
the Games, the post office at the Zappeion Palace
was all but idle. Favor cancellations during this
period are authentic and identical to the cards in the
Brambilla collection. The absence of OC mail during
this time is additional proof that the body was not
headquartered at the Zappeion Palace.

Figure 18. An official post office postcard with the 21
April JU cancellation.

21 April JU: Zappeion Palace PO
The postcard in Figure 18 was offered in a 2002
Greek auction. It is again one of the official postcards produced by the Post. Tsironis would catego28 Spring 2016

Figure 20. The final postcard from the Zappeion Palace
Post Office mailed 22 April JU.
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Figure 21. Type I forgeries.

Forgeries, Manipulations, etc.
Sperati Would Call Them “Amateurs”
Zappeion-cancelled mail is far from being free
of forgeries. Some of them were ‘manufactured’
rather early before authentic mail surfaced. The
pioneer in the research of forged Zappeion mail is
Michalis Tsironis, and I refer to his essay and book.
In order to present a more complete picture, I have
included his findings in this article, but credit should
always be given to Mr. Tsironis. My “additions,” by
modified methods, are offered to complete his
research; the sequence is mine.
Type I (Tsironis Type 4 postmarks shown in
Figure 21 have been recorded earlier). I have not
seen one on a postcard or cover. Tsironis based his
opinion on the poor appearance of the postmarks,
uneven lettering, and imperfect date impressions.
My questions:
a. Was it worthwhile for the forger to manufacture his device for just two stamps on a fragment?
b. The prints are identical with the genuine
Type I; could it not be the ‘work’ of the illegal owner
of the original, though used, cancelling device? (We
know that the cancellers were not destroyed and fell
into illegal hands).

Figure 22. Type II forgery.
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Figure 23. Type III forgery. Note the message is dated 2
April ... a full week before the start of the Games! [Card
translated by Anthony Virvilis.]

Type II (Tsironis Type 1) has been seen only on a
fragment (Figure 22). Even a cursory glance reveals
the cancellation is much smaller (24 mm.) than an
authentic one. As no postcards or covers with this
forged cancellation been found, I do wonder if it
was worthwhile for the forger.
Type III (Tsironis Type 2) is found on several items
(two in a Dutch collection, one in a Greek auction),
and on the postcard in Figure 23. Tsironis claimed
it to be a forgery based on its diameter (28 mm.) and
the resulting close position of ZAPPEION near the
outer perimeter of the postmark.
The writer (and naïve buyer) neglected to follow
my motto: “Philately does not start with the stamp.”
Tsironis, the best living reference to 1906 Olympic
philately, declared this PC a fake based on the cancellation. Was this the only clue? Let’s examine it:
a. The written text is dated 2 April 1906, as
mentioned in passing by Tsironis. Was the person
who wrote this really hoping they could fool some
1906 Olympic Games collector who would not
already know that the Games started on 9 April , and
that the Zappeion PO was only operational beginning on that date?
b. The text refers to the glorious Greek victories. How could one tell on 2 April about the Greek
victories? Was he/she a prophet?
Both the text and the date were the writer’s
downfall. Furthermore, the person made another
mistake by not giving the cancellation more than a
cursory look. On closer examination, the date of the
cancellation is actually 20 April – the “0” left only a
very slight impression. Had the writer seen that, and
written 20 April 1906, the story about the ‘victorious
Greeks’ would be more credible. My astonishment
is that it has taken until now for this error in the text
to have been cited.
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The seller, nevertheless, succeeded. The PC was
sold. The lesson to all of us is to read the text first
and if not in your language, have it translated. One
also ought to observe the different handwriting of
the text and the address of the recipient.
Type IV (Tsironis Type 3). Now
enjoy two other forgeries,
revealed by Michalis (Figures
25 & 26). Their false cancellations appear on two covers.
Tsironis claimed their status
as forgeries was based on a
Figure 24. Type IV
number of factors:
forgery.
a. The cancellation, being ovate, has varying diameters. My measurements show a vertical diameter of
29 mm. and horizontal one of 30.3 mm. (Figure 24)
b. In the word AΓΩΝΕΣ (AGONES), the letter
Ω with its wide “neck” is instead rendered more
like a “strangled neck” .
c. The increasing size
of the word AGONES. I
would add that this gives
the word an upward sloping appearance.
I fully concur, but wish to add my “two cent’s
worth”:
a. Both have in common: (1) the same insufficient franking, 25 instead of 30 lepta, and (2) strange
village destinations.
b. Neither cover has a country name.
c. The broken month AI. When compared to
the otherwise neat and perfect letters of the rest of
the cancel, it appears as if the forger ‘imitated’ the
broken month found on the Stadion cancellations.
All the above evidence is enough to confirm
them as fakes. The clerk at the Zappeion PO was
very knowledgeable and would never have accepted these letters. Unfortunately, the unsuspecting
buyers overlooked these facts.
The cover to Spital am Semmering is very
imaginative. It is a village (with a population in 1906
of less than 100 people).2 The writer did mention the
region (Steiermark), but neglected to add the
country (Austria).
The second cover is addressed to the Director
of the Rekawinkel Sanatorium outside Vienna. To
my knowledge the Director was Dr. Albert Joachim,
a member of the Viennese Psychiatric Society.
These two covers to Austrian destinations are
forgeries starting before the fake cancellation, and
ending with the cancellation itself.
Let us assume that both were genuinely written
30 Spring 2016

Figures 25 & 26. Type IV forgeries.

by Austrians in Athens (participant or not). The
mailers presented them to the clerk at the Zappeion
Post Office. The clerk would most certainly have
refused to accept them on the grounds of insufficient postage and lack of a country name. Consequently, the cancellation could not happen.
The Zappeion forgers were, indeed, amateurs.
Their creations all failed scrutiny because they
ignored or neglected one or more philatelic or
historical facts.
È
Endnotes:
1. Mallon, Bill. The 1906 Olympic Games: Results for
All Competitors in All Events, with Commentary
(Olympic Games: Results of the Early Modern
Olympics), February 1999, pp. 23-25.
2. The town was named after a hospice/hostel for
pilgrims, crusaders and merchants founded by
Ottokar III, margrave of Steiermark, in 1160. It has
been a favorite ski resort since 1893.
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Figure 1. First sports issue: FDI, 24 March 2015; rate,1º Porte Carta Comercial (R$1.30); quantity,120,000 panes.

Brazil Post’s Rio 2016 Olympic Issues
by Mark Maestrone

T

he magic number is 31! Not only will the Rio
Olympics be the Games of the XXXIst Olympiad, but in honor of the world's biggest
sports extravaganza, Brazil Post designed its
Olympic stamp program around issues for 31
different sports (28 Olympic and 3 Paralympic).
Released in three multi-sport panes during 2015,
each sport appears twice in each pane. Waves of
color representing the look of the Games undulate
across the background in a freeform pattern.
A fourth “composite” pane duplicates the 28
Olympic sports stamps from the three earlier panes,
but with a designated face value of R$1.40. Also
differentiating these stamps from the earlier panes

is yet another background design. In all, there are
three collectible versions of each sport stamp – two
from the multi-sport pane and one from the composite pane (Figure 2).
Finally, two mascots souvenir sheets – one for
the Olympic Games and the other representing the
Paralympic Games – were issued on 12 December.
Each souvenir sheet includes two different mascot
stamps with an individual face value of R$3.25.
All stamps were designed by José Carlos Braga,
a Brazilian graphic designer and illustrator. Using
digital and traditional techniques, the athletes on
Braga’s stamps are shown in action demonstrating
movements characteristic of the sport. The athletes
are superimposed over line drawings of either the
field of play or equipment used in the sport.

Figure 2. Each sport has
3 collectible varieties
based on their backgrounds. Also, two
stamps have face values different from the
third.
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Stamps were offset printed on water-activated
gummed paper.
Issue #1: The first issue (Figure 1) sets the stage for
Brazil Post’s theme for these Games. The 20-stamp
pane, measuring approximately 10.1" wide x 5.9"
high, is divided into four columns of five stamps.
The first two columns of stamps are repeated in
columns three and four. The sports depicted on this
pane from top to bottom: basketball, rugby, weightlifting, rowing, aquatic sports, Paralympic athletics,
archery, cycling, badminton, and freestyle wrestling.
Rugby seven-a-side, or more simply “rugby
sevens,” is one of two new sports added to the 2016
Olympic roster. The last time rugby was played in
the Olympic Games was in 1924 at Paris. Then, as
in 1900, 1908 and 1920, the form of rugby was
fifteen-a-side.
Wide selvedge to the right of the stamps reproduces the combined logos of the Rio 2016 Olympic
and Paralympic Games. The background is a
swirling pattern of colors used to establish the visual
identity of the Games. No two stamps on the pane
have the same background, resulting in two partially
different stamps for each sport (Figure 2). This is
also true of pane issues #2 and #3.

Issue #2: The first day of issue for the second pane
(Figure 3) was 6 August 2015 at a special launch
event at the Maracanã Stadium. This second issue
in the series resembles the first in size and layout.
Sports portrayed vertically from left: boxing, fencing,
canoeing, triathlon, taekwondo, Paralympic judo,
football (soccer), golf, table tennis, and handball.
The second new sport in 2016 is golf which
returns after 112 years in the Olympic sport hinterland. It was played only twice previously: Paris 1900
and St. Louis 1904.
As with Issue #1, the background of each stamp
on this pane is different. It will be possible, therefore, to identify the placement of each stamp in the
pane.
Issue #3: The third pane (Figure 4) features 25
stamps in all: 10 Olympic sports (two of each), 1
Paralympic sport (2 copies), and three non-repeated
stamps. The sports depicted: tennis, sailing, judo
Modern Pentathlon, beach volleyball, Paralympic
swimming, gymnastics, athletics (javelin), shooting
and equestrian sports. The three non-repeated
stamps are the Rio 2016 Olympic Games logo, “Rio
2016” word branding, and the 2016 Paralympic
Games logo.

Figure 3. Second sports issue: FDI, 6 August 2015; rate,1º Porte Carta Comercial (R$1.40); quantity,120,000 panes.
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Figure 4. Third sports issue: FDI, 12 December 2015; rate,1º Porte Carta Comercial (R$1.40); quantity,148,000 panes.

The layout of this pane is different from the first
two issues. The 25 stamps in the pane are arranged
in five columns of five stamps. While the overall
dimensions are the same, the stamps repeat
differently. For example, the stamps in the first
column from top to bottom are repeated in the fifth
column, but in reverse order from bottom to top.
The same is true for columns two and four. The
central column of five stamps features field hockey
at top and bottom, and the three non-repeated
stamps in the center.
The quantity issued of this pane increased to
148,00 panes from 120,000 for issues #1 and #2.
As tennis is one of the stamps featured on this
pane, it seems appropriate that the launch took
place on 12 December 2015 at the Brazilian Tennis
Awards at the Gran Mercurio Riocentro Hotel in
Barra da Tijuca. The Olympic Tennis Centre is close
by in Olympic Park.
Issue #4: The composite pane (Figure 5) issued on
15 December 2015 reproduces the designs of all 28
Olympic sport stamps from issues #1, #2 and #3.
The dimensions of this 30-stamp pane are larger to
accommodate the six rows of five stamps (approximately 10.1" wide x 6.9" high).
The final two stamps, located in the upper left
and lower right positions, are the Olympic mascot,
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Vinicius, and the Rio 2016 Olympic Games logo,

respectively.
It is easy to tell the sport stamps on this pane
from their counterparts on the earlier panes because: (1) they are each denominated R$1.40 (up
to 20 grams commercial rate), and (2) the Brazilian
flag appears in the upper left corner of each stamp.
The stamps do not appear to be arranged in any
particular order, either by original issue date or
alphabetically.
Souvenir Sheets: Each souvenir sheet (Figures 6 &
7) measures approximately 5.4" x 3.3" and contains
a pair of stamps with different designs showing the
mascots for the Olympic and Paralympic Games. All
have face values of R$3.25 (Priority 1st Class rate to
Group IV Countries – essentially Europe).
Two interesting features of these souvenir
sheets: (1) the mascots are embossed on the paper,
and (2) an embossed message in braille is inscribed
in the selvedge at the top of the souvenir sheets.
Souvenir sheet #1 (Figure 6) depicts Vinicius,
the mascot of the 2016 Rio Olympic Games. He is
named after Brazilian poet and bossa nova lyricist,
Vinicius de Moraes (1913-1980). Representative of
Brazilian fauna, Vinicius is portrayed as part cat and
part monkey. The braille reads: “Vinicius - Mascot
of the 2016 Olympic Games.”
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Figure 5. Composite sports issue 2: FDI, 15 December 2015; rate, R$1.40; quantity,220,000 panes.

The 2016 Rio Paralympic Games mascot, Tom,
is shown on sheet #2 (Figure 7), and is named after
a giant in Brazilian bossa nova music, Antônio
Carlos Jobim, also known as “Tom” Jobim. With his
head made of leaves, Tom represents the vast
Brazilian rain forests. The braille inscription reads:
“Tom - Mascot of the Rio 2016 Paralympics Games.”
Both sheets were unveiled on 12 December 2015
prior to an exhibition tennis match between Thomaz Bellucci and Orlando Luz. Assisting in the

ceremony was Brazil’s three-time French Open
champion Gustavo Kuerten.
È
1. Until December 2014, “1º Porte Carta Comercial” stamps
were valid only for the year issued.
2. R$1.40 was the rate for up to 20 grams of commercial mail
at the time of printing. The new R$1.50 rate had taken effect
on 14 December. According to William Kriebel (Brazil Philatelic
Association), who provided the rate information, it is not
unusual for stamps to be printed before rate changes are
announced or take effect.

Figures 6 & 7. Souvenir sheets #1 & #2 were both issued on 12 December 2015 in quantities of 150,000 panes each.
Journal of Sports Philately
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The PGA of
America, For
All Those Who
Love Golf
by Patricia Loehr

I

n January of 1916, successful businessman
Rodman Wanamaker hosted a luncheon in
New York City with the intention of forming a
national organization to promote the game of
golf while affirming the golf professional as both a
respectable profession and a vocation. He invited
New York area golf professionals and others interested in starting such an organization. Sufficient
interest was exhibited prompting further meetings
and discussions over a three-month period. The
result: the Professional Golfers’ Association (PGA)
of America was founded in New York City in April
boasting 35 charter members. Their emblem is the
cachet on the First Day Cover in Figure 1 at top.
The PGA of America was by no means the first
such organization. It was preceded by such venerable bodies as The Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St.
Andrews (1834), the Ladies Golf Union (Great
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Britain 1893), and the British PGA (1901). Golf associations also preexisted in the U.S.A., namely the
United States Golf Association (1894) and Western
Golf Association (1899).
So it could be said that in this, its centennial
year, the PGA of America is becoming 100 years
young. For a century it has accomplished what the
founding members envisioned – and so much more.

Figures 2 & 3. Advertising cover for 1966 PGA Championship (below) and commemorative cancel for the 1996
PGA Championship (above).
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Figure 5. PGA Seniors’ Championship was held in
Dunedin, Florida in 1962 (blue meter stamp).

Figure 4. Ryder Cup commemorative cancel.

Like many golf organizations which sponsor
competitions, the PGA of America conducted its first
PGA Championship in October 1916. With a few
exceptions, this tradition continues each year.
Wanamaker remained involved by providing the
prize money and a trophy that was named in his
honor (Figures 2 and 3). Usually held in August, in
2016 the tournament is scheduled for the end of July
to accommodate golf’s return to the Summer
Olympic Games (Men’s event 11-14 August;
Women’s event 17-20 August).
In 1927, the PGA of American agreed to participate in the first Ryder Cup Matches held in
Massachusetts (Figure 4). The team from the United
States now plays an opposing team from Europe
with each side deciding how to choose the players
for their team.
Continuing to promote golf and manage its
growth, the PGA began a championship tournament
for senior golfers in 1937. That first event was held
at the Augusta National Golf Club. The meter stamp
in Figure 5 promotes the 1962 Seniors’ Championship. The Figure 6 cancel commemorates the 2005
event.
The inaugural PGA Merchandise Show took
place in 1954 at the PGA Headquarters parking lot
in Dunedin, Florida. That first show was held in
conjunction with the PGA Seniors’ Championship.
Through the years the show has grown considerably
with attendance surpassing 30,000 in the 1990s. The
cover in Figure 7 is franked with a meter stamp
promoting the 1995 event held at the Orange
Country Convention Center in Orlando, Florida.
Meter stamps were used from 1960 to 1972 by
the PGA to promote its National Hole-in-One Contest
and National Golf Day. The meter stamps are in
either blue or green ink (Figure 8).1
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Figure 6. PGA Seniors’ Championship in Ligonier,
Pennsylvania in 2005 (commemorative postmark).

Figure 7. PGA Merchandise Show meter stamp.

Figure 8. PGA National Hole-in-One Contest meter
stamp from 1962 in Dunedin, Florida.

Figure 9. PGA Tour meter stamp.

As anticipated by Rodman Wanamaker, the PGA
grew by leaps and bounds. By the time of its 25th
anniversary in 1941, membership had grown to
2,041. It more than doubled again in time for the 50th
anniversary in 1966 (5,837 members).
For many years the organization served both
club and touring pros. However, in 1968 the tournament players decided to form their own organization separate from the PGA of America. It was
named the Tournament Players Division and then
renamed the PGA Tour in 1975 (Figure 9). Although
separate from each other, the two organizations
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Figure 10. PGA Tour and PGA of America paid permit cover.

have a close working relationship as seen on the
paid permit cover in Figure 10.

Figure 11. Ben Hogan is one of only five men in history
to win each of the four modern majors – The Masters,
the U.S. Open, British Open and the PGA Championship
– in his career. The Wanamaker trophy (for the PGA
Championship) is at center.
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Legendary golfer Ben Hogan, who retired from
competitive play in 1971, is famous for many
accomplishments throughout a lifetime of golf.
Although he won the PGA Championship in 1946
and 1948 he is frequently remembered for a year –
1953 – in which he did not win the championship.
That was the year Hogan won the first three modem
grand slam tournaments (The Masters, the U.S.
Open and The Open Championship). Sometimes
described as the “Hogan Slam,” he did not play in
the PGA championship because of scheduling. The
Wanamaker trophy is the center trophy in the Figure
11 commemorative card published by the United
States Golf Association.
Professional golfer Tommy Armour exemplifies
those PGA members who were successful both as
tournament competitors and club professionals
(Figure 12). Born in Edinburgh, Scotland he grew up
learning golf and went on to have a distinguished
career after he emigrated to America in 1922.
Armour won 25 tournaments including the PGA
Championship of 1930 and afterward became
famous for teaching and writing books about golf.

Figure 12. Tommy Armour, also known as “The Silver
Scot,” was both a player and a pro. In later life, he taught
golf with a series of books and 8mm films such as “Play
Your Best Golf” as promoted in this meter stamp.
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Figure 13. “Support Junior Golf” meter stamp on a PGA cover from their Middle Atlantic Section offices in Virginia.

The PGA of America supports
junior golf (Figure 13). The first PGA
Junior Golf Championship was at
Walt Disney World Golf Resort in
Orlando, Florida in 1976. In 1978 a
PGA Junior Golf Foundation began
to develop national junior golf
programs.
When Gene Sarazen passed
away in 1999 at age 97 he was the
longest serving PGA member. His
membership began in 1921 and he
proceeded to then win the PGA
championships in 1922, 1923 and
1933. Sarazen is commemorated
on the card in Figure 14 for his
famous hole-in-one at the 1973
British Open when he was 7l years
old. It happened at the famous 8th
Figure 14. Gene Sarazen commemorative card and postmark honoring his holehole at Royal Troon Golf Club, in-one at the “Postage Stamp” hole at the Royal Troon Golf course. This
named the “Postage Stamp.”
notorious hole is the shortest in Championship golf but far from the easiest.
As the text in the Figure 15
meter stamp reads, the PGA of
America meets and exceeds its objective of 1916 to
“... Make Golf a Better Game” for its members and
all who are interested in maintaining and protecting
a standard of excellence.
È
Endnote:
1. Meter stamp information from The Handbook
of Golf Slogan Meter Stamps published by the

Figure 15. Since its inception, the PGA’s aim has been
to “Make Golf A Better Game” as emphasized on this
meter stamp from the North Florida PGA offices.

International Philatelic Golf Society, 2003.
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